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Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2026 | Christ on Capitol Hill

 THIS WEEK

Tue, Sep 22 |     12:00 pm      Shobi’s Table                               Parking Lot
                          

Wed, Sep 23 |   9:15am       Wednesday Word -                       Sancutary   
                                                   Morning Song & Communion         

Sun, Sep 27 |  9:30 am        Worship                                         In-Person/Zoom/
                                                                                                            Live Stream

                            10:45 am     Sunday Forums                          Guatemala Group Share Experience
                                                   Sunday School                            Second Floor 

Wifi          Network: CLCH-Guest          Password: Christ22

651-222-3619          105 University Avenue West           www.christoncapitolhill.com



Today:  Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship
Please join us in the gathering space for conversation, coffee, and treats following worship. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                            Worship Team Openings
                            Are you interested in Assisting during Worship by leading and reading the lessons in
                             English? Helping the Tech Team with the Sound Board?  Be a song leader? Scan the 
                             QR  codes to sign up today!

            

Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2026

-------- GATHERING --------
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.

 

Congregational responses are in bold print.
You are welcome to stand where you see a “*”

INTRODUCTION
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is
like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began
to work. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in
the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

PRELUDE                                                       
 
WELCOME

CENTERING SONG
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to
others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us
to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift
of grace. Amen.

GATHERING SONG                                               Jesus, We Are Gathered                                    ELW Hymn 529

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
 

Vote Early, In Person
Early voting starts in Minnesota on Friday, October 16, and ends on
Monday, November 2.

When you vote early in Minnesota in 2026 you will be able to slide
your vote right into the counting machine. Done. Counted. 

If you would benefit from a ride to an early voting site, Kathy Roys is
offering rides. Her number is 319-431-7590, or catch her after
worship. 

 Sunday Forums
 It’s Kairos time! Don’t miss this! 
 This fall we will kick off (a little football slang) a series of Sunday morning 
 forums with the purpose of informing ourselves. Martin Luther believed that
we 
 are all life-long learners, he stressed the importance of education, he wrote
the 
 Small Catechism because he saw the sorry state of knowledge of God’s word 
 and how it is applied to our daily lives. So, let’s get on with it!
We will meet in the Reque Room, the 3rd floor conference room (above the
synod office), or in the gathering space. We will post meeting place and subject
ahead of time.Please stay tuned. May God bless our growing!



                                           Children, Youth, and Family: A New Year Together
                                           We are excited for a new year of growing, learning, wondering, 
                                           playing, serving, and exploring faith together at Christ on 
                                           Capitol Hill. Families with youth from pre-k through High 
                                           School are invited to be part of this expanding ministry. We 
                                           are also planning some collaborative ways to be church 
                                           together.

This year, we’ll offer several spaces for Sunday School and Faith Formation for different ages and
stages: Godly Play: Pre-k - Grade 3, Pre/Confirmation: Grade 4 - 8, High School: Grade 9 - 12

Sunday Sept 20 will be our first official week with opportunities to help shape the year ahead. We
will also brainstorm what we will call the amazing breakout teams.

For breakout groups for will structure our time around three big areas designed to help youth
thrive and grow in faith: Fellowship/Play, Learning/Education, Service/Making a Difference

We want this ministry to help our youth be leaders and invite them into the creative process.

Whether you are a new family or one who has been part of our community for generations, there is
a place for you here. To be curious. To grow in relationships. To be the church.

 Fall Redevelopment Congregational Update
  Join us this morning  after worship, for our Fall Congregational Update as we
share what’s happening at Christ on Capitol Hill and look together toward what’s
next.

We’ll hear updates from Church Council on congregational visioning and redevelopment listening,
staffing, capital campaign, building restoration, and finances.
There will also be time for conversation, questions, feedback, and next steps as we continue
discerning where God is leading Christ in this new season.

-------- WORD --------
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song.

We hear the reading in Tigrinia, Khmer, and/or English . Please respond “Selam” at the beginning of
the Tigrinian reading, “santi-phap” at the beginning of the Khmer reading, and “peace” at the

beginning of the English reading.
 

Tigrinia: Selam Khmer: santi-phap English: Peace Spanish: la paz Ukranian: myr

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 GOSPEL                                                                  Matthew 20:1-16                                                     Leaders
  
We hear the reading in Tigrinia, Khmer, and/or English . Please respond “Selam” at the beginning of

the Tigrinian reading, “santi-phap” at the beginning of the Khmer reading, and “peace” at the
beginning of the English reading.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the

day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing

idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you

whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he

did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to

them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He

said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to

his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the
first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me

for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to

you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I

am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God.

 

Guatemala Adventure Recap!
Next week, Sunday, September 27 we’ll hear from our Guatemala travelers
about their adventures on this year’s trip! Join us after worship in the Reque
room for stories, photos, and an activity that we’ll send off to our new partners
at Espíritu Santo congregation.

Please join Beth Rahberg and her team at the Guatemala Gala to
support the work of ILAG and the health ministry.

Beth would love to tell you more!
Support the ministries of the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de
Guatemala (ILAG) as we gather for a meal, entertainment and
updates from Guatemala as we celebrate how we are woven
together with our siblings in the ILAG! Pastor Karen Castillo, Diego
Gil Castillo and Valeria Gil Castillo from Guatemala will be our
special guests.
Register: https://spas-elca.org/event/2026-guatemala-gala/



COMMUNION                                                 Instrumental by Jazz Trio

COMMUNION BLESSING

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your
Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

 

MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS + TESTIMONY + VISITORS

-------- SENDING --------
God blesses us and sends us into the world.

SENDING SONG                                             Rise Up, O Saints of God                                    ELW Hymn 669

*BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
 
DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God!
 
POSTLUDE

Credit for liturgies: Sundays and Seasons, Sundaysandseasons.com

 MESSAGE

* SONG OF THE DAY                                There's A Wideness In God's Mercy                        ELW Hymn 588

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
 
A brief silence.
 
You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words:
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that
we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. And all God’s people said: Amen.
 
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all! And also with you.

OFFERING                                                     Accept, O Lord, The Gifts We Bring                         ELW Hymn 691

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out possible.
You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/

 
OFFERING PRAYER
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you
and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen.
 

------- MEAL --------
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
 
LORD’S PRAYER - CAMBODIAN MELODY In back cover of red hymnal
 

This Week’s Worship Leaders
Preacher/Presider                        Worship Leader/Reader                      Musicians
Pastor Peter Weston Miller       Kathy Roys                                              Nathan Hanson, Davu Seru, Josh Granowski

Greeter                                              Communion Set Up                              Ushers            
Kathy Harris                                   Joy McElroy + Ann Jalonen               Garmai Jackson + Kathy Kolstad

Next Week’s Worship Leaders
Preacher/Presider                         Worship Leader/Reader                    Musicians
Pastor Peter Weston Miller                                                                         Jeff Kidder

Greeter                                              Communion Set Up                              Ushers
Kathy Harris                                    Linda Koopmans + Linnea Krahn    Mark Canvanaugh + Yohannes Gabir
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