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GATHERING

Congregational responses are in bold print.

The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.
THEME
When Mercy Meets Justice
Whose justice? What does justice look like to us, to God? This is a parable with economics at
its heart. The word we translate as “economy” is understood as “household” in its original
Greek. In other words, the topic of this parable is the “rules of the household.” What is this
parable saying about the rules inside and outside of the household of faith, of the household
of Jesus' disciples?
PRELUDE

WELCOME
*GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.

SHARING THE PEACE

*GATHERING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory Hymn 705
KYRIE Kyrie Eleison Worship p. 147
SONG OF PRAISE This is the Feast Worship p. 149-150

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your
grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Psalm 145:1-9 Reader

L1 will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 2 Every day | will
bless you and praise your name forever and ever. ® Great is the LORD and greatly to be
praised; his greatness is unsearchable. * One generation shall extol your works to another
and shall declare your mighty acts. > They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works | will meditate. 6They will proclaim the might of your awesome
deeds, and | will declare your greatness. ’ They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant
goodness and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 8The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. °The LORD is good to all, and his compassion
is over all that he has made.

CHILDREN’S TIME
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go Worship 151

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 Leader

' “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. * After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he
sent them into his vineyard. > When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, “ and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay
you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing
around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ' They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ ®When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” > When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. ** And when
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ** saying, ‘These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.’ B But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you
not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to
this last the same as | give to you. > Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs
to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ '® 50 the last will be first, and the first
will be last.”
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MESSAGE

*SONG OF THE DAY The Church of Christ in Every Age Hymn 729

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

OFFERING
Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at
christoncapitolhill. com/donations/
OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may
live as your risen body in the world. Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION We Come to the Hungry Feast Hymn 479
BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.
Amen.

MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us into the world.
SENDING SONG Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service Hymn 712

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Why a prayer today about an Indian Boarding Schools Day of Remembrance?
VERY . : )

At the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting members overwhelmingly adopted a
IATTERS memorial, addressing the sin and injustice in the history of Indian Boarding Schools in

the country and acknowledging the ongoing trauma of this time in history. September
30, or a close-by date was set for a National Day of Remembrance of Indian Boarding Schools. This is a
day for reflection, remembrance, and prayers for healing.

Community Faith Reflections
Comn;unity If you read last week’s newsletter, you saw the announcement of a new occasional
Faith column titled “Community Reflections.” Have you read something recently that moved
Reflections o, heard a podcast that made you think differently about God in the world, did you
hear a speaker or go to a Bible study that inspired you? Recommend a book, article,
essay, or share a link to a podcast along with your reflection.

The hope is that these reflections shared by community members (not limited to congregational
membership) will help us to see more clearly the many facets of our life together through the lens of
faith. So, what might these reflections look like? They are rooted in our everyday lives and our life
together as people seeking to follow Jesus. They will be as diverse as are our experiences of faith.

This could be a great way for each and for all of us to grow more deeply in our faith and more deeply in
relationship with God and one another. And, it doesn’t have to be complicated.

Just a couple of guidelines for us all:
eKeep the reflections short: a maximum of 500 words.
eSpeak from and honor your own perspectives, (Don’t speak for others.)
eBe respectful of the diverse life experiences and opinions of others.
eChoose subject matter that adds to our life of faith together.

There may not be a reflection in each weekly eblast. But whenever someone is inspired to share
something, it can be submitted to office@christoncapitolhill.com and
pastorlamont@christoncapitolhill.com We will be in touch with you to confirm that we have received
your reflection and ask any clarifying questions we may have.

Today’s Worship Leaders

Preacher/Presider Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers
Pastor Lamont Carol Dokken Setup Mark Cavanaugh
Koerner Kathy Harris Tigrinia Reader Linda Koopmans  Yohannes Gabir
Yohannes Gabir Linnea Krahn Tech Team
Worship Leader Musicians
Brant Thomsen English Reader Candle Lighters
6 Kathy Kolstad Ushers




ist

CHRIST ON CAPITOL HILL SEPTEMBER 21,

ing Chr

wing

Follo

Today: Worship 9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship; Sunday School 10:45-11:45 am
Please join us in the gathering space for conversation, coffee, and treats following

worship.

A Q3 Update Meeting
‘5 Please join us after worship this Sunday, Sept 28th, for a quarterly
@ update on our work together as a congregation. This quarter's meeting
will feature a discussion with the Vitality Team about how to make our
physical space more welcoming and navigable. We'll also have some time for the
latest developments and Q&A about our building restoration. Zoom will be available if
you are not able to join in person.

Call Candidate Nomination Forms

.~ == From now until Sunday, October 5, the call committee invites you to
submit the name of any ELCA pastor you believe would be an excellent

/

s - candidate to serve as our next pastor. The task of calling a pastor

belongs to the whole congregation. The pastoral call is God's activity
working through the congregation, committees, pastors, and synod staff to
call pastors to serve the church. If you would like to submit a name you can do so by
using a Candidate Nomination Form which you will find in the gathering space.

Deadline for submitting a name is Sunday, October 5.

misishow | Book club will meet Oct 4 which is a week earlier than usual.

it always is

'I _ Meeting
Book is:

is at Ann Fecht’s (1660 James Rd, Mendota Heights).
This is How it Always Is by Frankel All are welcome!

[ e
Next Week’s Worship Leaders
Preacher/Presider Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers
Pastor Lamont Carol Dokken Setup Pat Carlson
Koerner Kathy Harris Tigrinia Reader Joy McElroy George Kolstad
Yohannes Gabir Ann Jalonen
Worship Leader  Musicians
Dr. David Langemo English Reader Candle Lighters

Ushers




THIS WEEK

Date Time Event Location
Tue, Sept 30 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Parking Lot
Wed, Oct 1 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom
Sat, Oct 4 9:30am
Second Saturday Book club Home of Ann Fecht
Sun, Oct 5 9:30 am _ .
Worship In Person/Zoom/Live Stream
10:45 am
Sunday School Sunday School Room

We are a diverse people brought together by the grace of God to share with others what we
ourselves have received.
Our mission statement describes our congregational identity as a “diverse people brought together
by the grace of God.”

That identity is inclusive of all people — of every race, national origin, immigration status, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, age, physical or mental ability, socio-economic status,
family configuration, presence of doubt, or any other human distinction — who have come together
with a vision to be a tree of life in the middle of the city. We commit to working for greater racial
equity in our congregation and community. To those who have felt excluded by word or act, know
that we welcome everyone to fully participate in this Christian community in both our preaching and
our practice. Our differences are gifts, and we celebrate these bountiful gifts to increasingly share the

grace of God.
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ATree of Life in the City
Pastor Lamont Koerner pastorlamont@christoncapitolhill.com
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications office@christoncapitolhill.com
Tracey Gennrich, Event & Building Manager manager@christoncapitolhill.com
Kevin Bullock, Council President kbullock@ringworld.org
Nathan Hanson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com
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