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® o @9 January - Create is our theme for 2022

. . If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old has passed away.
Behold, the new has come! - 2 Corinthians 5:17

Our congregation’s vision for the past seven years has been
Christ as a Tree of Life — a living image of sinking roots deep into
God’s water of life so that even in difficult seasons, God-with-us
produces fruit and offers leaves for healing. In these seven
years, we have celebrated our 150" anniversary, launched and
completed The Welcome Table Capital Campaign (in which we
renovated our kitchen that now houses Shobi’s Table—a mission
of the Saint Paul Area Synod), and we have weathered (are still
weathering) a global pandemic. It has taken tremendous
tenacity and resilience. Christ has sustained us and also, we look
for the ways that God will renew, revive and bring joy as we
move into a new season that will require a new reserve of
creativity.

Christ on Capitol Hill is a congregation that has re-created itself in dramatic ways, again and again throughout its
history. Now is another time of new creation. In 2022, we are between the completion of one great project
(kitchen renewal) and the next (more major building renewal), in addition to the tremendous changes going on in
our community/church/culture. This is a congregation that embraces the arts—music, murals, gardens and
more—and is highly creative and adaptive. But we have all been challenged by the global pandemic, uprisings and
shifts around/within us. We have reflected for seven years on Christ, the Tree of Life, our source... and this is a
time to imagine what will grow from here.

B0 Some of the most ancient & lasting churches in the world are in Ethiopia. They are surrounded by trees and their
walls have been filled with art for thousands of years. Artists line the paths to the churches. See this beautiful

video “The Church Forests of Ethiopia” (film by Jeremy Seifert, essay by Fred Bahnson).
I I I| Several things catch my attention in this video story sharing trees of life sustaining a very ancient church—what is

emerging as we move into the coming years of church? How do we tend the roots of young and old? How do we
make sure the walls of church give access and preserve life? How do we create beauty and literally sustain life in a
biodiverse way within and around the church building and grounds, especially given our congregation’s location in
an urban setting next to the State Capitol? What shall we create together in the years to come?

B we begin again at the start of a new year, a time to start over and create the world anew through resolutions,

I . hopes and dreams. As a community, we’ll explore this theme—Create—all year. Already in Advent, we

- I participated in creative projects —an Advent devotion from A Sanctified Art full of meditations, art & poetry; our
children’s creative sharing of the Christmas gospel; the musical gifts shared by many. All these opportunities to
share and grow in creativity can help us remember how wonderful it is to be part of a creative community and
what can mean to be a co-creator.
Annual Meeting for 2022
Annual reports will be available online for the congregation on Thursday, January 13, and please let us know if you
would like a printed copy (available Sunday, January 16). Our Annual meeting will be held in person and on
Livestream/Zoom on Sunday, January 30. It is especially important to us that everyone who wishes to participate is
able to do so—if there are those who need to gather in a safely distanced way to participate in the meeting,
please let a Council leader know of your need. We will find a way to include all those voting members who wish to
participate. For those who want to have conversation about the 2022 budget in advance, we will have an

e opportunity to do that on Sunday, January 23.
I

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? | will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert. - Isaiah 43: 19
- Walking with you into the new creation,

Pastor Joy


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fGe-CPWZlE
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Sunday Worship Themes

Lightening Up The light of Jesus is not just for some of us but illuminates everything. God’s love and light warms
those far and near. The light of Christ continues to move and expand our vision and heals our own hearts.

January 2 — The Feast of the Epiphany

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and
Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the
star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children
of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to
be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.
Isaiah 60: 1-6, Matthew 2:1-12

January 9 — Baptism of Our Lord, Saved to Serve

| Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as
= God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty
God when we “pass through the waters . . . therivers . .. fire.” On this day the
heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved,
Jesus, in bread and wine.

Isaiah 43: 1-7, Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

January 16 — llluminating New Wine

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God's glory to
us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’
baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as
those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are
gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and
see.

Isaiah 62: 1-5, 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 and John 2: 1-11

January 23 - Mission to Light Your Way

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention.
People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is
another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled
in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a and Luke 4:14-21

January 30 - Hometown Kid

The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses
our lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God
uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses
Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory
where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our
midst unnoticed.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and Luke 4:21-30
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Catching Up with Carrie Stiles

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers,

To make music in the heart.

-Howard Thurman

Here we are, the holiday season is over and here in Minnesota we settle in the darkness without the twinkling of
Christmas lights or ringing of carols humming in our heads. With the warmth of time with family, good food, and the
chance to reach out to others less fortunate with Christmas gifts still a recent memory, January and February loom
in front of us. Yet, they don’t loom in front of the newborn child who becomes our risen savior. It is not time to curl
up with a big blanket and hibernate, although | am not discounting the importance of a warm fire, a good book, and
time to breathe and listen to God in the quiet. In the words of Howard Therman, “the work of Christmas begins.”
Everything changed on that first Christmas and our calling still rings true. Whether it is marching for change, feeding
the hungry on a windy day, finding safety for a hurting child, or healing relationships in your own circle. The work of
Christmas goes on...and we are promised that God’s presence is with us in the form of a savior born in Bethlehem.

Notes from Natalia 4

Greetings to all,
My relatives in Ukraine celebrate Christmas Eve dinner on January 5, according to the Julian calendar.
Twelve meatless courses are to be served, the first course beginning as the first star appears that evening.
An empty chair is at the table to represent the memory of a loved one who has died or for a stranger to
walk in and join in the festivities. Hay is scattered on the floor to symbolize the manger, and Christmas
carols are sung a capella in 3- or 4-part harmony.
One Christmas Eve, about 15 years ago, we had to postpone our
traditional December 24th celebration due to a blizzard. We ended up celebrating on January
5. We all looked at each other, a bit flummoxed that we hadn’t thought of celebrating
according to the Julian calendar before, given Mike’s schedule as a pastor and mine as a
church musician. Since that day, the Sunday closest to Epiphany has become our favorite day
of the year. Okay, we don’t have twelve full courses, and we don’t wait until the first star, and
@ we don’t bring hay in the house, and we only sing in harmony when an operatic couple drops
by (for real!) But the heart-warming magic is always there, no matter how large or small the
celebration. Since my adulthood, | have never enjoyed celebrating Christmas so much as
sharing it January with my family and friends.
A peaceful January to you all, smachnoho and na zdorov’ya! (good eating and to your health)
Natalia Peterson
Music Director
3
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Projects & Updates

Rekeying the main doors—the final task for our door security system
is to rekey the two main doors. If you haven’t received your key fob and
require access to the building, you will need to do it soon. The rekeying
is scheduled for Monday, December 27th. Contact Jean to arrange
getting a fob.

Bathrooms—the Property Team is working on a project to replace old
plumbing fixtures.

Livestream—the Property Team has been working on building a video
desk, assembling the equipment rack and moving some pews to
facilitate the construction of the AV desk.

Building Safety—Good Neighbor meetings at the church will resume in
mid-January. These meetings bring business owners, residents,
neighborhood and homeless resources as well as police, metro transit
and government agency representatives together to discuss and
brainstorm steps for increased safety and neighborhood engagement. If
you are interested in attending, contact Jean and you’ll be added to our
email list.

Kitchen/Space Rentals

We are actively seeking organizations or individuals to lease the kitchen
and other spaces such as the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Since
COVID, the non profits who normally fill our space from mid-January
through March are not committing to in-person events. Here is a link to
information regarding space rentals at the church
https://christoncapitolhill.com/space-rental/

Property Assistance

We are in need of a person to be available to shovel the back parking lot
sidewalks Mon-Thu at 7 am on snow days. Pay is $15 an hour. If you
know if anyone, please have them contact Jean at
manager@christoncapitolhill.com or call the office at 651-222-3619.

298¢

7 Property Team Meetings have a new time(s)!
They will now meet the second Monday at 9:00am
and the third Thursday at 3:30pm.

We have a new way to sign up for worship volunteers.

As you may have seen in the eBlast ,we are switching from SignUpGenius to
a google doc for worship sign up. Volunteer to help with communion, coffee,
candles, cameras and more! You can use the following link to sign up:
https://tinyurl.com/32tnw9w8



https://tinyurl.com/32tnw9w8
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Hybrid Worship
11:00am

Rock of Ages
Worship

10:45am

9:30am 6:00pm

4:00 pm

Scout Meeting Men’s Group

11:15am
Godly Play

Annual Report Article Deadline is
WEDNESDAY, JANURARY 5

OTHER EVENTS

Books and Brunch
Saturday, January 8th
9:30am

Council Meeting
Monday, January 10th
7:00pm - Zoom
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 17th
OFFICE CLOSED

CLC Women’s Meeting
Thursday, January 20th
9:30am
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Property Team Meetings
January 10th 9:00am
January 20th 3:30pm
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Pre-Annual Meeting Budget
Meeting
Sunday, January 23rd
10:45am

Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 30th
10:45 am
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Events in the Communlty

Planting Hope Campaign
of the Saint Paul Area Synod

About the Campaign

The Planting Hope campaign expresses our confidence that God is at work in the 110 congregations
and mission starts of the synod and God is at work in the East Metro of the Twin Cities, the territory
served by the Saint Paul Area Synod. This three-year campaign offers an opportunity to contribute to
the collective involvement of 120,000 Lutherans of this synod in four activity areas.

They include:

> Invite neighbors into life in Christ; PLANTING
> Renew the congregations of the synod;

> Raise up the next generations of leaders; H o P E
> Invest in a transformative project on the East Side of St. Paul with other community partners.

Are you interested in serving as the congregational campaign leader for the Planting Hope Campaign within our

congregation? Each congregation will be asked to highlight the Planting Hope Campaign for 6 weeks in spring 2022. Please let
Council President Erik Wohlrabe or Pastor Joy know if you are interested in serving in this way.

Lyngblomsten presents: Author! Author!
A Plan for the People: Nelson Mandela's Hope for His Nation with Lindsey
S B L McDivitt
%Hlélgyﬂgzn Thursday, January 20 ¢ 3—4:30 PM via Zoom

E
e — Author Lindsey McDivitt writes fiction and non-fiction for children. Her latest
picture book is A Plan for the People: Nelson Mandela’s Hope for His
Nation (2021). The book was sparked by a return trip to her birthplace, South
Africa, after a gap of 25 years. This stirring picture book biography explores Nelson
Mandela’s long fight for equality in apartheid-era South Africa as a rallying force against injustice. His courage and
determination propelled him through 27 years in prison and decades of struggle. The author will share photographs and
details of Mandela’s extraordinary efforts to rid South Africa of apartheid while imprisoned on Robben Island.
FREE! Registration preferred by January 13 https://tinyurl.com/3wc4ckcv

Holiday Flower Show @ Como Park Conservatory

January 1 through January 9, 2022

The Holiday Flower Show tradition began in 1925 and continues to be the
most anticipated and visited flower attraction at the Conservatory today.
Red, orange, and yellow novelty Poinsettias will fill the Sunken Garden with
warmth and light. Several new varieties of poinsettias will be on display
including ‘Orange Glow’, the first truly orange poinsettia and ‘Christmas
Mouse’, a red poinsettia with rounded bracts that resemble the shape of
mouse ears



https://spas-elca.org/planting-hope/
https://tinyurl.com/3wc4ckcv
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Sign Ups & Links

Prayer Requests Google Doc
Share your prayers with the community. Click the link (or type it in your browser) to go to the Google Doc and type in your
prayer requests. We will read from this list of prayers in worship & share in the Tuesday emails: https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk

Sunday Volunteers - Google Doc

Now that we’re back in person doing hybrid worship, we need you to help in the liturgy - “the work of the people” Would
you enjoy reading scripture, being on the tech or usher teams, learning how to set up Communion? There are both “behind
the scenes” & in front roles for all kinds of people. Use the link below to go to Google Docs. Don’t have internet or an email
account? Call the office @651-222-3619 and Jean can sign you up: https://tinyurl.com/32tnw9w8

Donate on our website: https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93

AmazonSmile - An opportunity to donate, at no cost to you!

Already an Amazon customer? We are signed up with Amazon’s non-profit donation site, AmazonSmile. If you want Amazon
to donate to Christ, just start each shopping session at this URL https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0705841 and Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the church.

Join Zoom Worship from your computer:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927 ?pwd=YWEQON3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09
Meeting ID: 883 8112 1927

Passcode: 364027



https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/32tnw9w8
https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0705841
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd%3DYWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1635606777671205&usg=AOvVaw0Dm5Ao3SD1YMs-lHMu7myC

December Council Report January Birthdays
The Church Council met December 13, 2021 via Zoom

and the following recaps that meeting. The Council Alganesh De_bru January 01
meets next on January 10, 2022. Rahw? Gebries . January 01
Beatrice Kamathi January 01
Pastor Joy led devotion based on Philippians, chapter 4. Bos Klan January 01
Amanuel Mekonnen  January 01
Treasurer’s Report for November shows revenue v
. Shana Wenger January 05
totaled $23,678 with general budget expenses $28,901. .
. . . - David Mao January 07
It is expected we will end the year with a lower deficit . .
than budgeted Meisorn Himmtann January 08
& ) Rith Earm January 10
Bathroom fixtures and upgrades were discussed Sydney Kloster January 10
including Property Team recommendations for fixtures Rim Neth January 10
to be replaced that are in disrepair. Council shared Helen Bandow January 15
additional vision to consider gender-neutral options, Bob Cloud January 15
accessibility issues, and the possibility of additional Alissa Lawson January 17
changing tables. A 5-phase proposal was put forth and Jonathan Tan January 19
approved, with phase one work to begin on the Cherie Altman January 21
bathrooms outside the Synod office, the 1st floor office/ Kristen Olsrud January 22
nursery, and those outside of Daily Work (basement). Rochelle Thomsen January 23
Phases 2-5 will be quoted, approved, and completed as Houkling Chun Ea January 25
capacity and budget allow. (For a copy of the full motion John Wenger January 31
approved, please contact Council or Property Team.) Mary Wood January 31

2022 Preliminary Budget — 2022 budget estimates were
reviewed, with more analysis to come in January
meeting once 2021 actuals and more pledge statements

are in. If you wish to have an article published in the next
Newsletter, please send it to Tahnea at
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held Ofﬁ;e@f)C:f'StOncipl'EO'hl”-Com on or before the
Sunday, January 30, 2022 following worship. There will A0 t e month. . : .
. . If you wish to have something published in the

be both an in-person and a Zoom option. weekly bulletin or placed on the Kiosk or website,

. . . please send it to Tahnea by noon on Monday for
Addendum: Council voted via email on 12/2/21 to the following Sunday.

increase the Livestream budget by $2,000 to cover
material costs for the security desk and housing for the
livestream equipment.

\‘.
Submitted by Joy McElroy, adapted from Council WA
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ATree of Life in the City

Contact Information Worship Schedule
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com Sundays at 9:30 am
Carrie Stiles , Pastoral Intern intern@christoncapitolhill.com by Zoom

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications office@christoncapitolhill.com
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr. manager@christoncapitolhill.com

Erik Wohlrabe, Council President erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com Check the events calendar!
Natalia Peterson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com christoncapitolhill.com
Paul Swenson, Organist 651.222.3619

Custodian, Equinox 651.222.3619

105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown!

| Follow Christ on Capitol Hill on Facebook!




