
   

 

Christ Herald November 2024 
Dear People of Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill, 

 

In October, I was called by congregational vote to become Pastor of Faith 

Formation at Incarnation Lutheran Church in Shoreview. I have accepted 

this call, so I have offered my resignation as Pastor of Christ Lutheran 

Church on Capitol Hill. My last Sunday in worship will be November 10. 

 

There are so many feelings about such a change but the biggest feeling 

I’m feeling is gratitude for you all.  

The author of Philippians writes to the church: 

I thank my God for every remembrance of you,  always in every one of 

my prayers for all of you, praying with joy  for your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day until now.  I am confident of this, that the 

one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me 

to think this way about all of you, because I hold you in my heart…       Philippians 1: 3-11 

 

A few dates— 

November 3  All Saints Sunday & Remembrance for Charles (Chuck, Charlie) Engleking 

November 10  Farewell and Godspeed for Pastor Joy and family 

November 17  Worship with Global Pastors leading, Re-scheduled date for the 4th Quarter Update Meeting 

November 24 Worship with Pastor Peter Rogness preaching/presiding 

November 28  Second Annual Gratitude Feast hosted by Shobi’s Table and Daily Work 

 

December 1 Advent begins, Worship with Pastor Roger Hardy preaching/presiding 

December 8 Advent two, Worship with Global Pastors leading and 

    afternoon Advent & Christmas Music Festival, followed by Soup & Pie 

December 15 Advent three, Children’s Advent/Christmas Program and Pastor Mike Peterson presiding 

December 22 Advent four, Zoe Rahberg preaching and Pastor Emily Rova-Hegener presiding 

December 24 Christmas Eve at 4:30 pm, Pastor Peter Rogness preaching/presiding 

December 25 Christmas Day at 10:30 am, Global Pastors preaching/presiding 

December 29 First Sunday of Christmas, Lessons & Carols 

January 5  Eve of Epiphany, Pastor Emily Rova-Hegener preaching/presiding 

 

It has been a true honor and privilege to be pastor at Christ on Capitol Hill. I am so grateful to have served among 

you since 2014, and I treasure the many people and experiences in this community that have shaped me. I’m 

grateful for the love shared with me and my family in this community of faith. We have shared so many 

milestones together. It is a gift to have walked with you on this journey in Christ. I have learned so 

much with you and from you, and I am thankful for you. 

 

During these tender days, I hope that we can make space to say thank you, offer forgiveness, share love, and say 

goodbye. Thank you for your prayers. You are in my prayers too. As we do this work of saying goodbye, we can 

know that God’s love is supporting us each step of the way. 

 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Joy 
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Sunday Worship Themes 

November Worship Themes 
God is our Light – Building Beloved Community 
During this Stewardship Season, we are focusing on the image of God in our midst as light 
for the world—transforming us within and moving us into loving relationship with our 
neighbors, God’s beloved community. 
 

November 3  – All Saints Sunday 

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. 
Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s 
gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he 
demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all 
the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors 
our tears. We bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to 
come. 
Revelation 21: 1-6a and John 11: 32-44 
 

November 10 – Giving Greatly 
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who 
pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who 
in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object 
of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food 
with Elijah, does something of great importance. 
1 Kings 17: 8-16 and Mark 12: 38-44 

 

November 17  – Confident Trust 
November begins with All Saints Day and ends near Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s 
coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the final resurrection and the 
end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, 
the writers sound a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no 
way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting 
the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, the 
more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love. 
Daniel 12: 1-3 and Mark 13: 1-8 
 

November 24 – Reign of Christ Sunday 
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true 
king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would 
be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is 
given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from 
the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen 
to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the 
nonviolent victory of love. 
Revelation 1: 4b-8 and John 18:33-37 
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Remembering the Saints on All Saints Sunday 
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Sign Ups & Links 
 

Prayer Requests Google Doc 
Share your prayers with the community. Click the link (or type it in your browser) to go to the Google Doc and type in your 
prayer requests. We will read from this list of prayers in worship & share in the Tuesday emails:  https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk  
 
 

Donate on our website: https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93  
 
 

Join Zoom Worship from your computer: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd=YWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09  
Meeting ID: 883 8112 1927 
Passcode: 364027 

Restoration Project 2024 
FACILITY EXTERIOR REPAIR AND RESTORATION AND ADA COMPLIANT RESTROOM 

 

Construction to repair and restore portions of our building will begin this spring and continue through Fall2024. 
This project has been financed in part with funds provided by the State of Minnesota from the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund through the Minnesota Historical Society (71%) and Christ Lutheran Foundation (29%). 
 

Christ Lutheran is listed in the National Register of Historical Places.  
 

Project Architect: MacDonald & Mack Architects Contractor: Watson-Forsberg  

Full Circle Theatre Performance 

You’re invited to come and see Full Circle Theatre’s Performance of “The 
Adventures of a Traveling Meskwaki” on Friday, November 15th @ 7:30pm. 

 
The Adventures Of A Traveling Meskwaki by Oogie_Push, a member of the 
Meskwaki Nation will be a multimedia, Native storytelling performance 
piece. Inspired by the actions of the water walkers, Native grandmothers 
working to protect one of our planet’s most precious resources, Adventures 
traces Oogie’s travels across North America as she is moved by a vision to 
cleanse the water after major oil spills. Through her time with myriad tribal 
nations, she develops simple yet profound healing practices to help heal the 
water. Using film projection, movement, storytelling, and ceremony, 
she inspires us to take our own small steps to restore the water and heal the 
planet.  
 

The Adventures Of A Traveling Meskwaki is recommended for general 
audiences (PG/PG-13). The running time is approximately 90 minutes. This 

piece explores themes such as death and boarding schools.   
 

If you are unable to attend the date listed above, we encourage you to go to 
any of the other dates that work with your schedule! 

 
Every performance is Pay as You Are Able in accordance with Full 

Circle’s  Mission and Core Values. 
 

Seating is General Admission. Doors open 30 minutes prior to curtain. 
For box office questions email: fullcircletheatertickets@gmail.com 

https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd%3DYWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1635606777671205&usg=AOvVaw0Dm5Ao3SD1YMs-lHMu7myC
mailto:fullcircletheatertickets@gmail.com
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Grant for Christ on Capitol Hill from the National Fund for Sacred Places 

$4 Million Awarded to 24 Historic Faith Communities by National Fund for Sacred Places 
 
Press Release | Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | October 21, 2024 
Author:The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
 

The National Fund for Sacred Places, a program of Partners for Sacred Places in col-
laboration with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, is pleased to announce 
its 2024 grantees. Twenty-four historically significant faith communities have been 
admitted into the program, which provides capital grants of up to $500,000 and 
hands-on technical assistance to congregations undertaking substantial preserva-
tion projects. 
 
The National Fund for Sacred Places is a one-of-a-kind program that offers support 
to congregations preserving historic and architecturally significant houses of wor-

ship. Since its inception, the National Fund has awarded or pledged over $26 million to 138 community-serving congregations 
representing 26 faith traditions across 42 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. A recent gift of an additional $24 
million in funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. will allow the National Fund to more than double its impact over the next 5 years. 
 
“We are proud to welcome 24 faith communities into the National Fund this year, representing diverse regions, traditions, and 
heritages,” said Bob Jaeger, President of Partners for Sacred Places. “Their buildings will continue to serve as community cen-
ters, art spaces, and safe havens. We’re honored to help them continue this critical work.” 
 
We are delighted to announce that Christ on Capitol Hill has been selected to be in the 2024 Cohort of grant recipients from 
the National Fund for Sacred Places. 
 
The membership of Christ Lutheran Church, now known as Christ on Capitol Hill (COCH), was first organized in 1868 by Scandi-
navian immigrants. Their 1915 Beaux Arts building was designed by Buechnner and Orth in 1915 to be in stylistic harmony 
with the Minnesota State Capitol, located directly across the street and completed in 1905. In its early days, the congregation 
was primarily composed of Norwegian immigrants, and their focus on serving newcomers to the United States has continued 
to the present day, welcoming immigrants and refugees from Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Eritrea, Liberia, and Nigeria, all now 
part of the COCH community. 
 
COCH’s strategic location allows the congregation to play an active role in its community. Their historic building is home to five 
non-profits serving a range of community members, including: facilitating solutions to language-, transportation-, and housing
-related challenges for job seekers; advocacy for food justice in the areas of hunger, poverty, and the environment; a pay-as-
you-can food truck that serves meals 4 days per week across St. Paul; and support for affordable housing through advocacy 
and policy development. In 2023-2024, COCH hosted over 25 legislative advocacy events, giving over 5,000 Minnesotans a 
space to gather before walking across the street to the State Capitol. 
 
A National Fund grant of $175,000 with matching funds of $175,000 raised by the congregation will support masonry rehabili-
tation, creating a water-tight enclosure to prevent further deterioration of the walls and improving safety and public access to 
the building. 

https://www.fundforsacredplaces.org/
https://savingplaces.org/national-fund-for-sacred-places
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You’re Invited to the Gratitude Feast  
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Upcoming Events at Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLC Women 

Thursday, Nov. 21st 

9:30 am 

Second Saturday Book Club 

Saturday, Nov. 9th 

9:30am 

Property Team 

George Kolstad—property@christoncapitolhill.com 

Dave Nass, Dave Krahn, Peter Rogness, Roger Hardy, Joel Rhode, Steve Senty 

 

Abundance Kitchen Partners 

• Shobi's Table - Kari Olsen - pay as you can food truck 

• Plant Bar Cafe - Phillip MacGraw - works to educate people about nutrition 

• Sambusa Express - Abdi Ahmed - food truck 

Building Partners Directory 
Church Office—651-222-3619 

St. Paul Area Synod—651-224-4313 

Daily Work—651-204-3043 

Lutheran Advocacy—651-224-5499 

Shobis Table—shobistable@gmail.com 

Abundance Kitchen—651-377-8761 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Team Meetings 

Mon, Nov. 11th  9:00am 

Thurs., Nov. 21st 3:30pm 

Monthly Team Meetings 

This month: Council Meeting  

Monday, Nov. 11th 

7:00 pm 

Finance Team Meeting 

Monday, Nov.11th 

6:30pm 

Men’s Group 

Wednesdays 

4:00pm 

Zoom 

 
 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
• December 1 Advent begins, 

Worship with Pastor Roger Hardy 

preaching/presiding 

 

• December 8 Advent two, 

Worship with Global Pastors 

leading and afternoon Advent & 

Christmas Music Festival, 

followed by Soup & Pie 

 

• December 15 Advent three, 

Children’s Advent/Christmas 

Program and Pastor Mike 

Peterson presiding 

 

• December 22 Advent four, Zoe 

Rahberg preaching and Pastor 

Emily Rova-Hegener presiding 

 

• December 24 Christmas Eve at 

4:30 pm, Pastor Peter Rogness 

preaching/presiding 

 

• December 25 Christmas Day at 

10:30 am, Global Pastors 

preaching/presiding 

 

• December 29 First Sunday of 

Christmas, Lessons & Carols 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Neighbor Meeting 

Tuesday, Nov. 12th 

12:15pm 

 

Gratitude Feast 

Thursday, Nov. 28th 

11:30 - Doors open 

1:30 - Buffet Served 
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105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com 
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown! 

A Tree of Life in the City 

November Birthdays 

OCTOBER COUNCIL NOTES 
 
Pastor Joy shared news that Incarnation Lutheran in Shoreview is voting on 
Sunday to call her to ministry as Pastor of Faith Formation. She plans to accept 
this call if the vote is favorable. We discussed communication steps to the 
congregation: 
 
● Pastor Joy will inform the full Council before this Sunday, October 13. 
● Inform congregation by email Monday, October 14 and via letter mailed to 
homes. 
● Last Sunday will be November 10 and last work day November 15. 
Other notes: Transitioning Ben out of the lead tech role, who are the lead grant 
people in the congregation, supporting our building in the long-term - what are 
new possibilities we may be led into? 
 
Q4 Congregational Update Meeting - New date is Sunday, November 17 after 
worship. Kevin will draft an agenda and pass along for our review. 
 
Sacred Places Grant - We learned that we have been approved for this grant but 
this will not be announced until October 21. 
 
STAR grants - Saint Paul Council is voting in October about grant recipients. 
 
UPDATES ON ONGOING WORK 
 
Constitution & Bylaws - Nothing new to share as news has not come from the 
Synod office about our draft. 
 
Personnel Team - We have two applicants for the Director of Music position. 
Hoping for two more and we hope to schedule interviews the week of October 
21. Finance Administrator position is also in process and we’re waiting on 
applicant paperwork. 
 
Stewardship Appeal - First letter has gone out. Kevin shared that the 2nd letter 
and a brochure will be going out followed by October 27 as Stewardship Sunday 
to turn in 2025 giving intent cards. 
 
Other Business Action Items: 
 
Proposed Guatemala Partnership - Joy McElroy proposed that we consider 
becoming a partner church of ILAG - Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala. Her 
family and brother Jonathan’s family are very invested in annual trips to the 
Lutheran center and the village of Las Rosas. Joy will check into what a 
partnership involves (financial and time/travel commitment) and report to the 
full Council at our November meeting. 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sundays at 9:30 am by Zoom 

Contact  Information 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                              pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications        office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tracey Gennrich, Building & Events Mgr.          manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Kevin Bullock, Council President                          kbullock@ringworld.org  
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                        musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

  

  

  


