
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance and Thanksgiving 
 For the life of  

+ Maureen Ann Austinson + 

 

November 26, 1935 - February 11, 2024 



2 

 

Prelude                 Natalia Peterson 
  
Welcome 
 
Processional Hymn  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling  Worship 608 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Greeting & Prayer 
 
Eulogy,  Sharing Memories and Luther’s Morning Prayer 
 
Luther’s Morning Prayer  
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 
this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from 
sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  
 
Song     His Eye Is On the Sparrow   See Insert  
 
Words of Hope 
Isaiah 43: 1-2a 
Psalm 121 
 
John 14: 1-6, 18-20 
John 20: 11-18 
 
Message         Pastor Joy 
 
Song of the Day   I Come to the Garden Alone         See Insert  
 
Prayers 
 
Cambodian Lord’s Prayer 
 
Peace  
 
Commendation 
 
Luther’s Evening Prayer 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have gra-
ciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things.  
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Closing Blessing  
 
Song     Go, My Children With My Blessing   Worship 543 
 
Postlude                Natalia Peterson 
 

Officiant  Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet 
Musician  Natalia Peterson 
Tech/Sound  Bobbie Cloud, Chris Kay 
Ushers   Scott Seitz, George Kolstad 
 
Pallbearers  Andy Heck, Brandon Edden, D'Mazjai Short, Baraka Walker,  
   George Kolstad, Peter Rogness 
,  

Thank you for coming to this service of remembrance and thanksgiving.  
Memorials may be directed to Christ on Capitol Hill, 

any of the organizations she supported, or to the family.  
You are invited to a lunch provided by the Heck family and Christ Hospitality Team. 

Burial at Forest Lawn cemetery will follow lunch. 
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EULOGY 
 

 Maureen Ann Austinson was born on November 
26, 1935 to Dr. Harold and Myrtle (Meland) Heck. She was 
a proud graduate of Johnson High School and the University 
of Minnesota, where she not only earned a teaching degree 
but two Master’s degrees.  She was a member of the Alpha 
Delta Kappa organizations for women educators for at least 
55 years. 
 She taught in Roseville Area Schools for 40 years 
and was a beloved 2nd and 3rd grade teacher. In the 
Roseville schools, she gained a lifelong friend and beloved 
partner, Lee Short. They loved and supported each other, 
raised great-grandchildren, traveled together by train to be 
with Lee’s relatives in Louisiana, and were together when 
she unexpectedly died on Sunday, February 11, 2024. 
 Maureen was very devoted to her church—Christ 
Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill. She taught Sunday School 
for 23 years and shaped the life and faith of countless  
hildren, youth that she mentored, and families that she befriended. She was the representative 
who shared Bibles with 3rd graders for many years, helping families to fulfill a baptismal 
promise to “place in their hands the scriptures.” Maureen sang in choir and loved art and  
purchased and gifted art, both to support local artists and to beautify the Gathering space. She 
was an ESL tutor with SE Asian Ministries and was very active in helping new immigrant Hmong 
artists to sell paj ntaub (pronounced pan dau) - Hmong story cloths. She was president of the 
CLC Women’s group for more than 10 years and formed many close friendships. She passion-
ately led the congregation’s annual gift-gathering for Eagle’s Nest, a shelter for women and 
children who escaped domestic violence. 
 She is also remembered for sending cards on birthdays, giving gifts and treats, and sup-
porting youth in all the kinds of fundraisers for school, troops and clubs. Maureen also support-
ed many other groups including the Landmark Center, the Sons of Norway, and Mindekirken—
The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church in Minneapolis. 
 She loved the Minnesota Twins. She loved bowling and led an incredibly active 
life. Maureen loved to travel and visited many countries. She loved to celebrate holidays and 
enjoyed festive clothing. She loved when Lee brought her flowers. 
 Maureen was preceded in death by her parents and brother Bradley Heck. Maureen is 
lovingly missed and remembered by Lee Short, his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; her sister-in-law Margaret (Biorn) Heck, niece Kari Heck, nephew Andy Heck, 
cousins Gordon and Vida Meland, Susan Meland, and many other beloved family and friends. 
 

Blessed is the memory of Maureen Austinson, beloved child of God. 


