Fourth Sunday of Advent

We See God in Facth Other

Sunday, December 18, 2022 | Christ on Capitol Hill



Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 18, Christ on Capitol Hill

GATHERING

Congregational responses are in bold print.
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Jazz Ensemble

Of§ FROM
‘WY GENERATION
‘_, TO GENERATION...

THEME - We see God in each other After receiving the news from the angel, Mary goes to
her cousin Elizabeth’s house. Elizabeth doesn’t just welcome her—she is filled with the
Holy Spirit and speaks a blessing upon Mary as her own child leaps in her body. She sees
how God is at work and names it out loud. In this moment of profound solidarity, Mary
and Elizabeth see the divine in one another. This connection inspires Mary to sing her
radical hymn of praise, declaring how God’s liberating love remains steadfast throughout
the ages. From generation to generation, we can see how God is at work in relationships.
The way we see the divine in each other impacts how we live and move in the world.

WELCOME
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*GATHERING SONG

Come to Be Our Hope, O Jesus

All Creation Sings 904
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CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY Readers
Sanklai Vangyang Jonah Sitorus Erik Wohlrabe Maureen Austinson

Worship Leader: Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were
asked the question, “What makes you feel connected; what makes you feel
loved?” From the voices of different generations, hear their answers:

KYRIE We are waiting for Jesus All Creation Sings 905
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1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent -ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

God of all, we are a mixed bag of distracted and forlorn, eager and anxious. We hope that you
might move through the obstacle course we build up around our hearts— made out of
guestions and defenses— and douse us in good news. For at the end of the day, all we want is
to know that we are not alone, that you are always near. So knock on our door, Sweet talk the
guard dog we place in front of our vulnerable hearts, and come right in. Make yourself at

home. Pull us close and tell us your story of unbelievable good news. We are listening. We are
grateful. Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Luke 1: 39-45 Reader

*In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill

country, ““where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. “When
Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit *2and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. *And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? *For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leaped for joy. “*And blessed is she who believed that there would be
a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel st.4 Worship 257

GOSPEL Luke 1: 46-58 Preacher

**And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, *’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“Bfor he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; **for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and
holy is his name. *°His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
>’He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts. ’He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
>*he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. >*He has
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, *>according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever."

*®And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.
’Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. *®Her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME & MESSAGE Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet

*SONG Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn Worship 242



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe that creation is inextricably linked. We belong to one another in an
undeniable way. We are bone of bone and flesh of flesh, life breathed into dust. We
believe that God invites us to live into that truth— to love without abandon, to see the
good in one another, to trust that all belong to God. We know that this life of
connection is easier said than done, which is why we gather in this space, week after
week, generation after generation, to be reminded: We see God in each other. This we
believe. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

May the God of All Healing Worship 220
(Sung 2x before and 2x after spoken prayers)
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fill us with peace, and lead us to whole-ness and  strength.

SHARING THE PEACE The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow
or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.

OFFERING Jazz Ensemble
Thank you so much for your generous giving, shared in the baskets today or given online
at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/

OFFERING PRAYER

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our
Savior. Amen.



CALL TO CONFESSION, CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS & INVITATION

As a kid | used to think the prayer of confession was scary. | thought it was a moment
designed to make me feel guilty, intended for eyes cast down and shoulders hung low. But
that’s not it at all. The prayer of confession is an invitation. It’s an opportunity to say, “This is
who I've been, and this is who | long to be.” So let us pray together. Let us be truth tellers.
Let us hold our heads high and speak honestly before God and one another. This is easy to
do when we are surrounded by a God who delights in us. Friends, let us pray:

Holy God,

We admit—we don’t fully understand the Christmas story.

We are not familiar with angel choruses.

We have not walked many miles to be counted in a census,

and we don’t always hear your voice in our dreams.

We don’t fully understand this story, so we admit, sometimes we hesitate to tell it.
Instead of running out into the streets to shout that there is a love bigger than we could
imagine,

we whisper this good news.

Instead of throwing open the doors and inviting people in,

we simply leave them unlocked, hoping folks will figure it out.

Instead of telling the next generation why this night matters so much,

we stay quiet, afraid of creating pressure.

Forgive us for our silence.

Forgive us for our hesitation.

Forgive us for the moments when we fail to share your good news.

Plant this story of love so deep in our bones that we cannot help but share it
from generation to generation. Amen.

Friends, repeat after me:
No matter where we go, No matter where we go,

No matter what we say, No matter what we say,
No matter what we do, No matter what we do,
We belong to God. We belong to God.

We are held. We are held.

We are loved. We are loved.

We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Amen!
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sin, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

COMMUNION What Feast of Love Worship 487

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us into the world.

BLESSING
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of
the Holy Spirit, = bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG People, Look East Worship 248

CHARGE
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Jazz Ensemble

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, sundaysandseasons.com

Liturgy from A Sanctified Art LLC | by Rev. Sarah Speed | sanctifiedart.org
Hymns from All Creation Sings and Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Cover Image “The Golden Cradle” by Carmelle Beaugelin| A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org
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Today’s Worship Leaders

Preacher/Presider
Pastor Joy
McDonald Coltvet

Worship Leader
Dinkenesh Coltvet

Greeters Sound Board
Carol Dokken Bobbie Cloud
Kathy Harris

Tigrinia Reader
Musicians Yohannes Gabir
Natalia Peterson
Nathan Hanson English Reader
Davu Seru Edward Mumba
Josh Granowski
Lara Hanson Pastoral Assistant
Anne Zielske Chuck Engleking

Communion
Setup

Joy McElroy
Ann Jalonen

Communion
Servers
Ushers

Ushers/Candle
Lighters

Garmai Jackson
Kathy Kohlstad

Communion
Cleanup

Tech Team
Erik Wolrabe




2022

Following Christ

CHRIST ON CAPITOL HILL DECEMBER 18,

Today: + Worship 9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship, Godly Play and Four12 Youth

Eagles Nest-Christmas Befriending
.48 . \We are fortunate enough to be able to partner with Eagles Nest again this
A

year to help supply holiday joy for families. There are currently 20 adults &
17 children at Eagle’s Nest. In addition to individual gifts, we will collect personal
care products, hats, mittens, scarves and socks. The CLC women have created gift
tags that will hang on the tree in the gathering space along with a box to collect
donations.

God Is Present in the Dark: Healing Service, 6:30 pm
*Na  FROM Join for a simple service of prayer and song as we

C(d" GENERATION move through the darkest days of the year. Come to
~<° TOGENERATION...

o pray for healing for yourself or another. Come for a
simple place of peace in a busy season.

Fourl2 & Friends Game Night

Do you enjoy board games? Want to see friends that
have been away at college? People of all ages are
invited to join in a game night with the Fourl2 youth
on Wednesday, Dec 21. Bring your favorite board or card games. We'll have a hot
dog bar & you’re welcome to bring snacks & drinks to share or just come, there will
be enough!

Holiday Services
) Please NOTE that both Christmas Day Sunday and New Year’s Day Sundays
ceme  \we will worship at 10:30 am (an hour later than our usual Sunday time).
&1%’

Spread the word!
adore

~H{un i«
Next Week’s Worship Leaders
Preacher/ Greeters Sound Board Communion Ushers/Candle
Presider Carol Dokken Bobbie Cloud Setup Lighters
Pastor Joy Kathy Harris Linnea Krahn Mark
McDonald Coltvet Tigrinia Reader Linda Cavanaugh
Musicians Yohannes Gabir  Koopmans Yohannes Gabir
Worship Leader  Natalia Peterson
Zoe Rahberg Nathan Hanson English Reader ¥ Communion Communion
Edward Mumba Servers Cleanup
Ushers
Pastoral Tech Team
Assistant
Chuck Engleking 11




THIS WEEK

Date Time Event

Location

Mon, Dec 19 |6:30 pm God is Present in the Dark: Healing In Person/Sanctuary

Service
Wed, Dec 21 |6- 9 pm Fourl2 & friends - Game Night! Gathering Space
Sat, Dec 24 |4:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship In Person/Zoom/Live Stream
Sun, Dec 25 [10:30 am [Christmas Day Worship In Person/Zoom/Live Stream

SAVE THE DATES
e December 23 - Office Closed

e December 24 — Christmas Eve, 4:30 pm

e December 25 — Christmas Day Worship, 10:30 am
e December 26, 28-30, January 2 - Office Closed

e January 1- New Year’s Day Worship, 10:30 am

Contact Information
651-222-3619
105 University Avenue West

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet

Carrie Stiles, Pastoral Intern

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.
Laura Delventhal, Council President
Natalia Peterson, Music Director

Paul Swenson, Organist

Custodian, Equinox

Wifi Password—Christ22
12
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pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com jx

intern@christoncapitolhill.com

office@christoncapitolhill.com ATree of Life in the City
manager@christoncapitolhill.com

laura.delventhal@gmail.com

musicians@christoncapitolhill.com

651.222.3619

651.222.3619

Come see us on Facebook!
www.christoncapitolhill.com



