Season of Epiphany

Seventh Sunday After Epiphany

Sunday, February 23, 2025 | Christ on Capitol Hill
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Season of Epiphany
Sunday, February 23, Christ on Capitol Hill

GATHERING

Congregational responses are in bold print.
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE Mary Cay Stone

THEME - Seventh Sunday After Epiphany

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured
and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the
gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.

WELCOME Deacon Kari Olsen
Moment of silence and centering our hearts and minds
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our
sin.

Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways
we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst
about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us
your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in
Christ’s ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for | have redeemed you. | have
called you by name. You are mine.” In *# Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are
made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen.

*GATHERING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High Worship 835

GREETING



KYRIE Worship 147
CANTICLE OF PRAISE Worship 148

PRAYER OF THE DAY Leader
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master,
that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Readers
3Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said,
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not be distressed, or angry
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. ®For
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. ’ God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. ¥S0 it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. ° Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. '° You shall settle in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well
as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. ' | will provide for you there—since there are
five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have,
will not come to poverty.”” > And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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CHILDREN’S TIME Deacon Kari Olsen
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38 Preacher

[Jesus said:] *” “But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, *® bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. *° If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. *° Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. *' Do to others as you would have them do to you. ** “If you love those
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 3 you
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. *If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. **But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. *® Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful. *” “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Deacon Kari Olsen

*SONG OF THE DAY Oh, Praise the Gracious Power Worship 651



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Leader
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow or
wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.

OFFERING Mary Cay Stone

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at
christoncapitolhill.com/donations/

OFFERING PRAYER Leader
Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and fruitful
labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and
multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your Son,
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING Pastor Peter Rogness
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE Deacon Kari Olsen
Taste and see that the Lord is good!

COMMUNION Canticle of the Turning Worship 723

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Leader

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with
words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us into the world.

BLESSING Deacon Kari Olsen

The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your love,
and F grant you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG We Know Christ is Raised Worship 449

CHARGE Leader
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Mary Cay Stone

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, sundaysandseasons.com
Hymns and service music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship



Transition update and timeline!

Dear church,

I’'ve been working in the church office for four weeks and I've had the pleasure of being with
you in worship for three Sundays. By now I’'m sure you are starting to ask some serious
questions.

What’s happening with the call process? Has the call committee been chosen yet? When are
we going to hear more about pastoral candidates?

Well, the truth is, there is a fair amount of work to do in the transition time before the call
process can begin. What kind of work? I’'m glad you asked. Attached to this e-blast and
available in the church gathering space is a copy of the transition timeline.

This proposed timeline was presented to the church council on February 10* and a copy was
shared with Justin Grimm, who is the Bishop’s Assistant working with us on our transition and
call process. While | am away in the next few weeks, read it over and when | return, we will
have an opportunity to discuss it at our next quarterly congregational meeting on March 16"

| know you will be hearing from some wonderful preachers while | am away and you will be in
good hands for the next three weeks. | will be back in the office on March 11 and look forward
to seeing you on Sunday, March 16*!

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Lamont



Christ on Capitol Hill
Proposed Interim Timeline
Submitted to Church Council February 10, 2025

February/March
Intentional Interim joins the system: listening, observing, & participating.
- One-on-One Conversations with staff and elected leadership
- Learn about our participation in the Riverside Innovation Hub. Where are we, next steps?
- Consult and Coordinate with Justin Grimm, on Synod Staff regarding steps in preparing for
Redevelopment of our congregation.
- Review information from recent congregational conversations and/or listening sessions.
- Interim meet with building partners for conversations regarding nature and function as well
as strengths and growth areas of partnership.
- Become acquainted with our congregation’s context (community makeup and geography).

April/May

COCH Council/Executive Team will function in dual role of supervising the Interim Pastor and as a

Transition Team in collaboration with the Interim.
- Assess congregational needs and preparedness to move forward with a new call process.
- Interim synthesize findings from intentional and informal conversations and provide to
council. (April Meeting or special meeting in May)
- If deemed necessary, Interim, with executive team, develop brief survey to gather input
from congregation members regarding primary goals of congregation and characteristics as
well as skills most needed in the next lead pastor. (May)

June - August
- Council/Exec Team, based on congregational survey results and other findings referred to
above, prepare a draft of our Ministry Site Profile (MSP) (June)
- Council provide a copy of MSP to congregation (mid/late June)
- Council sets date for congregational Town Hall Forum to present proposed Ministry Site
Profile for use in a new call process. (July/August meeting date)
- Call Committee named, confirmed and blessed in public worship service (February 2022)

September -

Call Committee begins its work Intentional Interim does not work with the call committee. That work is
done with a synod staff person who will be your contact and who is supported by the entire synod
staff in searching for the best qualified candidates.
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LENT/HOLY WEEK 2CHEDULE 2025

March 5| Ash Wednesday | Noon +6:30 pm April 13| Palm/Passion Sunday| 9:30am

April 17 | Maundy Thursday | 6:30 pm

April18 | Good Friday| 630 pm

Wednesdays in Lent
Simple Supper | 5:30 pm
Service of Reflection | 6:30 pm

April 19 | Easter Vigil | 6:30 pm

April 20| Easter Sunday| 9:30am

105 University Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55103
www.christoncapitolhill.com

Today’s Worship Leaders

Preacher Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers

Deacon Kari Olsen Carol Dokken Setup Garmai Jackson
Kathy Harris Tigrinia Reader  Linda Koopmans Kathy Kolstad

Presider Yohannes Gabir  Linnea Krahn

Pastor Peter Rogness Musicians Tech Team
Mary Cay Stone English Reader

Worship Leader Anne Zielske Kevin Bullock Candle Lighters

Kari Olsen Ushers
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CHRIST ON CAPITOL HILL FEBRUARY 23,

Following Christ

Today: + Worship 9:30 am + 10:45 am Hospitality for All Ages

5 o

Ash Wednesday Volunteers
We will be having two services for Ash Wednesday this year at
COCH, Noon + 6:30pm

EDNESDAY For the Noon Service (to be held in the Synod Conference Room)

we are still in need of:
~ Greeter ~ Usher

For The evening service, we are still in need of:
~ Greeter ~ Assisting Minister ~ Usher ~ Sound Person
There is a sign up sheet in the Gathering Space that you can sign up to volunteer!

We want YOU! Worship Leaders + Readers

We are looking for folks who are willing and able to step up and fill
the roles of Worship Leader + Reader during Sunday services. Please
take a look at the following link with dates + roles, and let me know
which ones you would like to sign up for!
https://calendar.app.google/2crakFXjehE4jwRt8

Thank you to all who have already signed up to serve! If you know of anyone who
may want to fill one of these roles (especially youth + children!), please let them
know about this opportunity! Questions? Need to sign up offline? Contact Tahnea
Brown via phone or email in the church office.

Next Week’s Worship Leaders

Preacher/
Presider

Pastor Jonathan
Zielske

Worship Leader
Richard Clem

Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers
Carol Dokken Setup Mark Cavanaugh
Kathy Harris Tigrinia Reader  Joy McElroy Yohannas Gabir
Yohannes Gabir  Ann Jalonen
Musicians Tech Team
Ken Latham Kari  English Reader
Olsen Beh Rahberg Candle Lighters
Ushers
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https://calendar.app.google/2crakFXjehE4jwRt8

THIS WEEK

Date Time Event Location
Tue. Feb 25 12:00 pm| Shobi’s Table Various Locations Inside
Church
Wed. Feb 26 | 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom
Sun. Mar 2 9:30 am Worship -Transfiguration of Our Lord In Person/Zoom/Live
Stream
10:45am | Godly Play Godly Play Room
10:45am Fourl2 Youth Youth Room

We are a diverse people brought together by the grace of God
to share with others what we ourselves have received.

Our mission statement describes our congregational identity as a “diverse people brought together by
the grace of God.”

That identity is inclusive of all people — of every race, national origin, immigration status, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, age, physical or mental ability, socio-economic status, family
configuration, presence of doubt, or any other human distinction — who have come together with a
vision to be a tree of life in the middle of the city. We commit to working for greater racial equity in our
congregation and community. To those who have felt excluded by word or act, know that we welcome
everyone to fully participate in this Christian community in both our preaching and our practice. Our
differences are gifts, and we celebrate these bountiful gifts to increasingly share the grace of God.

N Contact Information -
S22 6512223619 i
jX <™ 105 University Avenue West Network: CLCH-Guest
www.christoncapitolhill.com Password: Christ22

ATree of Life in the City
Pastor Lamont Korner pastorlamont@christoncapitolhill.com
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications office@christoncapitolhill.com
Tracey Gennrich, Event & Building Manager manager@christoncapitolhill.com
Kevin Bullock, Council President kbullock@ringworld.org
Nathan Hanson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com
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