
  

 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 |  Christ on Capitol Hill 

Advent Four - Draw Near to One Another 
“Ah yes. I can see that God is here. This is what I’ve been waiting for.” 
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Draw Near to One Another 
Advent Four, Draw Near to Truth 

Sunday, December 19, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE                 Jazz Ensemble 
 
WELCOME & REMEMBERING THE CHILDREN      Pastor 
We acknowledge that the sacred land on which we reside, worship and gather was 
first the home of the 11 sovereign nations who first lived in this land we call 
Minnesota. We honor the American Indian people who continue to live and work 
here as part of this community. Let us remain mindful of broken covenants and the 
need to strive to make right with all our relations. Each Sunday for 225 days, we 
remember the children who were taken from their families, especially those who 
died in Native Boarding Schools far away from home, in the United States and 
Canada. 
 
THEME —  Advent Four, Draw Near to One Another 
Today, we hear a tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary and Elizabeth’s 
magnificent song of praise. From generation to generation and all over the earth, 
we are invited to draw near to one another as God draws near to us in song and 
prayer, from ancient days to a present and future peace.  
 
Candle Lighting—O Come, O Come Emmanuel   Worship 257  verses 7 & 8 

     
Draw Near to One Another 

When Adam saw Eve,  
the first thing he said was, “At Last.”  
And when I fell in love,  
God became real faster than I could imagine.  
 

When my brother was born,  
I learned the size of my heart.  
And when my mom held my hand,  
I knew the love that willed that heart to start.  
 

GATHERING 
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And without them,  
how would I know love?  
Without others,  
how would I learn grace  
or music, confidence or trust? 
 

And without the sun,  
how could the earth grow life? 
 

And without you, how could I know God with green eyes,  
God with brown skin, 
God with wrinkles,  
God within.  
 

So I have come to believe—  
we belong to one another.  
Families and friends, neighbors and strangers—  
We belong to one another.  
 

And I have come to see  
the space between you and me  
as nothing short of holy ground.  
So take off your shoes and draw near.  
Together is where God is found.  
 Prayer by Sarah Are  
 
*GATHERING SONG   Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  Worship 254  
 
 
Invitation - Breathe deeply            Pastor Joy 

Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the front cover. Imagine placing 

yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Breathe again. Offer a 

silent or spoken prayer to God. 

 
 
GREETING                                                                                             Pastor Joy 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
 

*You may 
stand  
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Prayer of the Day -Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy 
and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING                                 Micah 5:2-5a       Readers 
       
 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 
 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 and he shall be the one of peace. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  Listen to the Word        All Creation Sings 974 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                          
CHILDREN’S TIME & MESSAGE     Pastor Joy, Mothers and Children  
 
In the midst of the program... 
Canticle of the Turning           Worship 723 
 
And again... 
hearts shall sing of the day you bring 
 let the fires of your justice burn, 
wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near…  
And the world is about to turn. 
 
 
Confession & Forgiveness          Pastor Joy & all 
 
Forgive us, God, when we live our lives within the lines, 
when we say this is the shape of our work 
this is the boundary of our habitation 
these are the limits to our love 
there are the lines of our vision 
these, and none other. 
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Draw us beyond our patterns into yours: 
shifting, moving, curving, spiraling, many-colored, ever-changing, 
stretching, pushing, challenging, renaming, unsettling, disturbing, 
casting forth, and welcoming home. 

--by Jan Richardson from Night Visions: Searching the Shadows of 

Advent & Christmas 

 

*SONG     All Earth is Hopeful       Worship 266  
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                with sung responses     Leader 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
 

Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew 
barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your 
creation that brings forth abundant life. You give us life and care for our every 
need. Use the church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to 
all who seek your transforming grace.  
Sing verse one of Come Now, O God  All Creation Sings 902 
 

Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those 
who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, 
and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. You fill the hungry with 
good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and community. 
Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. 
Sing verse two of Come Now, O God  All Creation Sings 902 
 

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for 
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until 
that day when you fulfill all things. Show your lovingkindness to teen parents and 
those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who 
await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need 
(especially).  
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
Sing verse three of Come Now, O God  All Creation Sings 902 

*You may 
stand  
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SHARING THE PEACE                  Pastor  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                                  
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a 
bow or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace. 
 
OFFERING                                         Jazz Ensemble 
You’re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today.                  
or give online at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/ 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 Leader 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to 
the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 
simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right… 
 
HOLY, HOLY          Worship page 173 (Setting Six)  

HOW THIS MEAL BEGAN 
 
THE CAMBODIAN LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                Pastor  
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came   Worship 265      
          

*You may 
stand  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             Leader       
God Most High, you draw near to us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to 
be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 
Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*BLESSING 
The God of hope and wonder fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may live by the power of the Holy Spirit, through † Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    Go Tell It On The Mountain    Worship 290  
   
CHARGE 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                         Jazz Ensemble 

*You may 
stand  

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preachers 
Children, 
Mothers & 
Pastor Joy 
 
Worship Leader 
Jonah Sitorus 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 

Musicians 
Natalia 
Peterson 
Jazz 
Ensemble:  
Nathan 
Hanson, Josh 
Granowski,  
Chris Hepola, 
Lara Hanson 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 

Crucifer 
Chuck Engleking 
 
Communion Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Garmai Garyu & 
Kathy Kolstad 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 

Christmas Eve, December 24 – Love Drawn Here 
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. 
Children & families will tell the stories of angels who declare that 
Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone. Filled with the 
light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ 
with the whole world. 
 
Christmas Day, December 25 – O Come, Let Us Adore 
Lessons & Carols for Christmas 
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illu-
mines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Em-
boldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shep-
herds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we 
declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been trans-
formed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us 
adore! 
 
December 26 –  1st Sunday of Christmas, Draw Near to Love 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple mes-
sage that God is revealed in a human person. The wonder we cele-
brate at Christmas is that Love continues to dwell among us. Christ 
comes among us. Through ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of 
God’s grace and truth. 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + All Ages Fellowship/Four12 Youth  10:45-11:45 am 
 
Advent Tuesday Evenings 
We will pray and learn together with videos 
& resources from Young Adults in Global 
Mission. This event will be hosted through 
the Christ worship Zoom. 
 
 
 

Eagle’s Nest Befriending 
Thank you to all who have brought gifts and gift cards for the mothers and 
children of Eagle’s Nest today and in the past weeks. All the donations will be 
picked up on Tuesday. 
 
In Memory & Honor of Coreen Miller 
We will grieve together for the loss and celebrate the life of Coreen Miller this 
coming Wednesday.  The lunch will be catered. If you are able to serve or clean 
up and/or bring cookies/bars, please let Ann Fecht know. 
 
Cookie Plus Sale - Huge Success 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! Bakers that made cookies, buyers that bought cookies, 
carmel corn, lefse. CLCW 
 
Prayer Request Form   https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk 
Sunday Volunteer Sign Ups   https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3   

Preacher 
Pastor Lusungu 
Mswiga 
 
Worship Leader 
Richard Clem 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 

Musicians 
Paul Swenson 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Crucifer 
Chuck 
Engleking 
 
Communion 
Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Yohannes Gabir 
& Mark 
Cavanaugh 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 

https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles , Pastoral Intern                         intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications  office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.     manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President                 erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                             651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                        651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22 
                    Come see us on Facebook!
                   www.christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

THIS WEEK 

SAVE THE DATES 

• January 2—2nd Sunday of Christmas & Feast of Epiphany 

• January 23—Pre-Annual Meeting Budget Conversation 

• January 30—Congregational Annual Meeting 

Date Time Event Location 

Mon, Dec 20  Office Closed  

Tues, Dec 21 7pm Advent Pilgrimage in the Holy Land Zoom 

Wed, Dec 22 10 Coreen Miller Visitation Sanctuary 

 11 Coreen Miller Funeral Sanctuary 

 Noon Catered Lunch/Burial Fellowship Hall 

 4 pm Men’s Group Zoom 

Fri, Dec 24 4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service—Love Drawn Here Sanctuary 

Sat. Dec. 25 10:30 am 
Christmas Day – O Come, Let Us Adore Lessons 
& Carols for Christmas 

Sanctuary 

Sun, Dec 26 
9:30 am Worship - Draw Near to Love 

In person & via 
Zoom 

Mon, Dec 27  Office Closed  


