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Remembering and Beginning Again:
Advent and Christmas at Christ

As we enter into Advent and begin a new church year, we at Christ on
Capitol Hill may have a keener than usual perception of endings and
beginnings. Last month, we blessed and honored Pastor Joy’s years of
ministry among us and released her, with our gratitude, to start a new
call. This month, we will celebrate Natalia Peterson’s gifts of music and
leadership shared with this community as she moves into retirement.

At the same time, we welcome a new Music Director, Nathan Hanson, who will work in partnership with Natalia
this month as he transitions into the role. We are also bringing on a new Finance Administrator to continue the
good work that Olivia Disselkamp did over the past year.

Through this season of transition, I'm struck by the ways in which our community is re-gathering and re-
configuring, as familiar faces take up new roles. Pastor Emily Rova-Hegener will return to Christ for some
upcoming Sundays, and the 4th Sunday of Advent will also see the return of Ezra Rahberg to preach the word
among us. Other pastors from among our members will lead worship and offer pastoral care. Volunteers have
stepped up in countless ways to keep the good work of the church going. Because of the efforts of each of you and
of the community of care that surrounds this congregation, we are well equipped to continue to be a beacon of
hope in this season.

Do not fear, for | am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you. —
Isaiah 43:5

Our theme in worship this Advent season is “Words for the Beginning”. This liturgy is full of reminders of the
words we need to hear again and again, particularly as we reflect on what is most important to carry forward as
we shape new ways of being. In our Riverside Innovation Hub cohort we have just entered the season of
Discernment — an invitation to slow down and consider the question, “What has God been preparing us for?”

These strands woven together through the season of Advent help to ground us again in our faith and purpose in
community as we navigate this transitional time. While we don’t yet know what direction this new beginning will
take us, here are some things I've noticed that may point the way for us:

e Global connections in trips to Guatemala and global pastors leading us in worship

e Recognizing the ways in which we are seen and valued as a vital presence in the Capitol neighborhood

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert. — Isaiah 43:19

Please join us in worship and fellowship Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings as we move through this
reflective season together. Join us for our Advent & Christmas Music Festival followed by soup & pie on December
8. Join us as often as you can, and invite others.

As we gather in community and begin again, | commend to you the lessons of the season:

Find new ways to connect with others in the congregation and the community around you.
Watch for signs of new things springing up.
Be reminded of the words we need to hear again and again.
Do the good that is yours to do.
— Kevin Bullock, Council President
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December Worship Themes
Words for the Beginning

- Advent is a season of endings and beginnings. As the calendar year comes to a close, a new
church year begins. Christ’s birth ushers us into new ways of living and loving; and yet, the
. . world as we know it spins madly on. In many ways, pregnant Mary was surrounded by
‘ 6 . endings—Ilarge and small, personal and political. But Mary proclaimed hope in a God who
was and is making all things new. Christ’s birth offered a beautiful new beginning for
‘ . shepherds and Magi alike—all the while, King Herod tried to bring Christ’s story to an end.
‘ When we ourselves navigate seasons filled with endings and beginnings, we need
reminders. We need words that can feel like steady ground, like a path for our feet to find

w as we step forward into the unknown.
We invite you to enter this Advent season as if you are entering a sacred new chapter,

rorTHe BEGINNING holding fast to the reminders that will bolster you for the journey ahead. As you journey
through this season, may you find words for belovedness and hope. May you find words
for beginning again. For no matter what you are facing, no matter what this new day
brings, love is your beginning. —from A Sanctified Art

December 1 - First Sunday of Advent - You Are A Blessing

Mary is described as “blessed among women” (Luke 1:28). She is neither wealthy nor
powerful, and yet she is chosen to bear God’s child. Her story begins with blessedness and
so does ours, for the prophet Isaiah declares that we are claimed by a God who calls our
name. We are a blessing because we belong to God. When blessedness is our beginning,
we begin to see the world—and others—through the eyes of a God who says: “You are
precious in my sight” (Isaiah 43:4).

Isaiah 43: 1-7 and Luke 1: 26-38

December 8 — Second Sunday of Advent - We Can’t Go Alone

One of life’s most essential lessons is that we are never meant to go alone. And yet,
modern culture pushes us more and more into lonely silos. If Ruth had followed her
culture’s norms, she would have gone home to her family of origin after her husband died,
but instead, she commits herself to her mother-in-law, Naomi. Together they form a new
family and covenant. Ruth and Naomi travel together to Bethlehem at the beginning of the
barley harvest, foreshadowing the journey Mary and Joseph will one day take to be
counted in the census. Both Ruth and Naomi as well as Mary and Joseph are
unconventional pairs, but if God can bring unlikely people together, God can form us into a
covenant community too.

Ruth 1, Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12 and Luke 3: 1-6

| December 15 — Third Sunday of Advent - Do The Good That Is Yours To Do &
Christmas Program: Great Joy for All

As John the Baptist is teaching about bearing good fruit, the crowds, tax collectors, and
soldiers ask him, “What, then, should we do?” His answer to each group is slightly
different, but ultimately the same: “Do the good that is yours to do.” We can each bear
good fruit through acts of justice and righteousness. We can all be what Isaiah calls
“repairers of the breach” by satisfying the needs of the afflicted.

Isaiah 58: 9b-12 and Luke 3: 7-16
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Remembering the Saints on All Saints Sunday

N

< December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent — Hope |s Worth The Risk

Hope is vulnerable and can feel like a tremendous risk, especially if you've experienced loss
or trauma. But Mary shows us a resilient hope that takes risks—she risks her body to bear
a son who will become the hope of her people. Similarly, Joseph makes a risky choice to
stay with Mary; dismissing her quietly would have kept him safe. But instead, he chooses
hope. He chooses to trust the angel, and it makes all the difference. It can feel safer and
easier to be a cynic, but the world doesn’t need more cynics. It needs people who say, “It
can be better," and make it so.

Luke 1:46-55 and Matthew 1:18-25

December 24 — Christmas Eve — Love Knows Your Name

Christ’s birth makes the vastness of God personal. The God who made the seas and the
stars is also the God who made your beautiful hair and your striking eyes. The God of
creation takes on flesh, which means you are fully known. When the angels visit the
shepherds in the fields, their message is global but also personal: “To you . . . a savior is
born.” This birth is good news for everyone, especially those who are ignored or
disenfranchised. On this night, God is born, and this God of love knows your name.
Isaiah 9:6 and Luke 2:1-20

December 25 — Christmas Day — O Come Let Us Adore

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining
forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming
flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good
news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the
light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have seen and been transformed by the
arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!

Isaiah 52:7-10 and John 1:1-14

December 29 - First Sunday of Christmas — Don't Forget To Laugh: Selections On

d Joy

The birth of Christ brings good news of great joy to all people, which is cause for
celebration. On this Sunday after Christmas, we encourage you to be playful, to not take
yourself too seriously, to laugh. For laughter is like hope—it has a ripple effect. It's one of
many ways we live and share good news.

Luke 2:10, Matthew 2:10, Isaiah 9:2-3, Psalm 148, Psalm 126: 1-3, Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, Isaiah
55:12-13

Save the Date

| January 5 - Eve of Epiphany — The Road Isn’t Straight

Too often, we’ve been told that a successful life is a linear one. But in reality, our lives
unfold with many unexpected twists and turns. The Magi follow a star, embarking on a
long journey in a foreign land in order to honor the newborn Christ. Instead of returning to
Herod as commanded, they trust their dreams and go home by another way. Their road
isn’t straight, but God “makes a way in the wilderness” (Isaiah 43:19) as they follow their
intuition and diverge from the expected path.

Isaiah 43:16-21 and Matthew 2:1-12
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Thank You from Pastor Joy + Famlly

Thank you so much for the many cards you shared with me—I appreciate so much reading your memories of special times that
we’ve shared in ministry together at Christ. | will read them all again in the coming weeks. Thank you, Hospitality, for a
delicious lunch and five beautiful cakes as well as all the planning, set up and clean up. Thank you to the Council for the
beautiful Tree of Life inspired stole and to the CLC Women for your card and gift. Thank you to all who made a special effort to
attend and for those who reached out to our family to share your farewells—we are so grateful for this beloved community.

~ Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet

Music Notes from Natalia

Advent has in the past usually been a peaceful time for me despite December being filled with preparations for extra church
services. The dark evenings and the snow illuminated by streetlights probably have something to do with the inner peace |

have felt. This year some of the work for Advent events has been taken care of by Beth Rahberg, Deacon Kari Olsen, and
Nathan Hanson, whom | wish to thank. The staff and I, along with our pastors who are filling in, will be doing our best to make a
seamless transition before our interim pastor joins us at Christ on Capitol Hill.

My transition from being a staff member to congregant is bittersweet. | have felt so much appreciation from all of you over the
years. As Pastor Joy and | discussed in our final staff review/exit interview, | happened to come to Christ at the very right time
when a part-time musician was needed for 2-3 Sundays plus all holidays. It’s not easy to find a musician who wants to spend all
their holidays working, unless that musician’s partner is a working pastor. Funny how the Spirit works!

| am thrilled that Nathan Hanson will be our new Music Director. He will bring a fresh look at what our church will do musically,
and his talent is exceptional. | am hopeful that he will receive the support needed by all our musicians, staff, tech team, and

council & n\J‘
ﬁ_/

Thanks to all of you for a wonderful experience here at Christ. My last Sunday as
Music Director will be December 29. Mike and | will return as congregation
members some time in March after a long respite in Arizona.

Blessings to all,
Natalia
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Holiday Community Events
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‘Twas the Night — Caritas Concert to Support Cherish All Children

‘9’;"_<<<, - Join us for an afternoon of Christmas mystery and joy with musical stories performed by Caritas
S 3’.7, Vocal Ensemble.
‘ Y - Sunday December 15, 3:00pm with treats following
%/”[/é@ . Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 285 Dale St. N, Saint Paul
7“,;!/ AL ENSEMBLE - Suggested donation $25 online or at the door

Your contribution allows us to reach children and families with education, tools and skills to stay
safe from in-person and online exploitation, sextortion, and trafficking. Join us to make a
difference!

Jaeb»’({"?: -

Contact joy.mcelroy@cherishallchildren with any questions.
Black Nat|V|ty At Penumbra Theatre
Directed by Lou Bellamy
Musical direction by Sanford Moore and the Kingdom Life Church Choir
Choreography by Marciano Silva dos Santos
December 5 through 22, 2024

Penumbra’s gospel re-telling of the Christmas story returns! For over 30 years, Black Nativity has
brought together generations of Twin Cities families for a soul stirring, foot-stomping holiday
tradition like no other. Director Lou Bellamy and musical director Sanford Moore are again joined by an incredible group of
actors, vocalists and dance artists. Let this timeless story remind you of the reason for the season.

Questions? Contact us at boxoffice@penumbratheatre.org or 651.224.3180.

Access Performances

We offer S5 access tickets to each performance, so that price is never a barrier to participation. Available on a first come, first
served basis using promo code Access — no additional discounts apply. For questions and additional information, please contact
Whitney Blount Smith, Sr. Guest and Client Services Manager, at whitney.blountsm@penumbratheatre.org.
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GLOW Holiday Festival at CHS Field—Runs through January 5th, 2025

Featuring over a million lights, the Enchanted Forest, Vixen’s Zip Line, and Giant Slide,
GLOW is a must-see experience. The elves have been busy gussying up the place with
new exhibits to make sure your holidays are shiny & bright.
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
GLOW is a cashless event, credit/debit cards are accepted at the festival. All tickets are
non-refundable and subject to ticketing fees. Tickets must be purchased in advance online at ticketweb.com.

e Adult General Admission is: $21.75*

e Children (ages 3-12): $12.75*

e Children ages 2 & Under are FREE!

For more information, please email us at tickets@glowholiday.com

Eagles Nest Gifting

We are fortunate enough to be able to partner with Eagles Nest again this year to help supply holiday joy for
families at Eagle’s Nest. In addition to individual gifts, we will collect personal care products, hats, mittens,
scarves and socks. The Eagle’s Nest Shelter is a safe and confidential emergency shelter for women and
children who have experienced trauma from domestic violence, sexual assault and dating violence. All gifts,
gift cards and personal care items should be delivered on or before Sunday, December 15th.



https://www.caritasvocalensemble.org/events
https://www.caritasvocalensemble.org/events
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/caritas-concert-in-support-of-cherish-all-children
mailto:boxoffice@penumbratheatre.org
mailto:whitney.blountsm@penumbratheatre.org
https://www.ticketweb.com/venue/chs-field-st-paul-mn/511615
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SUNDAYS IN ADVENT
e Decemberl AdventBegins | Worship with Pastor Roger Hardy

preaching/presiding
e December8 Advent Two | Worship with Global Pastors leading

e December15 Advent Three | Children’s Advent/Christmas Program and Pastor
Mike Peterson presiding

e December22 Advent Four | Ezra Rahberg preaching and
Pastor Emily Rova-Hegener presiding
ADVENT EVENTS + WEDNESDAYSO
e December4 Holden Evening Prayer | 6:30pm
e December8 Advent & Christmas Music Festival | 4:30pm followed by Soup & Pie
e December 11 Holden Evening Prayer | 6:30pm
e December 18 Holden Evening Prayer | 6:30pm
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
e December24 Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm, Pastor Peter Rogness preaching/presiding
e December 25 Christmas Day at 10:30 am, Global Pastors preaching/presiding

e December 29 First Sunday of Christmas, Lessons & Carols
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.—- Monthly Team Meetings

. This month: Exec. Team
Property Team Meetings Finance Team Meeting

Mon, Dec. 9th 9:00am Meeting
’ Monday, Dec. 9th
Thurs., Dec. 19th 3:30pm on 2:y30pm MON;a())'bDec. 9th
:00 pm

Second Saturday Book Club

Good Neighbor Meeting Saturday, Dec. 14th
Tuesday, Dec. 10th CLC Women 9:30am
12:15pm Thursday, Dec. [9th
9:30 am

Men’s Group Eve of Epiphany:

Wednesdays The Road Isn’t Straight
4:00pm
Zoom Sunday Jan. 5th
9:30am

Sign Ups & Links

Prayer Requests Google Doc
Share your prayers with the community. Click the link (or type it in your browser) to go to the Google Doc and type in your
prayer requests. We will read from this list of prayers in worship & share in the Tuesday emails: https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk

Donate on our website: https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93

Join Zoom Worship from your computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/88381121927?pwd=YWEON3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09
Meeting ID: 883 8112 1927

Passcode: 364027



https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd%3DYWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1635606777671205&usg=AOvVaw0Dm5Ao3SD1YMs-lHMu7myC

NOVEMBER COUNCIL NOTES

Emil Jalonen led a devotion based on a prayer poem by Walter
Brugguemann.

Pastoral Transition & Interim: The executive team met with Justin Grimm,
our Synod representative for this transition. The synod is heavily invested in
our congregation and will be working with us to place an interim pastor.
Pastor Joy has set up Sunday service preachers, presiders, and other roles
through the end of the year.

Personnel Team extended an offer to Nathan Hanson to be our next
Director of Music. He will begin 12/1/24 to overlap with Natalia Peterson
for a smooth transition. We have a strong candidate for the Director of
Finance role and an offer will be made.

Pastor Joy shared a working document that lists the many roles that are
currently in place or have been arranged to support the congregation during
this transition time.

December Birthdays

Carrie Stiles

December 06

Diamond Wilson

December 10

Kathy Kolstad

December 12

Tracy Seitz

December 12

Soraya Harris

December 15

Gabriel Napierala

December 20

Malachi Haddorff

December 21

than budgeted for the month.

year at this time.

October Financials - General income was $26,346 and budget expenses
were $33,542 for a monthly deficit of $7,196. Offering income was lower

YTD general income was $295,861 and budget expenses $340,227 for a
deficit of $44,366. This deficit is lower than we had anticipated in our 2024
approved budget. YTD Offerings are tracking $18,314.58 (11%) behind last

Stewardship Appeal Update: We have received 22 intent cards at this point,
and the team will be reaching out with a goal to receive another 20 intent
cards. It is too soon to know what the 2025 giving picture will be.

2025 Budgeting Process: An initial rough 2025 budget is drafted and we will
continue to modify as more information is known about our interim
candidate salary, projected offering income, etc.

Q4 Congregational Update: Kevin has created a draft agenda and Council
planned out in more detail along with who will lead each section.

Nominating Committee: Outgoing council members will serve as the
nominating team and we have significant roles to fill including VP,
Treasurer, Secretary, and 2-3 members at large.

Other Business: We received the National Fund for Sacred Places grant of
$175,000, which requires matching funds of $175,000 by the congregation
(which can also be raised through other grants). We were not offered the
STAR grant that we had applied for. A big THANK YOU to all who spent
countless hours on these grants for our building restoration!

Brant Thomsen December 25

Sorana Dinu December 27

Micah Putz-Yang December 27

Elizabeth Niola December 30

Leo Rhode December 30

Serena Coltvet December 31

ﬁontact Information

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications
Tracey Gennrich, Building & Events Mgr.
Kevin Bullock, Council President

Natalia Peterson, Music Director

+ Nathan Hanson

office@christoncapitolhill.com
manager@christoncapitolhill.com
kbullock@ringworld.org
musicians@christoncapitolhill.com
n8nhanson@gmail.com

105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com
\ Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown!/

EACH MORNING
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ATree of Life in the City

Worship Schedule
Sundays at 9:30 am by Zdom




