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Anything But Ordinary 

Sunday, October 1, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE               Natalia Peterson 
 
THEME – Anything But Ordinary: Water from the Rock in the Wilderness 
The people of Israel are thirsty in the wilderness and God instructs Moses to strike a rock 
to bring water to quench their thirst. Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what 
they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. Nourished by the broken bread and 
shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
*GATHERING SONG   The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing   Worship 531   
 
GREETING                                                                                              
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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HYMN OF PRAISE    Kyrie eleison (Haitian Kyrie)   All Creation Sings 1073  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY              Leader 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING      Exodus 17:1-7       Preacher 

A reading from  Exodus-  
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the 
people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, 
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 
4So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take 
some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            Worship 173 
  
GOSPEL        Matthew 21:23-32        Readers 
 
A reading from  Matthew -  
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28“What do you think? 
A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you 
saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME/MESSAGE       Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  
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*You may 
stand  

*SONG       Lift Up Your Heads     All Creation Sings 1032  

 

 
 
 
 



7 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH    New Zealand Prayer Book 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the Triune God. 
You, O God, are supreme and holy. 
You create our world and give us life. 
Your purpose overarches everything we do. 
You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are infinitely generous, 
good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved 
your love for us in Jesus Christ, 
who lived and died and rose again. 
You are God. 
 
You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 
You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
You are our God. We worship you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and 
the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 

You are invited to respond to each prayer petition with these words: 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our 
heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE                   Pastor  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                                  
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow or 
wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace. 
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*You may 
stand  

OFFERING                Anne Zielske, flute 
Thank you for your gifts to the mission of our church.  

 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                  Leader 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that 
all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
CAMBODIAN LORD’S PRAYER (see insert in red hymnal) 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
 

 Everyone is welcome to take communion!    
You may sit until the ushers direct you when to come forward.  Cups of grape juice are 

available on both sides. If you need gluten free, just indicate to your server.   
 
COMMUNION SONG    O Blessed Spring       Worship 447  
  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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*You may 
stand  

*BLESSING 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG    All Creatures Worship God Most High    Worship 835  
 
CHARGE 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE               Natalia Peterson 
               
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, sundaysandseasons.com 
Hymns from All Creation Sings and Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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 Shobi’s Table Save the Dates! 
Thursday, October 5th – We’re Having a Party! (From 
Scratch Fundraiser) at Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran 
Church 
Way back in the fall of 2019, we gathered to celebrate 

Shobi’s Table’s new life as a pay-as-you-can café.  We had 60 folks show up, enjoy 
burritos, listen to music, and we raised nearly $5,000.  We were absolutely thrilled!  And 
then… the pandemic, which turned the world upside down.  But, like every other 
fundraising organization, we were not deterred!  For the past three years we have had 
virtual fundraisers, in which many of you participated and helped us create deep success 
– steadily growing the ministry of Shobi’s Table from two days a month to three days a 
week!   And now, in 2023 – we get to gather again.  I hope you have Thursday, October 
5th on your calendars.  In one big room, we will see each other’s faces and break bread 
as members of the Shobi’s Table community.  We will celebrate the addition of our 
fourth service day at Rice & Larpenteur and look ahead to continued growth of a fifth day 
and deepening, Christ-like relationships. We have ambitious goals for the year 
ahead.  We are excited to share more, celebrate five years of incredible ministry and 
invite you to be part of our growth. Watch the mail; your invitation is on its way! Come to 
the table, and all will be fed.  To register, visit: https://shobistable.org/events-2/scratch/ 

 
Full Circle Theatre - ANON(YMOUS) 
We are have been invited by the Full Circle Theatre to see their newest 
production, ANON(YMOUS) a play by Naomi Iizuka on Saturday, November 
18th at Park Square Theater. If you would like to attend, please contact 
Meredith in the church office or signup in the Gathering Space by Sunday, 
October 15th. 
 

Tempest-tossed and lost at sea, a young refugee called Anon embarks on a harrowing 
journey across the United States to find his mother. Based on Homer’s epic poem, The 
Odyssey, Anon(ymous) weaves together ancient truths and contemporary realities about 
re-membering one’s identity and finding home in a strange new land. 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/Presider 
Pastor Joy  
 
Worship Leader 
Meisorn Himmtann  

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Natalia Peterson  
Lara Hanson 
Anne Zielske 

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Edward Mumba 

Communion 
Setup 
Joy McElroy 
Ann Jalonen 
 
Candle Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Pat Carlson 
George Kolstad  
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/
Presider 
Pastor Joy  
 
Worship Leader 
Kari Alice Olsen  

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Ken Latham 
Natalia Peterson  
Linnea Krahn 

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Edward Mumba 

Communion 
Setup 
Linda Senty 
Koopmans 
Linnea Krahn 
 
Candle 
Lighters 
Ushers 

Ushers 
Pat Carlson 
George Kolstad  
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
 

Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship 
 
Happy Autumn, friends! 
 
With vacations wrapping up and attendance at church normalizing I am 
getting excited about working with soloists and ensembles in bells, brass, 

wind, strings, guitar, and vocal ensembles as well as soloists. The makeup of our 
church congregation has such diversity that I would like to showcase that in our 
worship music with a variety of styles and cultural traditions. The Jazz Ensemble plays 
once a month, and our Guitar Ensemble generally on a 5th Sunday. If there is a 
particular style you would like to hear in worship, I want to hear from you! 
 

Natalia Peterson, Director of Music 
 
Blessing of the Animals –TODAY! 
In addition to the blessings offered in worship, you are welcome to 
bring your pet to a blessing time in Peace Garden at 11:45 am (so if you 
want to go home after worship & bring your pet back, you are welcome 
to do so). 

 
Marathon Sunday—TODAY! 
Join us in the Peace Garden to assist with hospitality for runners 
who have completed their races and their fans. Want to 
volunteer to help clean up?  Connect with Ann Fecht or Scott 
Seitz. 
 

ROAD CLOSURES:  Both races are an out-and- back on Summit Ave, and Summit Ave 
is closed between the Capitol and the 10k turnaround near Summit and Pascal. 
Saturday course road closures begin at 6:45am, and Capitol Area closures begin at 
5:00am. The roads will re-open on a rolling timeline with completed re-opening 
expected by 11:30 a.m.  
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                           pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Meredith McGrath, Building Manager    manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications     office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Laura Delventhal, Council President               laura.delventhal@gmail.com  
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                   musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Custodian, Equinox                                           651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22              Come see us on   
                   Facebook!   
www.christoncapitolhill.com      

A Tree of Life in the City 

Save the Dates  
• October 29 - Reformation & Family Fun Day Sunday 
• November 5 - All Saints Sunday 
• November 26 - Advent Begins 

Date Time Event Location 

Sun, Oct 1 

  9:30 am Worship - Marathon Sunday & 
Pet Blessing 

  In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 

 10:45 am Godly Play and Four12 Youth Godly Play Room/Youth Room 

 10:45 am Greet Marathon Runners and 
Fans 

Peace Garden 

 

11:45 am    Pet Blessing Continues   Peace Garden 

Tue, Oct 3 12:00 pm Shobi’s Table Parking Lot 

Wed, Oct 4 4:00 pm Men's Group Zoom 

Thur, Oct 5  Shobi’s Table From Scratch Fund-
raiser (Register in Advance) 

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran 
Church 

Sun, Oct 8 

  9:30 am Worship & Building a Culture of 
Generosity 

  In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 

 10:45am Godly Play and Four12 Youth Godly Play Room/Youth Room 

THIS WEEK 


