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Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
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Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
February 1, 2026

GATHERING

Congregational responses are in bold print.

The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.
INTRODUCTION
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with God. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in
heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In
baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and
serving.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

SHARING THE PEACE
*GATHERING SONG We Gather at Your Table Hymn 522

CONFESSION + FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not
always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message of
peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our
failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent systems that
harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. - Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.
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KYRIE Kyrie Eleison Worship p. 138
SONG OF PRAISE Glory to God Worship p. 139

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8 Reader

! Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills
hear your voice. > Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations
of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3
“O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me! * For |
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and |
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. > O my people, remember now what King Balak
of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim
to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” ® “With what shall | come before
the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old? ’ Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body
for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God?

CHILDREN’S TIME

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go Worship p.142
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 Leader

Y When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. > And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

* “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

% “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10«Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. *? Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

MESSAGE

*SONG OF THE DAY Let Streams of Living Justice Hymn 710
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

OFFERING
Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at
christoncapitolhill.com/donations/
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us
and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in
your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

COMMUNION Come to the Table Hymn 481
What Feast of Love Hymn 487

BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the

everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us into the world.

SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve Hymn 551
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Credit for liturgies:
Sundays and Seasons, Sundaysandseasons.com
Today’s Worship Leaders
Preacher/Presider Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers
Rev. Elizabeth Kathy Harris Setup Pat Carlson
Damico-Carper Tigrinia Reader Joy McElroy George Kolstad
Musicians Yohannes Gabir Ann Jalonen
Worship Leader Dr. David
Deacon Kari Olsen  Langemo English Reader Candle Lighters

Kathy Kolstad

Ushers




2026

Following Christ

CHRIST ON CAPITOL HILL FEBRUARY 1,

Today: Worship 9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship; Sunday School 10:45-11:45 am
Please join us in the gathering space for conversation, coffee, and treats following

worship.

A Worship Team Openings: Worship Leaders + English Readers
7}";}!‘% (R ), Needed!
o\,{ 4| We are looking for Worship Leaders + English Readers for worship
Wé?sﬂi}: Team €ach Sunday. You can use the following link to sign yourself up or
contact Tahnea in the church office!
SIGN UP LINK: https://shorturl.at/vREwD

p //LC{L Need for Pastoral Care?
CLOT These pastors are willing and able to provide pastoral care

during this time before Pastor Peter arrives in February 2026.
Please contact them in the following ways:

Pastor Jonathan Zielske 651-247-2826 zielskej@gmail.com
Pastor Roger Hardy 612-889-9561 roger.hardy@comcast.net
Pastor Peter Rogness  651-494-7472 peterrognessl@gmail.com

Need something ordered? Need something communicated to the congregation?
Write a note or leave a message for Tahnea Brown - office@christoncapitolhill.com
Work days - Tuesday, Wednesday - 651-222-3619

Need to use a building space or check if the building calendar or kitchen is available?
Want to connect with the Good Neighbors?
Write a note or leave a message for manager@christoncapitolhill.com
Work days — Tuesday - Friday - 651-222-3619

Church office hours are as follows:

Tuesday - Friday 9:00am - 3:00pm

Next Week’s Worship Leaders

Preacher/Presider Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers
Rev. Juli Kathy Harris Setup Kathy Roys
Thompson Tigrinia Reader Linda Koopmans Scott Seitz
Musicians Yohannes Gabir Linnea Krahn
Worship Leader  Dr. David
Joy McElroy Langemo English Reader Candle Lighters
Dan Koopmans Ushers




THIS WEEK

Date

Time Event Location

UPCOMING EVENTS

v
v
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Feb. 4
Feb.9

Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 19

COCH 158" Anniversary
Property Team Meeting
Finance Team Meeting
Council Meeting

Second Saturday Book Club
Pastor Peter’s First Day
CLC Women Bible Study

We are a diverse people brought together by the grace of God to share with others what we ourselves have received.
Our mission statement describes our congregational identity as a “diverse people brought together by the grace of God.”

That identity is inclusive of all people — of every race, national origin, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, age, physical or mental ability, socio-economic status, family configuration, presence of doubt, or any other
human distinction — who have come together with a vision to be a tree of life in the middle of the city. We commit to
working for greater racial equity in our congregation and community. To those who have felt excluded by word or act,
know that we welcome everyone to fully participate in this Christian community in both our preaching and our practice.
Our differences are gifts, and we celebrate these bountiful gifts to increasingly share the grace of God.
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ATree of Life in the City

Contact Information -
651-222-3619 Wifi

105 University Avenue West Network: CLCH-Guest
www.christoncapitolhill.com Password: Christ22

Pastor Lamont Koerner pastorlamont@christoncapitolhill.com
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications office@christoncapitolhill.com

Kevin Bullock, Council President kbullock@ringworld.org

Nathan Hanson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com

8



