Fifth Sunday of Lent
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Fifth Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 26, Christ on Capitol Hill

GATHERING

Congregational responses are in bold print.
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE Paul Swenson

THEME - Can these bones live?

When you find yourself in a valley of dry bones, when all hope seems lost, when death
and grief surround you, with desperation you might cry out, “Can these bones live?” In
Ezekiel’s vision, God asks this question of us. Do we believe new life can come after
death? Can we find hope when things are bleak? Can we really trust in God’s
resurrection? While we look to God to carry us through the valley, God looks to us to
embody hope for others. As we prepare to enter Holy Week, we remember how Jesus
began his final journey toward resurrection: by returning to Judea after the death of his
dear friend, Lazarus. As we walk through the valley of dry bones that leads Jesus to
Calvary, let us seek out the hope that will stir in us and sustain us.

WELCOME

CALL TO CONFESSION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Friends, there is nothing that we have to keep hidden from God—not our anger, our grief,
or the ways in which we have fallen short. In confession, we speak honestly and are met
with grace. So let us not hold back. Let us bring our full selves to this prayer, knowing that
God is already running to meet us. Let us pray:

Jesus of Nazareth, | confess: | forget that you know this feeling. | forget that you, too,
have wept. | forget that you, too, have lost. | forget that you, too, have gathered at the
tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the sting of humanity. Forgive me for all the
times | place blame on you. Forgive me for all the times | create distance, imagining that
you could never feel what | feel. Forgive me for allowing the valley of dry bones to be a
sea of space between us. Pour yourself into the cracks in my heart. Bring these bones
back to life. Bring me closer to you. With gratitude | pray, amen.

Friends, you could spend your whole life ignoring God,

pushing God away, or trying to solve the world’s problems all on your own,
and God would still love you all the same.

Even in our shortcomings, we are God’s beloved.

So hear and believe this good news:

We are saved by grace through faith. We belong to God. We are not alone.
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*GATHERING SONG Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

CALL TO WORSHIP

Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone?
Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back?

Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach?

Have you ever wondered, can these bones live?

If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house.

Hope lives here.
So, come. Rest your weary bones.
Let us worship Holy God.

KYRIE (sung twice)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Creator God,

Why is bad news so loud?

In the midst of gun violence,

hunger,

melting ice caps,

and anxiety,

it often feels like suffering has a microphone.
How do we hear you?

How do we find you?

How do we know that these bones can live?
Today we bring our raw selves into this space
asking that once more you would

rush through this room like a mighty wind.
Remind us that these bones can live.

Speak to us in your still, small voice

and let it be loud enough to speak to the sorrow of the day.
We know that good news rests in you,

and we know that you are here.

So help us listen, not to the bad news of the day alone,
but to the hope that you breathe into every word.
With open hearts we pray, amen.

Worship 886 (v. 1, 4-6)

Worship 158
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WORD
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14 Readers
"The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. ’He led me all around them; there
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these
bones live?” | answered, “O Lord God, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. “Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °l will lay sinews on you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live; and you shall know that | am the Lord.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no
breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to
the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.” °I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

“Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” **Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. *And you shall
know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. Y will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*LENTEN ACCLAMATION Worship 176
GOSPEL John 11:1-45 Preacher

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles
MESSAGE Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles
*SONG As the Deer Runs to the River Worship 331



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe that God loves us—

God loves us enough to weep when we are gone.

We believe that God does not give up on us—
breathing new life into tired bones.

We believe that God returns to us—

always seeking us when we are lost.

We believe that God holds hope for us—

so we hold onto hope as well.

We believe, help our unbelief.

In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of

creation. All Creation Sings 921
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow
or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.

OFFERING Paul Swenson
You’re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today. or give online at
christoncapitolhill.com/donations/

OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God of our weary years... and let the church say Amen. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Together we pray: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is
and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The
hallowing of your name echo through the universe. The way of your justice be followed
by the people of the world. Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. Your
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the
bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is
love, now and forever. Amen.

—From A New Zealand Prayer Book



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

COMMUNION Just As | Am Worship 592
Here Is Bread Worship 483

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the
world with your love. Amen.

MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us into the world.

BLESSING

As you leave this place,

may God bless you with seeking.

Seek out the hungry.

Seek the weary.

Seek the good in every person you pass.
Seek out the hopeful.

Seek the faithful.

Seek God in each of us.

As you seek and as you wonder,

may you find what you are looking for.
In the name of our loving God,

who is always seeking us,

g0 now in peace.

Amen.



SENDING SONG

To Christ Belong, In Christ Behold

All Creation Sings 958
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CHARGE
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Paul Swenson

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, sundaysandseasons.com

Liturgy adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
Cover Art “unbind him” by Hannah Garrity | Inspired by John 11:1-45 Paper lace over oil
paint on linen | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER
e April 2 - Palm/Passion Sunday

e April 6 - Maundy Thursday worship 6:30 pm

e April 7 - Good Friday, worship at 3:00pm, community service at 7:00 pm (hosted

by Our Redeemer, 1390 Larpenteur Ave E, Saint Paul, MN 55106)
e April 9 - Easter Sunday

MORE APRIL CELEBRATIONS
e April 16 - Farewell & Thanksgiving for Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles

e April 23 - Farewell & Thanksgiving for Paul Swenson, Organist/Musician at Christ
for 32 years

Today’s Worship Leaders

Preacher
Pastoral Intern
Carrie Stiles

Presider
Pastor Mike
Peterson

Worship Leader
Nate Rahberg

Greeters
Carol Dokken
Kathy Harris

Musicians

Paul Swenson
Linnea Krahn
Jonah Sitorus

Sound Board
Bobbie Cloud

Tigrinia Reader
Yohannes Gabir

English Reader
Edward Mumba

Pastoral
Assistant
Chuck Engleking

Communion
Setup

Linnea Krahn
Linda Senty
Koopmans

Communion
Servers
Ushers

Ushers/Candle
Lighters

Mark
Cavanaugh
Yohannes Gabir

Communion
Cleanup

Tech Team




2023

Following Christ

CHRIST ON CAPITOL HILL MARCH 26,

Today: + Worship 9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship, Godly Play and Four12 Youth

Sunday School & Confirmation Deep Dive

Godly Play will meet upstairs for story, activities and feast. Four12
will connect with Pastoral Intern Carrie, Beth Rahberg and Rhonda
Niola and join in the Vitality Session #4.

Reminder to Youth helping with Cherish All Children video production -

That's this Sunday, March 26 after the Vitality Session - pizza lunch & gift cards
provided! Interested in helping out? Confirm with Joy McElroy.

Devotional Booklet & Cards
Are available on the Gathering Space table. Please feel free to pick
one up for the season of Lent.

In the Building March Legislative Events

e Thu, Mar 30, 8 am - 12 pm - JRLC Faith Leader Summit -
Sanctuary

=% |f you are interested in attending or volunteering for any of these
Legislative Session Day on the Hill events, please contact Jean at
651-222-3610 (direct line) or email manager@christoncapitolhill.com

Next Week’s Worship Leaders

Preacher Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers/Candle
Reading of the Carol Dokken Bobbie Cloud Setup Lighters
Passion Story Kathy Harris Joy McElroy  Pat Carlson

Tigrinia Reader  AnnJalonen  George Kolstad
Presider Musicians Yohannes Gabir
Pastor Joy Natalia Peterson Communion Communion
McDonald Coltvet Mike Peterson English Reader Servers Cleanup

Bell Choir Edward Mumba  Ushers

Worship Leader Tech Team
Pastoral Intern Pastoral
Carrie Stiles Assistant

Chuck Engleking
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THIS WEEK

Date Time Event Location

Tue, Mar 28 12:00 pm Shobi's Table Parking Lot

Wed, Mar29  [4:00 pm Men's Group Zoom
5:30 pm Lent Soup Supper Gathering Space
6:30 pm Lent Evening Prayer Sanctuary

Sun, Apr 2 9:30 am Palm/Passion Sunday Worship [In Person/Zoom/Live Stream
10:45 am Godly Play/Fourl2 Youth Godly Play/Youth Room

SAVE THE DATES

Making a Change: LENT WEDNESDAYS
*  March 29—Change of Plans

Vitality & Visioning Meetings: SUNDAYS
*  March 26: Design an Experiment

Contact Information
651-222-3619
105 University Avenue West

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet

Carrie Stiles, Pastoral Intern

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.
Laura Delventhal, Council President
Natalia Peterson, Music Director

Paul Swenson, Organist

Custodian, Equinox

Wifi Password—Christ22
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pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com
intern@christoncapitolhill.com
office@christoncapitolhill.com
manager@christoncapitolhill.com
laura.delventhal@gmail.com
musicians@christoncapitolhill.com
651.222.3619

651.222.3619
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ATree of Life in the City

Come see us on Facebook!

www.christoncapitolhill.com



