Christ Herald October 2024
Christ is Our Light - Building Beloved Community

This October promises to be a beautiful month—
we’ll begin with Animal Blessing Sunday. If you do
not have pets, please bring a photo of an animal
that you love or stuffed animal that brings
comfort. If you have a pet, you are encouraged to
bring your pets for a blessing in worship. We give
thanks for the unconditional love and affection
that animals bring to our lives. Weather
permitting, we will have a second opportunity to
bless animals outdoors in Peace Garden at 11:45
am.
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Children are mentioned several times in the
gospel texts this fall. Thank you for every action
that you take to make sure that children feel
welcome and honored in the worship space.
Thank you for supporting them when they are
greeters, readers, worship leaders, or help serve
communion. We are grateful for a space where
children are empowered for leadership and
honored in worship, especially this autumn. We
are to learn from our children how to enter God’s
kingdom.

In mid-October, we will begin our Stewardship
Season. Our theme this year is Christ is Our
Light—Building Beloved Community. Our theme
song this season will be “My Lighthouse” by Rend
Collective. If you’d like a little preview, you can watch the video at this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=reAlJKv7ptU

You should have already received the first letter from our Stewardship team and early this month, you’ll
receive a second letter and brochure, inviting you to consider your intended giving for 2025. Thank you
for considering this opportunity prayerfully and with hope for the future that God intends.

Red, the color of Reformation & Confirmation Sunday, is for cleansing fire. When fire sweeps through a
forest, it burns up overgrowth and detritus, reforming the land in preparation for new growth. Some
conifers need the heat of a fire to sprout, so they lie dormant for years and sometimes decades waiting
for the inevitable forest fire. To make reformation in the church, the fire of truthful examination,
deliberation, and courage is needed to make room for needed change. We celebrate the Holy Spirit’s
moving in the lives of Rory Bullock, Elizabeth Niola, Eastin and Sibley Santos who will affirm the promises
of baptism on Sunday, October 27. Come to celebrate Confirmation with them that day!

Blessings,
Pastor Joy



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reAlJKv7ptU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reAlJKv7ptU
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Sunday Worship Themes
October Worship Themes
We move a season of focusing on God’s Very Good Creation to Stewardship
Season.

Christ 1s our Light — Building Beloved Community

October 6 — Saint Francis Sunday + Animal Blessing

We are created for relationships and this not only means lifelong loving

] commitments but an ability to care for children and every being in creation. Jesus
says that the kingdom of God belongs to little children, echoing the psalmist who
sings, “O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!--you whose
glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children.”
Psalm 8 and Mark 10: 13-16

october 13- LOove Opens the Door to Life

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a
good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked
on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door
to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the
message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message
with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other.

Psalm 90: 12-17 and Mark 10:17-31

October 20 - Greatness is Found in Giving

B Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus,
leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God'’s take on importance and power.
Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a

. direct challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over
others is what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are
praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the
cross, a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and service.
Psalm 91: 9-16 and Mark 10: 35-45

October 27— Reformation & Confirmation Sunday

Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by
addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that
Jesus is the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust
powers that be? Bartimaeus won'’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call
for help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer
to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?”

Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Psalm 46 and Mark 10:46-52

Save the Dates

November 3 - All Saints Sunday
December 1 - Advent Begins 2
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Stewardship Season
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¢ Christ is our Light — Building Beloved Community
£ Watch for this mailing coming to you early this October!

TIutroduction

This year has brought an unprecedented amount of change to the land around our building.
Construction is underway in all directions. Cranes and piles of dirt, weeds and dug up concrete,
workers and orange caution cones are the current landscape, and in the middle of all that, Christ
on Capitol Hill stand as a beacon in the night, visible for the first time from the west, offering a
place of light and belonging. Even in the middle of chaos, we keep centered in Christ.

New growth is underway both inside and out—Baptisms and weekly Communion, fellowship
and learning continue inside. Outside, we serve in a variety of ways including hosting events,
supporting Shobi’s Table and the many users of our kitchen. The garden team keeps at its work,
tending beautiful growing pollinators that surround those who find a moment of quiet in Peace
Garden. We'’ve been listening to our neighbors in an intentional way this year and our priorities
come from that listening.

It is you who light my lamp; the LORD, my God, lights up my darkness. Psalm 18: 27-32

Priorities for 2025

No one lights a lamp and then hides it or puts it under a clay pot. A lamp is put on a lampstand, so everyone who comes into the
house can see the light. Luke 11:33

Here are three of the ways in which your weekly giving allows us to continue Building Beloved Community in 2025:

Prepare - Christ is getting ready for a new chapter of ministry to begin as the construction all around comes to completion
and brings a new kind of life and vitality to the Capitol-Rice neighborhood and extended community.

Tend - christ is under construction, cleaning and clearing spaces, even as Christ tends each person who comes through our

doors. We utilize our space to host those on the way to the Capitol and leans in for a kind, listening ear over lunch. There is a
reason Christ is here in this particular place and time.

Slhare— Christ shares hospitality with all who are hungry in body, mind and spirit. Christ shares financial resources, time and
space with others from what we have already received. Christ advocates with and for our neighborhood, city and state.

Appéal Goal

New and increased offerings of $60,000 or more

TIuvitation and Response

This past year has been full of challenges and unexpected gifts. As Christ
gets ready for 2025, you are needed to prayerfully and honestly consider
how you have gifts to share. Pray for Christ’s mission and ministry
together. Get ready to prepare, tend and share.
Take time to complete your Statement of Intent for 2025 as we gather
them in on Commitment Sunday, October 27, 2024. Or you may send your
response directly to the church office.

office@christoncapitolhill.com

105 University Ave W, Saint Paul, MN 55103




Kaszubowski Family Baptism

The Kaszubowski family writes, “Thank you for a great day for Wells and a fantastic baptism and
service. Our families continue to talk about how amazing the service was and the music!’

Sign Ups & Links

Prayer Requests Google Doc
Share your prayers with the community. Click the link (or type it in your browser) to go to the Google Doc and type in your
prayer requests. We will read from this list of prayers in worship & share in the Tuesday emails: https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk

Donate on our website: https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93

Join Zoom Worship from your computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/88381121927?pwd=YWEON3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09
Meeting ID: 883 8112 1927

Passcode: 364027

Restoration Project 2024
Vl m FACILITY EXTERIOR REPAIR AND RESTORATION AND ADA COMPLIANT RESTROOM
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Y Construction to repair and restore portions of our building will begin this spring and continue through August
2024. This project has been financed in part with funds provided by the State of Minnesota from the Arts and

y Cultural Heritage Fund through the Minnesota Historical Society (71%) and Christ Lutheran Foundation (29%).
CLEAN
WATER Christ Lutheran is listed in the National Register of Historical Places.
LAND & 4
LEGACY Project Architect: MacDonald & Mack Architects Contractor: Watson-Forsberg

AMENDMENT


https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd%3DYWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1635606777671205&usg=AOvVaw0Dm5Ao3SD1YMs-lHMu7myC

Deep Dive Conf rmation Service in September
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Well done!

Deep Dive
Confirmation youth
{85 0000 and families from
Bethlehem, Christ,
Fatih, Immanuel,
Pilgrim made blankets
to donate to LSS for
use with Foster Care
Families (or where
needed most).

Thank you for your
service!
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The Threat of Christian Nationalism: Rebuilding Trust in the Age of Fear with Mike Peterson
October 6th & |3th

Invitations to join the conversation about the dangers of Christian Nationalism....

Why should I be concerned about Christian Nationalism?

.I. (this from the ELCA website)
G 0 D & co U N Rv Government should not prefer one religion over another or religion over
: nonreligion.

| Religious instruction is best left to our houses of worship, other religious institutions
''|''AIf@ and families.

America's historic commitment to religious pluralism enables faith communities to
live in civic harmony with one another without sacrificing our theological convictions.

Conflating religious authority with political authority is idolatrous and often leads to oppression of minority and other marginalized
groups as well as the spiritual impoverishment of religion.

We must stand up to and speak out against Christian nationalism, especially when it inspires acts of violence and intimidation—
including vandalism, bomb threats, arson, hate crimes, and attacks on houses of worship—against religious communities at home
and abroad.

Why should I be concerned about Christian Nationalism?
[From Alejandra Salemi, speaker at United Methodist Church 2024 General Conference]
When she was asked, “Are young people even interested in spirituality anymore?”
Part of her answer...
“The answer is yes...
| think there is a particular aspect of its reputation that capital-C Church needs to repair: the harm done by the religious right.
Whether or not your local church actually has anything to do with the religious right, to those who have been harmed by religious
institutions or who have associated religious institutions with harm, a church is a church.”

Here is my question: If the church has done harm to the faith of young people, as she says, then wouldn’t Jesus’ words from Luke
17: 1-2 have meaning for this time....
Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through
whom they come. %It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to
cause one of these little ones to stumble.

Why should | be concerned about Christian Nationalism?

What are Christian Nationalists up to now? Mandate for Leadership 2025 (also known as Project 2025) is the Heritage
Foundations blueprint for the next conservative revolution. It not only changes our form of government from a democracy to a
theocratic autocracy, but it will choose which form of religion is the legally approved one. And trust me ELCA Lutherans...we will
not be on the ‘chosen’ list!

“In Germany, the Nazis first came for the communists, and | did not speak up, because | was not a Communist. Then
they came for the Jews, and | did not speak up, because | was not a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and | did not
speak up, because | was not a trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics, and | did not speak up, because | was not a
Catholic. Then they came for me ... and by that time, there was no one to speak up for anyone.”

—Martin Niemoller

Why should | be concerned about Christian Nationalism?

Nationalism in all its [forms] is divisive because it separates the chosen few from those who are bad for society. We
have seen what it has done in the world (Nazi Germany). Nationalism is just the opposite of the message of Jesus. Christians
believe that Jesus taught us to love our neighbor, not to ‘lord it over others as the Gentiles do’, and even to love our enemies (or at
least pray for them). The two messages are incompatible. Yet, there are people who claim to be both. Those people are lying. If
they are Nationalists then they cannot be Christian. They are wolves who are wearing sheep’s clothing...they are fake and they are
dangerous. Will Christians step up and shout ‘Wolf!” before it is too late? 6




Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, Oct. 6th
| 1:45 am - Peace Garden
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Finance Team Meeting
Monday, Oct.7th
6:30pm
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Good Neighbor Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 8th
12:15am

Second Saturday Book Club
Saturday, Oct. 12th
9:30am

CLC Women
Thursday, Oct. |7th
9:30 am

Commitment Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 27th
9:30am
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Reformation Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 27th
9:30am

Men’s Group
Wednesdays
4:00pm
Zoom

Monthly Team Meetings

This month: Executive Meeting

Monday, Oct. 7th
7:00 pm
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Property Team Meetings

Mon, Oct. 14th  9:00am
Thurs., Oct.17h  3:30pm
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Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 27th
9:30am
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SAVE THE DATES

November 3 - All Saint Sunday
November 17 or 24 - 4th Quarter
Update

December 1 - Advent Begins




SEPTEMBER COUNCIL NOTES

Pastor Joy led devotion from the book Perseverance. We reflected on when we
get stuck, we can loosen our grip, let go of control and see what’s to come.

Financial Report:

July and August Financials - General income was $22,516 (July), $26,077 (August)
and budget expenses were $32,486 (July), $38,622 (August). Envelope giving for

the summer months has been as expected, however YTD we have experienced a

12% shortfall. Expenses higher in August due to quarterly benevolence payments
made.

YTD general income at $214,509 and budget expenses $274,381 for a deficit of
$59,872. This deficit is higher than anticipated at this point in the year, and does
not include two special gifts (56,800 from Cambodian Orchestra dissolution,
$19,973 from Maureen Austinson Thrivent policy) until Council discusses and
approves these being added to the general budget. Escrow funds have assets of
$129,345. There is a deficit in the technology escrow of $2,569. Council decided
to apply $3,400 (half of the Cambodian Orchestra gift) to the technology escrow
and the remainder of both gifts to our general budget. This moves $23,373 into
the budget (53400 Cambodian music, $19,973 Maureen) making our YTD deficit
$36,499.

Fall Stewardship Campaign & Conversations About 2025 - Plans are in the works
with the theme “God is our light: Building the beloved community.” This
resonates with all that’s happening around our building along with our
innovation and renewal work. We will send out a letter that includes information
about the fall stewardship campaign and our current financial state going into
2025.

Music Director Transition & Personnel Committee - Natalia will be retiring at the
end of the year and the Personnel Committee will be editing the job description
and plan to post in October. Possible gift to Natalia is to organize an Advent music
festival with a small team organizing this instead of Natalia this year. Followed
with pie!

Updates:

Our new building partner is a home-fired pizza business.

Emil will be stepping down from his role as vice president of Council at the end of
the year. We thanked him for his contributions and for staying through year end.
We have not heard back yet about grants that we have applied for.

Innovation Team - Our next cohort meeting is Monday, September 16 and we
continue in the Season of Interpretation.

Constitution and Bylaws - We have sent the draft to the Synod for approval and
are awaiting their response. Emil will send an email to check in.

\

pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com
office@christoncapitolhill.com
manager@christoncapitolhill.com
kbullock@ringworld.org
musicians@christoncapitolhill.com

ﬁontact Information

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications
Tracey Gennrich, Building & Events Mgr.
Kevin Bullock, Council President

Natalia Peterson, Music Director

105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com
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October Birthdays

Jonathan Moffitt October 08
Nicolina Moua October 08
Lyric Higgins October 09
Michael Vogt October 10
Quincy Altman October 11
Thessaly Balasis October 12
Kari Kruse October 13
Eastin Santos October 19
Rory Bullock October 22
Ben McDonald Coltvet October 22
Alyssa Thomsen October 23
Mike Peterson October 24
Sally Zadlo October 24
Sanklai Vangyang October 31
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ATree of Life in the City
Worship Schedule

Sundays at 9:30 am by Zoom

\ Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown!)




