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First Sunday After Epiphany of Our Lord 
Sunday, January 8, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE               Natalia Peterson 
    
THEME – First Sunday after Epiphany of Our Lord – Home Blessing & Star Words 
The Feast of Epiphany (manifestation) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration 
of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. God’s glory is found within all 
nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus , the light of 
Christ reveals who we are. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing 
the good news of God’s love for all people. 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers… 
Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keeepers… 
Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayers speakers… 
Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into this space. 
God is here. 
 
*GATHERING SONG   Bright and Glorious is the Sky  st. 1-4   Worship 301   
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
God of starlight, every part of us is trying to seek you: 
our bodies that carried us into this space, our heads bowed in prayer, 
our hearts that keep whispering, “There is more than just this.” 
We are seeking you. 
Like a dog looking for its owner, who will search the whole house— 
under beds, behind doors, in every corner of every room 
until their person is found— 
we are turning over every rock and leaf looking for fingerprints that belong to you. 
So meet us halfway. Find us in the maze. Quiet the rest of the world. 
Open the door to us with rich laughter and say, “Come on in!” 
We know you’re near, so know that it’s you we seek. 
Find us in these words. Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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KYRIE       
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FIRST READING      Isaiah 60:1-6     Reader 
 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon 
you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because 
the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the 
Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
*SONG     Many Will Come    All Creation Sings 982  

 

*You may 
stand  

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Celtic Alleluia      Worship 174  
 
GOSPEL       Matthew 2:1-12      Preacher 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’ ” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME         Pastor Joy & Pastoral Intern Carrie  
     Blessing for the doorway 2023 + Star Words 
 
MESSAGE             Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
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*SONG       When a Star is Shining     All Creation Sings 915  
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe that faith is active, 
found on long walks, 
and in long talks, 
in future days, 
and down memory lane. 
We believe that those who seek 
will find, although it may not be what they expected. 
We believe that God finds us first. 
We believe that God drops breadcrumbs along our way 
in the shape of people, 
invitations, 
and even starlight. 
We believe that being a seeker— 
of God, of justice, of community— 
is a holy thing. 
So we strive to live with an open spirit, 
with soft hearts, 
and with room to grow. 
May it be so. 
This we believe. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The response to each petition is: God of grace, hear our prayer. 
         
SHARING THE PEACE  The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.   
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow 
or  wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.  
 
OFFERING                Dinkenesh Coltvet 
Thank you so much for your generous giving, shared in the baskets today or given online at 
christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the 
song of the angels and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all 
the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word 
made flesh. Amen. 
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Call to Confession 
One of my favorite things about the Magi is that they go looking for God. 
Actively and consistently, day by day, they follow the star until it guides them to Jesus. 
I wish I was more like that, but I admit, I tend to follow God with part of my heart. I tend 
to get distracted and lost, taking exit ramps off the road, following whatever new shiny 
sign is present. It’s part of being human. 
In the prayer of confession, we acknowledge that more often than we’d like to admit, we 
find ourselves following the wrong star. Fortunately for us, God is the map maker, and 
God’s map is measured in grace, so we have nothing to fear. Let us pray together. Let us 
seek God together. Join me in the prayer of confession: 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of starlight, we know that faith isn’t a vending machine. Good news can’t be 
bought or manufactured. It does not arrive with a push of a button. 
Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our midst. We have to walk 
toward you, just as the Magi did. We have to believe that love really can change the 
world. We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights.  
Forgive us for forgetting that. Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts. 
We long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every single day. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Forgiveness 
Friends, I have nothing but good news. 
Since the very first day, God has taken the pieces of our hearts that we have offered up 
and has said,“I can work with that.” 
Even in our failings, God has washed us with words of grace, belonging, and love. 
No matter what star you’ve followed, no matter how far you’ve walked, no matter how 
lost you got— you belong to God. 
God loves you. God forgives you. God claims you. 
End of story. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
 
 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke  it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this  for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This  cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness  of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sin, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours forever and ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.  
 

COMMUNION       The First Noel       Worship 300 
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As 
you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine 
with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 

*You may 
stand  
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Preacher 
Pastoral Intern 
Carrie Stiles 
 
Presider 
Pastor Joy 
McDonald Coltvet  
 
Worship Leader 
Jade Christenson 

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Natalia Peterson 
Dinkenesh Coltvet  
Jonah Sitorus 

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Readers 
 
 
Pastoral Assistant 
Chuck Engleking 

Communion 
Setup 
Linnea Krahn 
Linda 
Koopmans 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 
 
 

Ushers/Candle 
Lighters 
Dave Nass 
Scott Seitz 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

BLESSING  

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace 
upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG      This Little Light of Mine     Worship 677  
 
CHARGE 
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                   Natalia Peterson 
 
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, sundaysandseasons.com 
and A Sanctified Art, From Generation to Generation… written by Rev. Sarah Speed 
 
 

 

*You may 
stand  
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship, Godly Play and Four12 Youth 
 
Sunday School 
Godly Play and Four12 Youth begin again today. Four12 Youth will meet with 
Pastoral Intern Carrie in Abundance Kitchen for Cafeteria+Faith!  
 

Blessing for Pastoral Intern Carrie as she travels to Tanzania 

Pastoral Intern Carrie writes—In January, I will be traveling to Iringa, Tanzania with 
my classmates as part of my seminary program. In 2012, my family lived in Iringa for 
3 months while my husband taught at University of Iringa and preached at churches 
all over the Iringa area. This was a life changing experience for all five of us to 
immerse ourselves in another culture. I am excited to go back and reconnect with 
the community and see what has changed in the last ten years. One of the plans for 
our groups time there is to be in community and share learning with pastors from 
the Iringa Diocese of the Tanzanian Lutheran Church. In our time with this group of 
pastors we will be presenting to each other on different areas of ministry in the 
church and learning from each other how ministry is different in different cultures. 
One of the blessings of the Bega Kwa Bega program of the St. Paul Area Synod is the 
view that those in Minnesota are walking “shoulder to shoulder” with each other. 
That though our worlds are geographically far from each other, our faith is in the 
same God and our needs as humans are the same. The Christian churches in 
Tanzania are growing very quickly and in a time when the Christian church in the 
United States is in decline it is important to be reminded that Jesus lives in the world 
and in each of us. I look forward to returning at the end of January and sharing my 
experiences with the family of Christ on Capitol Hill.  Thank you for your prayers for 
traveling mercies this month. 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher/
Presider 
Pastor Joy 
McDonald Coltvet  
 
Worship Leader 
Joy McElroy 

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Paul Swenson 
(Jazz Ensemble) 
Nathan Hanson 
Davu Seru  
Josh Granowski 
Anne Zielske  
Lara Hanson  

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 
Pastoral 
Assistant 
Chuck Engleking 

Communion 
Setup 
Joy McElroy 
Ann Jalonen 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 
 
 

Ushers/Candle 
Lighters 
Garmai Jackson 
Kathy Kolstad 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                           pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles, Pastoral Intern                           intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications     office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.      manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Laura Delventhal, Council President               laura.delventhal@gmail.com  
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                   musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                              651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                           651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22              Come see us on Facebook! 
                  www.christoncapitolhill.com 
     

A Tree of Life in the City 

THIS WEEK 

Date Time Event Location 

Mon, Jan 9 6:30 pm Finance Team Meeting Zoom 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting Zoom 

Wed, Jan 11 4:00 pm Men’s Group Zoom 

Sat, Jan 14 9:30 am Books and Brunch Reque Room 

Sun, Jan 15 9:30 am Worship - Baptism of Jesus  In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 

 10:45 am Godly Play/Four12 Youth Godly Play Room/Youth Room 

SAVE THE DATES 
• January 8— Annual Report deadline  

• January 22 - Pre-Annual Meeting Budget Meeting, following worship 
• January 29 - Congregation Annual Meeting, following worship  


