Holy Saturday — What will you do as you wait?

Holy Waiting: Prayers at your Table on the Vigil of Easter

Praying together on Holy Saturday, the day before Easter, is one of the ancient treasures of Christian
worship. It can be a great opportunity to form faith, teach tradition, and build community with your
family or neighbors. The prayerful reflection below offers some suggestions for home prayers as we
await the Resurrection. Consider ways for all participants to take turns being the leader.

Before you begin, you will need: a candle, matches/lighter, a Bible, and a bow! with some water in it.

Giving Thanks for the Light of Christ
Moment of quiet, then light a candle.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we
gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ.
Through light and the word, through water and meal, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection,
share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s coming again in glory.

Bless this new fire. You have given the light of life to all the world.
Christ shines. Help us to shine until we feast together with Jesus.

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.
The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

Song We Are Marching in the Light

We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,)
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,)
we are marching in the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib:
We are dancing .. ..
We are praying . ..
We are singing . ..
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Thank you, God, for the gift of your light—shining on the first day of creation,
guiding us through the wilderness, leading us to the land of

promise.

You sent Jesus, light of the world, to be our way of truth and life.

Help us to follow Jesus each day, and rest in Jesus each night
until at last we come to live with you in eternal life. Amen.

Hearing the Story of God’s Saving Acts
Moment of quiet, then open the Bible. Read one or more of these
stories.

Genesis 1:1-3
Exodus 14:19-22
Isaiah 55:10-11
Ezekiel 37: 1-14

For discussion . . .
As we wait for Easter, what do you wonder about Jesus waiting to be raised from the dead?
What would you like to ask or tell Jesus right now?

Remembering Our Baptism into the Body of Christ
Moment of quiet, then pour water into a bow!
Romans 6:3—-4

Touching the water:
We thank you, Holy God, for the water of baptism—
giving us life, washing us clean, setting us free, making us your children.

Now pour out your Holy Spirit on us.
Give us life, wash us clean, set us free, and help us to be

the beloved children you have made us to be in Jesus Christ our Savior.
We praise you, Holy God, Three-in-One, forever and ever. Amen.

Cambodian Lord’s Prayer (on next page)

This is the night! This is the night!

God delivers. God delivers!

Christ is risen. Christ is risen!

The Holy Spirit gives us peace. Peace be with you.

Adapted by Samuel Rahberg and Joy McDonald Coltvet from “Ideas for an Intergenerational Easter Vigil,” Office of Theology and Worship,

Presbyterian Church (USA). Accessed 6 Mar 2015 https://www.pcusa.org/resource/ideas-intergenerational-easter-vigil and the Vigil of Easter,
Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
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