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 Peace of the Prairie: A Liturgy for the Here and Now 
Sunday, November 3, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Peace of the Prairie: A Liturgy for Here and Now 
A Signature Liturgy of Shalom Hill Farm in Windom, Minnesota 
Composed By Carol Meier with Meta Herrick Carlson, spoken liturgical texts, copyright 2023 
Commissioned and Inspired by Shalom Hill Farm 

 
 

Congregational responses are in bold print.  
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.  

 
PRELUDE                Britt Dougall  
  
THEME - All Saints Sunday 
Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most 
tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; 
in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he 
demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for 
all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God 
honors our tears. We bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s 
feast to come. 
 
WELCOME 
 
INVOCATION 
Grace and peace to you from the God of Shalom, who creates, claims, and calls you for 
here and now. Amen. 
 
*GATHERING SONG    Shall We Gather at the River    Worship 423  
 
GATHERING PRAYER 
God of every time and every place, by your Spirit we have been gathered from the 
rhythms and rituals of daily life to remember who and whose we are. Guide our 
attention to the here and now, so that we take root like lilies of the field and spread our 
wings like birds of the air, restored by your provision and peace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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LITANY: WE REMEMBER 
The Christian faith asks us to hold many truths in tension with one another. 
We plant our feet on Dakota land, on layers of soil and stories 
and acknowledge that people and places contain multitudes.  
We remember the generous gifts of creation and God’s promise of enough.  
We remember glacial melt, the birth pangs of prairie, ancestors singing, Water is Life!  
We remember acres sold and treaties breaking, settlers unsettling and systems taking.  
We remember the legacy and loss of bison, of nations oppressed and removed.  
We remember the isolation of immigration, homesteads far from new neighbors and old 
country. 
We remember Dakota people already and not yet, and resilient voices in this generation. 
We remember farmers who labor to feed the world, who know wind and weather in their 
bones. 
We remember the call to turn from the myth of scarcity, to interrupt patterns of harm with 
justice. 
We remember we belong to each other and to this land, all relations of the God who re-
members. 
Re-member us, O God. Amen. 
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CENTERING SONG: HERE AND NOW 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith 
and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING     Revelation 21: 1-6a        Readers 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 

them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for 

the first things have passed away.”  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 

am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” 6a Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 

the end.”  

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Worship 175  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 

*You may 
stand  
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GOSPEL        John 11: 32-44        Pastor 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME: Remembrance of Charles Engleking    Pastor Joy  McDonald Coltvet 

 
MESSAGE              Pastor Joy  McDonald Coltvet 
 
*SONG OF THE DAY     Give Thanks for Saints      Worship 428  
 
REMEMBRANCE OF OUR BELOVED SAINTS 
 

Saints from the worshiping community are named. 
You may come up at any time to light candles for your loved ones 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  
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PRAYERS FOR THE PRAIRIE (INSPIRED BY PSALM 8) 
 
Let us pray for the whole creation and our place within the order of things. 
O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth! 
 
Vast like a crown set above the heavens and near like babble from the mouths of infants, a 
refuge of protection to shelter and keep us in the acoustics and chorus of your truth, an 
anthem of liberation and life written on our hearts at the beginning of time! 
O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth! 
 
When we behold the magnitude of your making, the cosmic labor of your love for us: the 
moon and stars that you have established; the wind and streams and prairie and fields; we 
marvel that we are so small - and still we matter so much to your delight and design! 
O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth! 
 
You made us in your image; every neighbor, stranger, kin; called stewards of your beauty 
and belonging, all that lives entrusted to our good care, especially we pray for . . . 
Let every creature that grazes and frolics, that slithers and flutters and burrows and swims 
be fruitful and multiply, in praise to you! 
O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth! 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE  The Peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you.   

You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow or 
wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.  

 
OFFERING        For All the Saints (ELW 422)     Britt Dougall  
 

Thank you for your giving which makes this place of welcome, hope and reaching out 
possible. You’re welcome to give in the offering baskets or give online at 

christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this 
meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the 
hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name. Amen. 
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*You may 
stand  

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
WORDS FOR THE MEAL/INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
Jesus has promised his full presence in this meal. We don't know how he does it, showing 
up with the bread and wine so that we cannot pull them apart. This love is impossible and 
irrational. It is everything we need and cannot give ourselves.  And so we come to the table 
with open and empty hands, trusting  a mystery that is turning the world around. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. Be our guest. Let these gifts to us be blessed. May there be enough to 
share on every table everywhere. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation. 
 
COMMUNION        In Heaven Above      Worship 630  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Faithful God, you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and 
blood of your Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have 
made, and among the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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BLESSING  
The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, now risen, the Indwelling One, poured 
out, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     O God Beyond All Praising     Worship 880  
 
CHARGE   
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                   Britt Dougall  

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 

There will be a choir rehearsal on Wednesday, 
November 6 at 6:30 in the Sanctuary 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/ 
Presider 
Pastor Joy  McDonald 
Coltvet 
  
Worship Leader 
Kari Alice Olsen  

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Britt Dougall  
Anne Zielske  
Linnea Krahn  

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Henrietta Siebo  

Communion 
Setup 
Ann Jalonen 
Joy McElroy 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Pat Carlson 
George Kolstad 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
 

Farewell & Godspeed for Pastor Joy & Family 

Dear People of Christ Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill, 
In October, I was called by congregational vote to become Pastor of Faith 
Formation at Incarnation Lutheran Church in Shoreview. I have accepted 
this call, so I have offered my resignation as Pastor of Christ Lutheran 
Church on Capitol Hill. My last Sunday in worship will be November 10. 
There are so many feelings about such a change but the biggest feeling I’m 

feeling is gratitude for you all. 
 

The author of Philippians writes to the church: 
I thank my God for every remembrance of you,  always in every one of my prayers for all of 
you, praying with joy  for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I hold you 
in my heart… Philippians 1: 3-11 
 

It has been a true honor and privilege to be pastor at Christ on Capitol Hill. I am so grateful to 
have served among you since 2014, and I treasure the many people and experiences in this 
community that have shaped me. I’m grateful for the love shared with me and my family in this 
community of faith. We have shared so many milestones together. It is a gift to have walked 
with you on this journey in Christ. I have learned so much with you and from you, and I am 
thankful for you. 
 

During these tender days, I hope that we can make space to say thank you, offer forgiveness, 
share love, and say goodbye. Thank you for your prayers. You are in my prayers too. As we do 
this work of saying goodbye, we can know that God’s love is supporting us each step of the 
way. 
 

Peace in Christ, 
Pastor Joy  
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Hospitality  for All Ages 
 

National Fund for Sacred Places Grant Awarded to Christ 

Join in celebrating the good news - Christ on Capitol Hill has been 
named to the 2024 Cohort of National Fund for Sacred Places grant 
recipients! A National Fund grant of $175,000 with matching funds 
of $175,000 raised by the congregation will support masonry 

rehabilitation, creating a water-tight enclosure to prevent further deterioration of 
the walls and improving safety and public access to the building. 
Laura Delventhal, George Kolstad and Erik Wohlrabe will travel in November on 
behalf of Christ for the training that launches us in this grant and fundraising process! 
https://www.fundforsacredplaces.org/participants/christ-on-capitol-hill-church/ 

Poinsettias for Christmas (yes, it’s too early for this but….) 
Yes, it feels early but please take time today to order poinsettias for 
Christmas. The order is due in early November. Please take a moment 
to sign up today or send a note to Tahnea Brown  including the 

number of poinsettias you would like to order and if you would like them to be in 
memory or honor of a loved one. 
office@christoncapitolhill.com 

 
ELCA Worship Survey–your participation will help our whole church! 
You are invited to participate in this survey shared by the ELCA–we would 
love it if EVERYONE would please take 15 minutes to fill this out. The ELCA 
will send a $200 gift card in thanks for our participation. Please let us know 
if you need assistance to participate. Thank you so much for your 

responses! 
Faith Communities Today (FACT) Attender Survey 

https://covidreligionstudy.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GYI89a3NMOwuFw?
congregation=20275 
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Preacher/ 
Presider 
Pastor Joy  
McDonald Coltvet 
  
Worship Leader 
Paul Kising'u  

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Dr. David Langemo 
Natalia Peterson  
Kari Olsen  

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Sumo Korkorlor  

Communion 
Setup 
Linda Koopmans 
Linnea Krahn 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Scott Seitz 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
 

https://www.fundforsacredplaces.org/participants/christ-on-capitol-hill-church/
https://covidreligionstudy.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GYI89a3NMOwuFw?congregation=20275
https://covidreligionstudy.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GYI89a3NMOwuFw?congregation=20275
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 THIS WEEK 

Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 

www.christoncapitolhill.com 
 
 

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                              pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tracey Gennrich, Event & Building Manager     manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Kevin Bullock, Council President                   kbullock@ringworld.org  
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                    musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

Wifi 
Network: CLCH-Guest 

Password: Christ22 

FACILITY EXTERIOR REPAIR AND RESTORATION AND ADA COMPLIANT RESTROOM 
Construction to repair and restore portions of our building has begun and continues into Fall 2024. Work to be done 
will include construction to repair and restore the upper portions of the east and west sides of the sanctuary exterior 

and the bell towers. In addition, during the latter portion of this timeframe an ADA-compliant restroom will be 
constructed in Fellowship Hall adjacent to the dishwashing room. 

 

This project has been financed in part with funds provided by the State of Minnesota from the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund through the Minnesota Historical Society. 

 

Christ Lutheran is listed in the National Register of Historical Places. 
Project Architect: MacDonald & Mack Architects Contractor: Watson-Forsberg 

SAVE THE DATES 
• November 9  Bega Kwa Bega Fall Festival at Shepherd of the Valley, Apple Valley  

• November 10 Farewell and Godspeed for Pastor Joy & family 
• November 17 Newly re-scheduled date for the 4th Quarter Update Meeting 

• November 28 Gratitude Feast hosted by Shobi’s Table and Daily Work  

• December 1 Advent begins 

Date Time Event Location 

Tue, Nov 5 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Parking Lot 

Wed, Nov 6 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom 

Sun, Nov 10 9:30 am Worship - Giving Greatly + Farewell & 
Godspeed for Pastor Joy & Family 

In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 

 10:45 am Godly Play + Four12 Youth Godly Play Room & 
Abundance Kitchen 

Mon, Nov 11 6:30 pm Finance Team Zoom 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting Zoom 


