
  

 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 |  Christ on Capitol Hill 

Advent Two - Draw Near to Truth 
“Ah yes. I can see that God is here. This is what I’ve been waiting for.” 
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Draw Near 
Advent two, Draw Near to Truth 

Sunday, December 5, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE                 Natalia Peterson 
 
WELCOME & REMEMBERING THE CHILDREN    Pastoral Intern Carrie 
We acknowledge that the sacred land on which we reside, worship and gather was 
first the home of the 11 sovereign nations who first lived in this land we call 
Minnesota. We honor the American Indian people who continue to live and work 
here as part of this community. Let us remain mindful of broken covenants and the 
need to strive to make right with all our relations. Each Sunday for 225 days, we 
remember the children who were taken from their families, especially those who 
died in Native Boarding Schools far away from home, in the United States and 
Canada. 
 
THEME —  Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. We are all 
called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way 
for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation 
of God.” 

 
Candle Lighting—O Come, O Come Emmanuel   Worship 257  verses 3 & 4 
     
Draw Near to Truth                 Pastoral Intern Carrie 
Truth is like sand— 
slipping through my fingers 
every time I turn on the news. 
So day after day, I gather the dust at my feet 
and build sand castles of the world I want to see— 
Sand castle cities with fair housing, no walls, 
families united and a name like Love. 
And when the waves threaten to tear them down, 
I will rebuild. 
For the truest thing I know is that 

GATHERING 
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God is love, 
and love is stronger than fear. 
So at the end of the day, if you need me, 
I’ll be taking sand-soaked alternative truths 
and turning them into sand castles of a better world— 
A world rooted in love, 
which I will keep building 
until “love,” and “truth” and “God” all sound like synonyms. 

 Prayer by Sarah Are 
 
 
*GATHERING SONG                               You Are Holy                                    Worship 525 
 
 
Invitation - Breathe deeply            Pastor Joy 

Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the front cover. Imagine placing 

yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Breathe again. Offer a 

silent or spoken prayer to God. 

 
 
GREETING                                                                                             Pastor Joy 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                              Leader 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

*You may 
stand  
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FIRST READING                                 Baruch 5:1-9   
A reading from Baruch…          
 Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 
  and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 
 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 
  put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
 for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 
 For God will give you evermore the name, 
  “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 
 

 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
  look toward the east, 
 and see your children gathered from west and east 
  at the word of the Holy One, 
  rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
 For they went out from you on foot, 
  led away by their enemies; 
 but God will bring them back to you, 
  carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made 
low 
  and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
  so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
 The woods and every fragrant tree 
  have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
 For God will lead Israel with joy, 
  in the light of his glory, 
  with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
    

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  Listen to the Word        All Creation Sings 974 

GOSPEL                                                    Luke 1: 68-79      Readers 
A reading from Luke  - 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
CHILDREN’S TIME & MESSAGE      Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
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*SONG    On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   Worship 249 
 
Confession & Forgiveness          Pastor Joy & all 
Forgive us, God, when we live our lives within the lines, 
when we say this is the shape of our work 
this is the boundary of our habitation 
these are the limits to our love 
there are the lines of our vision 
these, and none other. 
 

Draw us beyond our patterns into yours: 
shifting, moving, curving, spiraling, many-colored, ever-changing, 
stretching, pushing, challenging, renaming, unsettling, disturbing, 
casting forth, and welcoming home. 
 

--by Jan Richardson from Night Visions: Searching the Shadows of 

Advent & Christmas 

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                with sung responses     Leader 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make 
our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that 
their words and our lives witness to your grace. Send prophets to speak difficult 
truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard 
questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion 
for pointing to Jesus in all things.  
Sing verse one of Come Now, O God ACS 902 
 

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of 
those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the 
imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in 
their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Send your servants to care for 
those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to 
those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially……………………………...). 
Grant them healing and wholeness.  

*You may 
stand  
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Sing verse two of Come Now, O God ACS 902 
 

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with 
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you 
create and call good. We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated 
and those more humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be 
completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. God of new life, you 
come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of 
our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Sing verse three of Come Now, O God        All Creation Sings  902 

SHARING THE PEACE                  Pastor  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                                  
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a 
bow or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace. 
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OFFERING                                         Natalia Peterson 
You’re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today.                  
or give online at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/ 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 Leader 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the 
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple 
meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right… 
 
HOLY, HOLY          Worship page 173 (Setting Six)   

HOW THIS MEAL BEGAN 
 
THE CAMBODIAN LORD’S PRAYER 

*You may 
stand  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION                Pastor  
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  
Here Is Bread  Worship 483 
Welcome Table  All Creation Sings 969 

              
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             Leader       
God Most High, you draw near to us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to 
be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 
Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

*You may 
stand  

 
 
 
 

 
*BLESSING 
The God of hope and wonder fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may 
live by the power of the Holy Spirit, through † Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                         Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                        Worship 244 
   
CHARGE 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                        Natalia Peterson 
 
 
 
 
  

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 

Preacher 
Pastor Intern Carrie 
Stiles 
 
Worship Leader 
Dan Koopmans 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 

Musicians 
Natalia Peterson 
Joy McLeroy 
Anne Zielske 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Presider 
Pastor Joy  
McDonald Coltvet 

Khmer 
Reader 
 
Tigrinia 
Reader 
Yohannes 
Gabir 
 
English 
Reader 
 

Crucifer 
Chuck Engleking 
 
Communion 
Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Pat Carlson 
George Kolstad 
  
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + All Ages Fellowship/Four12 Youth  10:45-11:45 am 
 
Advent  
Our theme this Advent is “Draw Near,” and you may wish to pick up a devotional 
booklet for use daily. Please feel welcome to take one for yourself and one to 
share with another. 

 
Advent Tuesday Evenings 
We will pray and learn 
together with videos & 
resources from Young 
Adults in Global Mission 
each Tuesday in Advent 
beginning Nov 30th. This 
event will be hosted 
through the Christ worship 
Zoom. 
 

Cookies & Caroling 
Bring cookies for the CLC Women’s Cookie sale by next Saturday, December 11 at 
a later TBD time. If you’d like to order cookies to be delivered to your home, 
please sign up at the info desk or call the church office. We will carol and bring 
cookies to several locations after worship on Sunday, December 12th.  You are 
welcome to join in! 
 
Prayer Request Form   https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk 
Sunday Volunteer Sign Ups   https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3   

Preacher 
Seminarian 
Sarah Bauer 
 
Worship Leader 
Kari Alice Olsen 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 

Musicians 
Paul Swenson  
Lara Hanson 
Kari Olsen 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Crucifer 
Chuck 
Engleking 
 
Communion 
Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Judy & Dave 
Nass 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 

https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles , Pastoral Intern                         intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications  office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.     manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President                 erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                             651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                        651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22 
                    Come see us on Facebook!
                   www.christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

THIS WEEK 

SAVE THE DATES 
Coming up in Advent/Christmas 

• December 12 – Draw Near to Justice 

• December 19 - Draw Near to One Another 

• Christmas Eve, December 24, 4:30 pm – Love Drawn Here 

Date Time Event Location 

Mon, Dec 6 6:30pm Finance/Executive Team Meeting Zoom 

Tue, Dec 7 12-1pm Shobi’s Lunch COCH Parking Lot 

  7pm Advent Pilgrimage in the Holy Land Zoom 

Wed, Dec 8 4:00 PM Men’s Group Zoom 

 7 pm Handbell Rehearsal Sanctuary 

Sat, Dec 11 11:15 AM Godly Play Zoom 

 TBD Cookie Tray Assembly Gathering Space 

Sun, Dec 12 9:30 AM Worship – Draw Near to Justice 
In person & via 
Zoom 

  11:00 AM Four12 Youth Youth Room 

  11:00 AM Cookie Sale and Caroling Gathering Space  


