
  

 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 |  Christ on Capitol Hill 

First Sunday of Christmas - Draw Near to Love 
“Ah yes. I can see that God is here. This is what I’ve been waiting for.” 
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First Sunday of Christmas, Draw Near to Love 
Sunday, December 26, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE                 Paul Swenson  
 
WELCOME & REMEMBERING THE CHILDREN     
We acknowledge that the sacred land on which we reside, worship and gather was 
first the home of the 11 sovereign nations who first lived in this land we call 
Minnesota. We honor the American Indian people who continue to live and work 
here as part of this community. Let us remain mindful of broken covenants and the 
need to strive to make right with all our relations. Each Sunday for 225 days, we 
remember the children who were taken from their families, especially those who 
died in Native Boarding Schools far away from home, in the United States and 
Canada. 
 
THEME —  First Sunday of Christmas, Draw Near to Love 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is 
revealed in a human person. The wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that Love 
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us. Through ordinary gifts we 
receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
Wisdom of Solomon 10: 15-21 and John 1: 14,16,18 

 

 
*GATHERING SONG   Angels We Have Heard on High   Worship 289  
     
Draw Near to Love 

I know love’s real, for I have felt it in my bones the way cold air finds my lungs and 
music finds my memories—certainly and entirely. 
And I know winter is real, for I have worn grief like a blanket— A blanket of what 
once was, covering my bony elbows and forgotten smile lines. 
Somewhere in between those certain realities, I find myself wishing on shooting 
stars and wondering if they were the same ones that Jesus slept under. 
I find myself whistling, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” 

GATHERING 

*You may 
stand  
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followed shortly by, “All is calm, all is bright.” 

It’s the melodic rotation I live in 
Joy and doubt. 
Light and night. 
Love and grief. 
You alone and you with me. 
 

So I’ll never stop waiting for Christmas. 
Every day I’ll rise with the sun and pray that today it will be Christmas again, that 
today will be a day when you are here, when you are near me, when the blanket is 
ripped away to reveal the light and my smile lines have reason to bow again. 
Then the stars fall, the sun rises, and in my heart of hearts, I know it is. 
For ever since that day so many moons ago, nothing has been able to separate us 
from your love. 
And so I say—I know love’s real, for I have felt it in my bones. 
All is calm. All is bright.           - Prayer by Sarah Are 

 
 
SONG        The First Noel      Worship 300  
 
 
Invitation - Breathe deeply            Pastor Joy 

Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the front cover. Imagine placing 

yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Breathe again. Offer a 

silent or spoken prayer to God. 

 
 
GREETING                                                                                             Pastor Joy 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day               Leader 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING   Wisdom of Solomon 10: 15-21  
A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon -        
 15A holy people and blameless race; 
  wisdom delivered from a nation of oppressors. 
 16She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, 
  and withstood dread kings with wonders and signs. 
 17She gave to holy people the reward of their labors; 
  she guided them along a marvelous way, 
 and became a shelter to them by day, 
  and a starry flame through the night. 
 18She brought them over the Red Sea, 
  and led them through deep waters; 
 19but she drowned their enemies, 
  and cast them up from the depth of the sea. 
 20Therefore the righteous plundered the ungodly; they sang hymns, O Lord, to 
your holy name, and praised with one accord your defending hand; 
 21for wisdom opened the mouths of those who were mute, 
  and made the tongues of infants speak clearly. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Star words for 2022 & Blessing our Doorway       Pastor Joy 
 
     
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                Once in Royal David’s City (vs 1) Worship 269  
 
 
MESSAGE      Pastor Lusungu Msigwe        
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 
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*SONG   In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness   All Creation Sings 1093  

 
 
 

*You may 
stand  
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Confession & Forgiveness          Pastor Joy & all 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who sends the word with angels, 
who is made flesh among all peoples, 
and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Amen. 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, 
that all we do, in word or deed, 
may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: 
God has come among us 

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. 
+ In Christ your sins are forgiven 

and you are clothed in peace. 
Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                with sung responses     Leader 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our 
attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make 
your church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Creating 
God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up today to 
witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and 
deepen our care for your natural world. 
Sung Response: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let 
us adore him, Christ the Lord 
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Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and 
peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and 
identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. You adopt us as your 
beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the adoption process, 
especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with infertility or 
pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need (especially………………………...). 
Sung Response: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let 
us adore him, Christ the Lord 
 

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this congregation 
or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As the seasons and 
the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. We give you thanks for all who 
modeled lives of loving service. Lead us in your grace until, with all your saints, we enter 
the fullness of your glory.  Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend 
these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior. Amen. 

Sung Response: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; O come, let 
us adore him, Christ the Lord 

 
 
SHARING THE PEACE                  Pastor  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                                  
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a 
bow or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace. 
 
 
OFFERING     What Feast of Love  (vs 1)    Worship 487  
You’re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today.                  
or give online at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/ 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 Leader 
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer 
ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer 
at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  
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Invitation to the Table 
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving           Pastor 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
God of starry nights— 
 
Together we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done,  on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion         Pastor 
Love has come: God’s love for all people. Come and eat, for Christ invites you.  

 
 Everyone is welcome to take communion!    

You may sit until the ushers direct you when to come forward. You may receive the 
bread/wafer 

in cupped hands—like a manger. Cups of grape juice are available on both sides. 
If you need gluten free, just indicate to your server.   

 

COMMUNION MUSIC   Your Little Ones, Dear Lord     Worship 286 

       Away in a Manger       Worship 278  
          
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             Leader       
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and 
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all 
the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
*BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen.  
 
SENDING SONG    Joy to the World       Worship 267  
   
CHARGE 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
POSTLUDE                                        Paul Swenson  

 

 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher 
Pastor Lusungu 
Mswiga 
 
Worship Leader 
Richard Clem 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 

Musicians 
Paul Swenson 
Natalia 
Peterson 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Crucifer 
 
Communion Setup 
& Clean up 
Steve & Ev Senty 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Mark Cavanaugh 
& Yohannes 
Gabir, Dave Nass 
 
Tech Team 
Chris Kay, Ben 
McDonald 
Coltvet, Abenet 
Coltvet 

May you all have a joyful Christmas and a blessed New Year! 
 

Poinsettias—Thank you! 
Thank you to all who ordered the lovely poin-
settias to beautify the worship space. 
Thank you to those who donated poinsettia 
plants for the Christmas services: 
The Coltvet family—In honor of our grandpar-
ents  
Rhonda Niola—In honor of the Four12 Youth & 
In memory of Allen & Lydia Johnson 
Natalia & Mike Peterson 
 
 

Would you like to take a poinsettia with you today?  Please take one home or deliver 
to a friend or neighbor.  If you would like to give a gift toward the cost of poinsettias, 
they are $20/each (invited but not required). 
 
Year-End Gifts 
In a season when we receive many good requests from 
many worthy causes, and in a year when offerings already 
have been generous, we want to remind you how important 
your offering to the ministry of Christ (the General Fund) is 
for our health as a congregation. We invite you to give gen-
erously at this year-end so that we might enter 2022 free of 
deficit! 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + All Ages Fellowship 10:45-11:45 am 
 
Godly Play resumes on January 8, 2022. 
Christ’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, January 30 after 9:30 
am Worship. 
 
Thank you to all who made 2022 Create commitments! 
THANK YOU so much to every single person who has given gifts of any size to 
Christ this past year, and to all of those who turned in commitment cards for 
2022 giving as a part of our Create stewardship appeal. With God’s guiding, we 
will continue to Create in more and more ways into the future!  
 

Welcome Table Capital Campaign 
Thank you to all those who gave to the Welcome Table 
Capital Campaign throughout these past three years. We are 
so grateful to have reached our goal of $300,000 over the 
years of this project which allowed us to renovate the 
kitchen to serve hungry neighbors regularly throughout the 
Capitol Area, Frogtown and Midway.   
 

Prayer Request Form   https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk 
Sunday Volunteer Sign Ups   https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3   

Preacher 
Pastoral Intern 
Carrie Stiles 
 
Worship Leader 
Craig Dokken 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 

Musicians 
Natalia 
Peterson 
Bell Choir 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Crucifer 
 
Communion 
Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Pat Carlson & 
George Kolstad 
 
 
Tech Team 
Chris Kay, Ben 
McDonald 
Coltvet, Abenet 
Coltvet 

https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles , Pastoral Intern                         intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications  office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.     manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President                 erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                             651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                        651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22 
                    Come see us on Facebook!
                   www.christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

THIS WEEK 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

 January 2—2nd Sunday of Christmas & Feast of Epiphany 

 January 23—Pre-Annual Meeting Budget Conversation 

 January 30—Congregational Annual Meeting 

Date Time Event Location 

Mon, Dec 27  Office closed, building re-keyed  

Tue, Dec 28 9-1pm Office open  

Wed, Dec 29 9-1pm Office open  

Thurs, Dec 30  Office closed  

Sun, Jan 2 9:30 am Worship  
In person & via 
Zoom/Livestream 


