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 Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 3, 2025  

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

THEME 
(Koheleth- Preacher/Teacher) “Everything Is Dust In The Wind” (Kansas) 
Along our mid-summer’s journey, we find a preacher and sceptic sandwiched between the 
prophets & promises. Rumor has it Koheleth’s book of wisdom almost didn’t make it into the 
Bible. What with K’s conclusion that there is nothing new under the sun, with the result that 
everything that there is under the sun is both old and, as you might expect in all that heat. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
*GREETING 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.  
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
*GATHERING SONG    Rise, Shine, You People     Worship 665 
 
 
KYRIE        Kyrie Eleison       Worship p. 184 
 
SONG OF PRAISE     This is the Feast     Worship p. 187-188 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love 
what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in 
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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FIRST READING      Colossians 3: 1-11      Reader 
 
  1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 
When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on 
those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were 
living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 
stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all!  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go   Worship 188 
 
 
GOSPEL      Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23       Leader 
 
 1:2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 12 I, the Teacher, was 
king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all 
that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to humans to be 
busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a 
chasing after wind. 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I 
must leave it to my successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he 
will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is 
vanity. 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors 
under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and 
skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a 
great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the 
sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their 
minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 

*You may 
stand  

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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MESSAGE 
 
*SONG OF THE DAY    The Church of Christ in Every Age   Worship 729 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need.  
 
A brief silence. 
You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words: 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out 
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at 

christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we  bring. 
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may 
live as your risen body in the world.  Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
COMMUNION     Break Now the Bread of Life    Worship 515 
 
BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your 
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 
 

MILESTONES + ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SENDING SONG    Let Justice Flow Like Streams   Worship 717 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 



6 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Pastor Chris Becker  
 
Worship Leader 
Joy McElroy 

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Dr. David 
Langemo  
Anne Zielske  

Sound Board 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Communion 
Setup 
Joy McElroy 
Ann Jalonen 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Pat Carlson 
George Kolstad 
 
Tech Team 
 

*** Volunteers are needed at 4:30 pm to help bring out tables, chairs and set 
up a welcoming space for our neighbors! We are also asking folks to make + 

bring a dish to share! There are sign up sheets in the Gathering Space***  
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Pastor Lamont 
Koerner  
 
Worship Leader 
 

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Ken Latham  

Sound Board 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Communion 
Setup 
Linda Koopmans 
Linnea Krahn 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Kathy Roys 
Scott Seitz 
 
Tech Team 
 

Today:  Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship 
Please join us in the gathering space for conversation, coffee, and treats following 
worship.  
 

A word of welcome and introduction for Pastor Chris Becker 
Pastor Chris is semi-retired now. But he served as lead pastor for 
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Inver Grove Heights, from 
1997 - 2016. During that time he led two suburban congregations 
to unite into one community. Pastor Chris also formed and led 

the Housing Task Force for Inver Grove Heights. He was one of the founders of ISAIAH 
- a faith-based organization which works for social justice, and taught at Tumaini 
University in Iringa, Tanzania in 2000. Throughout his ministry at Amazing Grace 
Pastor Chris worked to help create a vision for a suburban congregation to focus 
outward to serve the whole community. Welcome, Pastor Chris! We are grateful to 
have you with us today! 

 
Transition Updates 

Ministry Site Profile (MSP) will be complete by August 3rd! 
The council is finishing its portion of the MSP and the Transition 
Team will add their information to the document on August 3rd. 
The Ministry Site Profile document will be sent out via the weekly 

eblast on Tuesday, August 5th. A link to the MSP will also be posted on our website by 
August 5th and print copies will be available in the gathering space of the church 
building for those who need them. 
 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Congregational Town Hall Meeting Sunday, August 17th, in the 
sanctuary immediately following worship.  
At this meeting the Transition Team will formally present the Ministry Site Profile 
(MSP) for your acceptance following a time for questions and discussion. 
After the MSP has been accepted the Call Committee will be commissioned to begin 
its work to search for your next pastor. In accordance with our constitution, the Call 
Committee is appointed by the council. The names of those selected to serve on the 
Call Committee will be announced a week prior to the town hall meeting. 
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
www.christoncapitolhill.com 

 
 

Pastor Lamont Koerner         pastorlamont@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tracey Gennrich, Event & Building Manager     manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Kevin Bullock, Council President                   kbullock@ringworld.org  
Nathan Hanson, Music Director       musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

Wifi 
Network: CLCH-Guest 

Password: Christ22 

We are a diverse people brought together by the grace of God to share with others what we 
ourselves have received. 

Our mission statement describes our congregational identity as a “diverse people brought together 
by the grace of God.” 

 
That identity is inclusive of all people – of every race, national origin, immigration status, sexual 

orientation, gender identity or expression, age, physical or mental ability, socio-economic status, 
family configuration, presence of doubt, or any other human distinction – who have come together 

with a vision to be a tree of life in the middle of the city. We commit to working for greater racial 
equity in our congregation and community. To those who have felt excluded by word or act, know 

that we welcome everyone to fully participate in this Christian community in both our preaching and 
our practice. Our differences are gifts, and we celebrate these bountiful gifts to increasingly share the 

grace of God. 

THIS WEEK 

Date Time Event Location 

Tue, Aug 5 5:40 pm National Night Out! Parking Lot 

 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Parking Lot 

Sun, Aug 10 9:30 am 

Worship In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 

Got Pens? 

Do you have pens piling up at your house? From the bank, the doctors office, 
accidentally rehomed from a meeting? Tahnea would love them in the church 
office! There will be a box outside the church office window where you can 
drop them off! 


