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008% New Year, New Faces!
Greetings friends at CLCH,

I’'m delighted to begin this new year with you all as you follow the star that
guides us all, though in many varied directions! As we begin 2025, my path is
a steep upward one, getting to know you as a congregation and as individuals
even as all of us together seek Christ Lutheran’s path into the future.

A wise pastor reminded her congregation last Sunday that a path is different
from a road. It is more twisty, less well-developed, and can be missed more
easily. As a hiker, | connected to that distinction! I’'ve set off of some paths
that required a lot of perseverance, imagination, and energy to follow and
often took me in unplanned directions. But | have always found my way
home.

So here | am, at Christ Lutheran, on a new path and ready to go. You might
like to know a little more about your new “hiking companion” here at Christ
Lutheran. | retired from many years teaching New Testament at Luther
Seminary and at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago before that.
Since retirement I’'ve done interims all over the metro area, beginning with
two years at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis right up to a three year sabbatical
replacement at St. Michael’s Lutheran in Roseville. It has been a joy and an honor to serve such varied
congregations full of so many committed, strong people over these years. For me, the years studying
and teaching Scripture have been the indispensable bedrock of my service. There is truly no completely
new situation for God’s people who have tried to live out their callings for millennia. Yet, there are times
and situations that seem brand new to us.

As we begin our own journey of catching sight of CLCH’s mission into the second quarter of the 21
century, coping with the changes brought about or simply speeded up by the Covid pandemic, all our
gifts and inspiration will be needed.

You'll find out more about me. | am a quilter, a cook, and a reader. | love visual arts and the
Minneapolis Institute of Art. | care about the environment and politics. | love to travel by bike (ebike
these days), foot, and train. | am married to John Henrich, mother to two grown sons, grandmother to
two young granddaughters, all local.

Please introduce yourselves to me. | am eager to learn more about who you are and what your vision is
for the future of CLCH. Thank you for inviting me among you for this time of service and growth in faith.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Sarah
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Sunday Worship Themes

January 5 - Eve of Epiphany

Too often, we’ve been told that a successful life is a linear one. But in reality, our lives
unfold with many unexpected twists and turns. The Magi follow a star, embarking on a
long journey in a foreign land in order to honor the newborn Christ. Instead of returning to
Herod as commanded, they trust their dreams and go home by another way. Their road
isn’t straight, but God “makes a way in the wilderness” (Isaiah 43:19) as they follow their
intuition and diverge from the expected path.

Isaiah 43:16-21 and Matthew 2:1-12

January 12 - Baptism of Our Lord

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God'’s
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we
“pass through the waters .. . the rivers. .. fire.” On this day the heavens open again for
this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

Isaiah 43:1-7 + Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 19 —Second Sunday After Epiphany

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God's glory to us as it
was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today
using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice
over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ
Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.

Isaiah 62:1-5 + John 2:1-11

January 26 - Third Sunday after Epiphany

God'’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep.
People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of
God'’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.
Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 + Luke 4:14-21


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-1-12/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-1-19/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-1-26/0#
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Worship Leaders, Readers + Children's Time!
Hello Everyone!

As we are moving into a new year and new season of change here at Christ, | am reaching out to you all as | plan and
prepare the worship guides through Easter.

I am looking for folks who are willing and able to step up and fill the following roles during Worship:
~ Worship Leaders

~ Readers

~ Children's Time Leaders

Please take a look at the following dates, and let me know which ones you would like to sign up for!
Thank you to Kevin, Sumo, & Lara who have filled 3 roles so far this year!

January 19

February 2, 9, 23
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
April 6, 13, 20 (Easter)

Also, if you know of anyone who | haven't included who may want to fill one of these roles (especially youth +

4

children!), let me know.

We are looking forward to including more folks in worship in 2025

Tahnea Brown, Office + Communications
office@christoncapitolhill.com
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Saint Paul Area Synod Opportunities

Where Do We Go From Here? Deep Listening & Racial Justice

Saturday, Jan. 25 - 9 a.m.-12 noon | Gustavus Adolphus, St. Paul

Individuals, leaders, and racial justice ministry teams are all encouraged to participate! This interactive learning
i session comes to you from the synod's Advocates for Racial Equity and the Vitality team! The featured speaker is
Rachel Svanoe Moynihan, somatic coach and embodied antiracism leader (formerly with the Center for Leader-
ship & Neighborhood Engagement). The cost is $20 per person, but if the registration fee is a barrier to partici-
pating, please email tmaybee@aglcigh.org.

Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders

The synod's 2025 Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders will be held on Saturday, Feb. 22, at Shepherd of the Valley
in Apple Valley. This annual event brings together lay leaders, ministry volunteers and church staff from across
the synod for learning and networking. It's an opportunity to learn from experts in a variety of areas related to
congregational life and to hear experiences and perspectives from people in other congregations. Topics for

phas wrference azerblics! 9025 include racial justice, responding to the opioid crisis, leadership discernment, healing nature trails and
more. There will be special workshops for congregation treasurers and presidents.

TOOL KITm‘

FOR CONGREGATIONAL
LEADERS

The registration fee is $20 per person and includes lunch. Tool Kit will be be held in conjunction with conference assemblies,
when the synod's six conferences meet separately for pre-synod assembly business which may include elections, proposed res-
olutions or other matters. Registration will open early in January.

"Tool Kit is a wonderful opportunity to get outside your own congregation to see what others and the larger church are do-
ing, to think new thoughts and ponder new possibilities. There is lots of good energy at these gatherings." - 2024 participant

Children's Ministry Gathering

Monday, Jan. 13 - 1 p.m. | Online

Children’s ministry staff and key volunteers from the Saint Paul and Minneapolis Area Synods are invited to
gather each month for conversation about children’s ministry. Join us in January as we discuss fun ways to
involve parents/caregivers in their child’s faith journey. No registration is necessary!

- Join the Zoom Meeting
L SATHeRIG N Passcode: 938875

Youth Ministry Gathering

Tuesday, Jan. 14 - 3 p.m. | Arbeiter Brewing Co., Minneapolis

Youth ministry staff and key volunteers from the Saint Paul and Minneapolis Area Synods are invited
to gather each month for conversation about youth ministry. Join us in January when we welcome
Joy McElroy of Cherish All Children, who will discuss child safety policies. No registration is necessary;
just show up!

Questions? Contact Josh Svenulski at josh@christusvictor.org.

Sign Ups & Links

Prayer Requests Google Doc
Share your prayers with the community. Click the link (or type it in your browser) to go to the Google Doc and type in your
prayer requests. We will read from this list of prayers in worship & share in the Tuesday emails: https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk

Donate on our website: https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93

Join Zoom Worship from your computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd=YWEON3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09
Meeting ID: 883 8112 1927

Passcode: 364027



https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd%3DYWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1635606777671205&usg=AOvVaw0Dm5Ao3SD1YMs-lHMu7myC
https://www.racheljoysomatics.com/
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TVnp0x4hzqmbS4918vWJzMQrs2s7oKFufhNQdqyLib4w8HCf0h8q-x7xL0ERep8PRNdzlda5D0U63vDfUh59TVwLTjOHdnifEj6SPczzCdXibT0U8IdGSAuWawG-vsJznoWm3E4apmc3DlfIqS2Y9N1Z0lckF1NQrk0tLtqFmSCfrIaAX1LbeYFhC_OkZeTQ5IT5XjwWezJLaYvM0UWvOwz445

T

Upcoming Events a

AVAVAVA
VAVAVAY
AVAVAY.
VAVAVAV

Christ

~t

-y s

Property Team Meetings
Mon, Jan. |3th 9:00am
Thurs,, Jan. 16th  3:30pm
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Finance Team Meeting
Monday, Jan. |3th
6:30pm

Monthly Team Meetings
This month: Exec. Team

Meeting
Monday, Monday, Jan. |3th
7:00 pm

Men’s Group
Second Saturday Book Club Wednesdays
Saturday, Jan. | Ith 4:00pm
CLC Women 9:30am Zoom
Thursday, Jan. |6th @ The Home of Ann F.
9:30 am
January Birthdays

Alganesh Debru January 01 Helen Bandow January 15

Rahwa Gebries January 01 Bob Cloud January 15

Beatrice Kamathi January 01 Alissa Lawson January 17

Amanuel Mekonnen| January 01 Jonathan Tan January 19

Shana Wenger January 05 Cherie Altman January 21

David Mao January 07 Kristen Olsrud January 22

Meisorn Himmtann| January 08 Rochelle Thomsen | January 23

Rith Earm January 10 Houkling Chun Ea January 25

Sydney Kloster January 10 John Wenger January 31

Rim Neth January 10 Mary Wood January 31




DECEMBER COUNCIL NOTES

Pastoral Transition & Interim: The initial candidate from the Synod is no longer available, and a 2™ candidate will be
interviewed this week by the Executive Team. Our plan is to have an interim in place by mid-January. In the meantime, we have
the support of three pastors in place for pastoral support as communicated weekly to the congregation, and others lined up for
preaching and presiding for Sunday worship.

Financial Report:

1 November Financials - General income was $24,284 and budget expenses were $39,825 for a monthly deficit of $15,541.
Offering income continues to be about 11% lower than anticipated. Monthly expenses included Q4 benevolence payments,
but Q4 building payments have not yet been received.

1 YTD general income was $320,145 and budget expenses $380,052 for a deficit of $59,907. The year-end deficit is projected
to be around $40-45,000, which is lower than we had anticipated in our 2024 approved budget.

1 Stewardship Appeal Update: Stewardship Team continues to follow up with a few additional members about their
intended giving.

1 2025 Budgeting Process: Council discussed preliminary budgeting plans, we reviewed each line item and discussed the
impacts of this next year of interim ministry, including whether the interim will be hired at % time or % time for this coming
year. The intention being that our next pastor will be hired as a full-time pastor and we are working with the Synod
regarding future support.

The budget will be refined in the January Council meeting, discussed at the pre-annual meeting on January 19, 2025, and then

presented at the annual meeting on January 26, 2025.

Q4 Congregational Update Debrief: The November 17 update meeting was well attended and good feedback was received
regarding folks feeling less anxious as we enter this interim time, given the pastoral arrangements Pastor Joy put in place and
our work with the Synod to place an interim in January.

Nominating Committee: Emil Jalonen, current VP, will stay on as a member at large. He’s been in contact with Zachary Hanson
about being a new member. Joy McElroy (Secretary) will contact Heidi Wilson, Michael Vogt, and Joseph Christianson. Laura
Delventhal (fulfilling Aaron Haddorff’s term as Treasurer) will contact Pakou Vang and Simon Menase about treasurer role.
Rhonda Niola will check with Charity and Jesus Santos. Beth Rahberg (member at large)...

Other Business & Action Items:

Joy shared that she and Jonathan Zielske are looking into what a Guatemala (ILAG) partnership entails. Expectations are that
there would be a delegation visiting every 1-2 years, which the Zielske and McElroy family are committed to along with others
interested. There is also a $1500 annual fee. We'll be traveling in June and possibly visit a new village, so will have more
information to share after that visit.

Kevin will be checking in with the heads of teams requesting annual meeting reports.

Laura, Kevin and George had a good trip for the Sacred Places grant training.

ﬁontact Information \ si‘f ”
Pastor Sarah Henrich, Pastor - X .
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications office@christoncapitolhill.com j
Tracey Gennrich, Building & Events Mgr. manager@christoncapitolhill.com \
Kevin Bullock, Council President kbullock@ringworld.org A Tree of Life in the City
Nathan Hanson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com Worship Schedule
105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com Sundays at9:30 am by 7Zdom

\ Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’'s downtown!)




