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 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 22, 2026 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The 
prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living 
in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we 
die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will 
welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.  
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
*GREETING 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.  
 
SHARING THE PEACE The peace of Christ be with you all! And also with you. 
 
*GATHERING SONG    Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   Hymn 712 
 
CONFESSION  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:  
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:  
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:  
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 
offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in 
the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come 
forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
FORGIVENESS 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you 

have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s 

love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 

KYRIE       Kyrie Eleison        Worship p. 147 
 
SONG OF PRAISE    Glory to God       Worship p. 148 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon 
us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING      Ezekiel 37:1-14   Readers 

Tigrinia Selam   English 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can 
these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews 
on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, 
and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was 
no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say 
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy 
and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall 
know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”  
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  
              
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Return to the Lord      Worship p.151 
 
GOSPEL       John 9:1-41        Leader 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for 
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 

  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do 
not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble 
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 

  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha 
said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.” 

  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 
saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
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them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 

  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.” 

  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did 
believed in him.  

 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE 
 
*SONG OF THE DAY   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery   Hymn 334 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 
needs.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words: 
Hear Us, O God, your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen. 
 
OFFERING   
 

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out 
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at 

christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain 

and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread 
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and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his 

saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!  
 
COMMUNION      I Am the Bread of Life      Hymn  485 
         As the Grains of Wheat     Hymn  465 
 
BLESSING 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us 

to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may 

we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SENDING SONG     The Word of God is Source and Seed  Hymn 506 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
Credit for liturgies: 
Sundays and Seasons, Sundaysandseasons.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Resistance Weekend! 
On Saturday, March 28 and 29 we have a pair of opportunities to act powerfully and 
graciously to live out our faith in public ways.  
 
On Saturday, we will be providing hospitality for the “No Kings!” Rally. The  march is 
scheduled to start at noon, rally on the Capitol grounds is at 2:00. We will have our doors 
open to provide coffee, restrooms, and conversation. Volunteer shifts are available from 
11am-3pm - please sign up on the clipboard on the table in the fellowship space. 
 
On Sunday, we will be participating in the Palm Sunday March - see the announcement on 
the opposite page for more about the events of this day  -  please sign up for that too!  

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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Get ready to make a difference on Sunday, March 29 at the Twin Cities Palm Sunday Faith 
Action! This is the flagship of a nationwide movement — 25 actions across 14 states — building 
on the momentum from our January response to Operation Metro Surge. Together, we’ll lead a 
bold Christian public action, rooted in loving our neighbors, while standing up against 
authoritarianism and white Christian nationalism.  
 
Event Timeline 
 
1:30 PM — Procession Gathering (Optional but Encouraged) 
Gather at one of three churches in St. Paul with palms in hand. 
  
2:00 PM — Palm Sunday Procession Begins 
Groups will converge at University Ave & Dale and process about one mile to the Capitol,  
led by clergy from the Black Church Power Project and other faith leaders. 
  
2:30 - 4:30 PM — Capitol Program & Worship 
Join us on the Capitol lawn for a public worship gathering including: 

 Scripture and prayer 
 Speakers from multiple Christian traditions 
 Music led by Black church choirs from across the metro 
 Activities for children 
 This will be a powerful and family-friendly gathering for people of all ages. 

 
REGISTER HERE: https://shorturl.at/dONh0 
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We are a diverse people brought together by the grace of God to share with others what we 
ourselves have received. 

Our mission statement describes our congregational identity as a “diverse people brought 
together by the grace of God.” 

 
That identity is inclusive of all people – of every race, national origin, immigration status, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, physical or mental ability, socio-

economic status, family configuration, presence of doubt, or any other human distinction – 
who have come together with a vision to be a tree of life in the middle of the city. We commit 

to working for greater racial equity in our congregation and community. To those who have 
felt excluded by word or act, know that we welcome everyone to fully participate in this 

Christian community in both our preaching and our practice. Our differences are gifts, and we 
celebrate these bountiful gifts to increasingly share the grace of God. 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Pastor Peter 
Weston-Miller  
 
Worship Leader/
Reader 
Dan Koopmans 

Greeters 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Dr. David Langemo  

Sound Board 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
 

Communion 
Setup 
Linda Koopmans 
Linnea Krahn 

Ushers 
Mark Cavanaugh 
Yohannes Gabir 

Community Events in the Building this Week 

• Sunday evening: Focus Community Meal 

• Monday: Day on the Hill Event 

• Tuesday: Day on the Hill Events (3) 

• Tuesday Noon: Shobi's Lunch served in Reque 

• Tuesday Evening: Boy Scout Troop Meeting 

• Wednesday: Day on the Hill Events (2) 

• Wednesday Evening: Courage to Change NA Group Mtg. 

• Thursday: Day on the Hill Event 

• Saturday Morning: Community Education Group 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Pastor Peter - 
Weston-Miller  
 
Worship Leader/
Reader 
 

Greeters 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
 

Sound Board 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
 

Communion 
Setup 
 

Ushers 
 

Today:  Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship; Sunday School 10:45-11:45 am 
Please join us in the fellowship hall for a celebration with treats following worship in 
honor of Pastor Peter’s Installation.  

 
Worship Team Openings 

Are you interested in Assisting during Worship by leading and 
reading the lessons in English? 

We would love to have you serve this way! 
 
 

Sign up here: https://calendar.app.google/8wQ5EB2AycW2txeM8  

or scan this QR code 
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Next Sunday, March 22nd, we will stay in the Sanctuary following 
worship, and do a vote on our new council members. All congregation 

members are encouraged to stay and participate in the vote. 

https://calendar.app.google/8wQ5EB2AycW2txeM8
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
www.christoncapitolhill.com 

 
 

Pastor Peter  
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Kevin Bullock, Council President                   kbullock@ringworld.org  
Nathan Hanson, Music Director       musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

Wifi 
Network: CLCH-Guest 

Password: Christ22 

THIS WEEK 

Date Time Event Location 

Sun, Mar 22 
10:45 am Pastor Peter Installation Celebration Gathering Space 

Tues, Mar 24 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Reque Room 

Wed, Mar 18 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom 

 5:30 pm Lenten Soup Supper Gathering Space 

 

6:30 pm Lenten Midweek Service Sanctuary 

Thu, Mar 19 9:30 am CLC Women Reque Room 

Sat, Mar 21 9:30 am 

Second Saturday Book Club 

Home of Ann F. 

 (1660 James Rd, Mendota 

Sun, Mar 29 9:30 am Palm Sunday Worship 
Pastor Peter Installation 

In Person/Zoom/Live 
Stream 

 

10:45 am Sunday School Sunday School Room 


