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 Good Friday 
April 15, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Please enter the sanctuary in silence. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Good Friday belongs to confession. For on this day, we hold up to the light 
everything that went wrong 2,000 years ago; and as we do, we are reminded of 
everything that is going wrong in the present day. So we breathe deeply. We bow 
our heads. We speak the truth out loud about who we long to be, and we trust 
that God is already reaching out for us as we speak. Knowing that, let us pray 
together. . .  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of unfathomable mercy, if we were there, we’d like to think that we would 
have defended you. We’d like to think that we would have stopped the guards 
and silenced the mockery, protected your body and defended your name. 
However, if we’re honest with ourselves, we probably would have been at the 
edge of the crowd—silent and afraid. How often are we silent and afraid? How 
often do we wait for the stones to cry out for us? Forgive us. Please forgive us. 
Amen.  
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
Even from his place on the cross, even while being met with cruelty and violence, 
Jesus overflows with truth and grace. He sees those around him. He speaks 
connection and belonging into existence. He offers forgiveness. Friends, if this is 
true from the cross, it is certainly true here. We are surrounded by grace. We are 
held in love. We are forgiven—over and over again. That truth never changes. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
OPENING SONG    Oh Sacred Head Now Wounded      Worship 351 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
God who asked for a drink, God who was killed by the state, God who offered love 
and grace even from the cross— we are at a loss for words. What do we do with 
this day?  The air is heavy. Our hearts are heavy. The suffering of this world feels 
particularly close, spilling out all over us. And yet, even in this space, we know you 
are moving.  Even in this space, we know that this is not the end.  Give us the heart 
to hear this story  and the courage to let it change us.  Gratefully we pray, amen.  
Amen. 
 
Space for silence and time to reflect on the image. 
*GOSPEL  John 19:23-30  
 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them 
into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, “Let us 
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the 
scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing 
they cast lots.” 25And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the 
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cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then 
he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took 
her into his own home. 28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he 
said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A jar full of sour wine was 
standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held 
it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
Silence. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME/SERMON        Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      Tree of Life       Worship 334 

(verses 1-3 & Lent 5) 
 
PRAYER 
Each prayer will be read by a different person who will make a sign of the cross on 
their forehead with water from the baptismal font and kneel before the cross. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
For self-centered living, and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: Loving 
and forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
For longing to have what is not ours, and for hearts that are not at rest with 
ourselves: Loving and forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in 
others: Loving and forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
For jealousies that divide families and nations, and for rivalries that create strife 
and  warfare: Loving and forgiving God, have mercy us.  
 
For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits 
of  creation: Loving and forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: Loving and 
forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, and for squandering the gifts of love and 
grace: Loving and forgiving God, have mercy on us.  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE CROSS 
We believe that the crucifixion shows us the worst in humanity— violence inflicted on 
the innocent, shame poured out in excess, mockery for the sake of mockery, and 
abandonment of those we love. 
 
We believe that Jesus shows us the best in humanity— grace where grace is 
undeserved, humility in the face of power, justice in the face of oppression, love that 
overcomes.  
 
So today, as one voice, we choose the latter. We choose love. We choose grace. We 
choose one another. We choose to remember. Let it be so.  
For now, we watch, we weep, we bear witness, we wait. 
 
SONG       Stay With Me         Worship 348 
        (Sing 5 times) 
 
As you leave in silence you are invited to come to the baptismal font and dip your finger 
in the water and then approach the cross to remember your baptism and that through 
our baptism we, too, are joined into Christ’s death and resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
Art and liturgy from A Sanctified Art, sanctifiedart.org 
Hymns from A Sanctified Art, All Creation Sings and Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship 

Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                           pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles, Pastoral Intern                           intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications     office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.      manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Laura Delventhal, Council President               laura.delventhal@gmail.com  
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                   musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                              651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                           651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22         Come see us on Facebook!   
             www.christoncapitolhill.com   
   

A Tree of Life in the City 


