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 Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
February 8, 2026 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

INTRODUCTION 
Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the 
hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works 
shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of 
Christ.  
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
*GREETING 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.  
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
*GATHERING SONG     Rise Shine, You People      Hymn 665 
 
CONFESSION + FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
 

Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We 
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not 
always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of 
peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our 
failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems that 
harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen. 
 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩  Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen. 
 

*You may 
stand  

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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KYRIE       Kyrie Eleison        Worship p. 138 
 

SONG OF PRAISE    Glory to God       Worship p. 139 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING       Isaiah 58:6-9a       Reader 
 
 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to 
cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth 
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; 
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” If you remove the yoke from among you, 
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME               Joy McElroy 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go   Worship p.142 
 
GOSPEL       Matthew 5:13-20         Leader 
 
  13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 14

 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a 
lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly 
I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will 

*You may 
stand  

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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*You may 
stand  

pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE 
 

*SONG OF THE DAY    Christ Be Our Light        Hymn 715 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all 
who are in need.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words: 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting 
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
OFFERING      

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out 
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at 

christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use 
us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice 
in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

*You may 
stand  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!  
 
COMMUNION      As the Grains of Wheat     Hymn  465  
         Come to the Table      Hymn 481 
BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our 
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the 
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen. 
 
MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING SONG     The Lord Now Sends Us Forth     Hymn 538 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Credit for liturgies: 
Sundays and Seasons, Sundaysandseasons.com 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Rev. Juli Thompson  
 
Worship Leader 
Joy McElroy  

Greeters 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Dr. David 
Langemo  

Sound Board 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Dan Koopmans  

Communion 
Setup 
Linda Koopmans 
Linnea Krahn 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Kathy Roys 
Scott Seitz 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 Feb. 9   Property Team Meeting 

    Finance Team Meeting 

     Council Meeting 

 Feb. 14   Second Saturday Book Club 
 Feb. 18   Pastor Peter’s First Day 
 Feb. 19   CLC Women Bible Study  

 Ash Wednesday Services, February 18   

 12:00 (Noon), upstairs in the Synod Conference Room 

 6:30 PM, in Sanctuary 
  
 

Lenten Midweek Services, starting February 25   

 5:30     Soup Supper 

 6:30     Lenten Service 
 
Second Saturday Book Club 

Book Club is held the Second Saturday of every month at 9:30am in the home of Anne F. (1660 
James Rd. Mendota Heights, MN 55118) All are welcome to join! Even if you haven’t read the 
book, come fellowship with us! 

 
FEBRUARY BOOK: 
The Berry Pickers 
By: Amanda Peters 
Saturday, February 14th 
9:30am 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Andrew Kingsriter  
 
Worship Leader 
Kathryn Roys  

Greeters 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Dr. David 
Langemo  

Sound Board 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Rochelle Thomsen  

Communion 
Setup 
Joy McElroy 
Ann Jalonen 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Garmai Jackson 
Kathy Kolstad 

Today:  Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship; Sunday School 10:45-11:45 am 
Please join us in the gathering space for conversation, coffee, and treats following 
worship.  

 
Need for Pastoral Care? 
These pastors are willing and able to provide pastoral care 
during this time before Pastor Peter arrives in February 2026. 
Please contact them in the following ways: 
 

Pastor Jonathan Zielske    651-247-2826    zielskej@gmail.com 
Pastor Roger Hardy           612-889-9561   roger.hardy@comcast.net 
Pastor Peter Rogness       651-494-7472    peterrogness1@gmail.com 
 

Need something ordered? Need something communicated to the congregation?  
Write a note or leave a message for Tahnea Brown - office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Work days - Tuesday, Wednesday - 651-222-3619 
 

Need to use a building space or check if the building calendar or kitchen is available? 
Want to connect with the Good Neighbors? 
Write a note or leave a message for manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Work days – Tuesday - Friday - 651-222-3619 
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Church office hours are as follows: 
 

Tuesday - Friday 9:00am - 3:00pm  



8 

 

Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
www.christoncapitolhill.com 

 
 

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Kevin Bullock, Council President                   kbullock@ringworld.org  
Nathan Hanson, Music Director       musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

Wifi 
Network: CLCH-Guest 

Password: Christ22 

We are a diverse people brought together by the grace of God to share with others what we ourselves have received. 
Our mission statement describes our congregational identity as a “diverse people brought together by the grace of God.” 

 
That identity is inclusive of all people – of every race, national origin, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity 
or expression, age, physical or mental ability, socio-economic status, family configuration, presence of doubt, or any other 

human distinction – who have come together with a vision to be a tree of life in the middle of the city. We commit to 
working for greater racial equity in our congregation and community. To those who have felt excluded by word or act, 

know that we welcome everyone to fully participate in this Christian community in both our preaching and our practice. 
Our differences are gifts, and we celebrate these bountiful gifts to increasingly share the grace of God. 

THIS WEEK 

Date Time Event Location 

Mon, Feb 9 9:30 am Property Team Meeting Gathering Space 

 6:30 pm Finance Team Meeting Zoom 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting Zoom 

Tues, Feb 10 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Fellowship Hall 

Wed, Feb 11 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom 

Sat. Feb 14 
9:30 am 

Second Saturday Book Club Home of Ann F. 
(1660 James Rd. Mendota Heights, 
MN 55118) 

Sun, Feb 15 9:30 am 
Worship In Person/Zoom/Live 

Stream 

 
10:45 am Sunday School Sunday School Room 


