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 Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
July 12, 2026  

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who 
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be 
little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, 
that we may bear fruit in the world.  
 

PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot 
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is 
light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” In the name of our God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, + your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s deep love. Amen. 

SONG      Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty     ELW Hymn 528 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to 
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
SONG         What is This Place     ELW Hymn 524 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
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FIRST READING       Isaiah 55:10-13       Readers 
 

We hear the first reading in Tigrinia, Khmer, and English . Please respond “Selam” at the 
beginning of the Tigrinian reading, “santi-phap” at the beginning of the Khmer reading, and 

“peace” at the beginning of the English reading. 
 

Tigrinia Selam  Khmer santi-phap English Peace 
 

 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they 

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread 

to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it. 12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before 

you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of the 

thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be 

to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME      
       
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Celtic Alleluia       ELW Hymn174  
 
GOSPEL        Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23     Leader 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 

the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 

Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and 

since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 18 “Hear, then, the parable of 

*You may 
stand  

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 

evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 

path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE 
 
*SONG OF THE DAY   God the Sculptor of the Mountains    ELW Hymn 736 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.  
A brief silence. 
 
You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, 
O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE The peace of Christ, the peace of Pentecost be with you all! 
      And also with you. 
 
OFFERING                  

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out 
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at 

christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

*You may 
stand  
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*You may 
stand  

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER - CAMBODIAN MELODY     In back cover of red hymnal 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Poured out in abundance for us. 
 
COMMUNION    Spirit of Gentleness        ELW Hymn 396 
       We Come to the Hungry Feast     ELW Hymn 6 79 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*SENDING SONG   For the Fruit of All Creation      ELW Hymn 679  
 
BENEDICTION 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
Credit for liturgies: Sundays and Seasons, Sundaysandseasons.com 

*You may 
stand  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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Dr. David Langemo  
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Yohannes Gabir 

 

Khmer Reader 

Thaly Cavanaugh 

Communion 
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Joy McElroy 

Ann Jalonen 

 

 

Ushers 
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Linda Koopmans 

Linnea Krahn 

 

Ushers 

Pat Carlson 

George Kolstad 
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 Today:  Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship 
Please join us in the gathering space for conversation, coffee, and treats following 
worship.  
 

Family Camp @ River Place Tree Farm  - All Are Welcome! Aug. 14-16 2026 
Christ on Capitol Hill will enjoy a weekend together of camping, forest stewardship (a 
service project in the forest removing invasive species), fun on the Root River 
canoeing, kayaking, tubing, pizza oven, art time, science, games, campfire and 
devotions. We have called this “family camp” but all are welcome. Families will tent 
(there is a very limited indoor sleeping space if needed) and we will prepare food and 
eat together (food provided). We will enjoy this time at River Place Tree Farm in 
Preston, MN (2 hours south of St. Paul on Hwy 52) from Friday, Aug 14 nd at 5 pm 
until heading home on Sunday, August 16, after worship. Families are asked for a 
voluntary donation toward food and accommodations (the porta potty). Please 
contact Beth (Bethrahberg@gmail.com 651-285-9335) or Sam Rahberg 
(srahberg@gmail.com, 651-283-9955) for details.  
We would like an RSVP soon if you are interested to start planning. We are dreaming 

up some new events! Can’t wait to see you all there! 
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We Need You! 
 
Office Coverage: 
• July 21-24 
• July 28-31 
Shobi's Staff who usually covers the office Tu-Fri 
9am-3pm will be away July 21-24 and July 28-31. We 
need your help to make sure someone can be at the 
desk to be a welcoming face, let folks in the building, 
and answer the phone. If you are available, please 
contact Tina Vaughan -
 manager@christoncapitolhill.com OR Kari Olsen -
 director@shobistable.org. Thank you! 

mailto:Bethrahberg@gmail.com
mailto:sam@rahberg.net
mailto:manager@christoncapitolhill.com
mailto:director@shobistable.org


8 

 

Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
www.christoncapitolhill.com 

 
 

Pastor Peter  Weston Miller, Pastor     pastorpeter@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Andrew Kingsriter, Council President                  andrewakingsriter@gmail.com 
Tina Vaughan, Building & Events         manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Worship + Fine Arts            musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

Wifi 
Network: CLCH-Guest 

Password: Christ22 

THIS WEEK 

Worship Team Openings 
Are you interested in Assisting during Worship by leading and reading the 
lessons in English? Helping the Tech Team with the Sound Board?  Be a song 
leader? Scan the QR codes to sign up today! 

Date Time Event Location 

Tues, June 14 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Parking Lot 

Wed, July 15 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom 

Sun, July 19 9:30 am Worship In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 


