
  

 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 |  Christ on Capitol Hill 

Advent Three - Draw Near to Justice 
“Ah yes. I can see that God is here. This is what I’ve been waiting for.” 
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Draw Near 
Advent three, Draw Near to Justice 

Sunday, December 12, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE                 Paul Swenson  
 
WELCOME & REMEMBERING THE CHILDREN    Pastoral Intern Carrie 
We acknowledge that the sacred land on which we reside, worship and gather was 
first the home of the 11 sovereign nations who first lived in this land we call 
Minnesota. We honor the American Indian people who continue to live and work 
here as part of this community. Let us remain mindful of broken covenants and the 
need to strive to make right with all our relations. Each Sunday for 225 days, we 
remember the children who were taken from their families, especially those who 
died in Native Boarding Schools far away from home, in the United States and 
Canada. 
 
THEME —  Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause 
for singing. The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for 
rejoicing. The coming of one “more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing 
fork in hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved. 
Great joy is the tone for today.  
 
Candle Lighting—O Come, O Come Emmanuel   Worship 257  verses 5 & 6  
 
Draw Near to Justice 

It takes all of me to draw near to justice— 

My whole, sinful, honest self. 
There is no option for part of my heart to break, 
for a fraction of my mind to recognize truth, 
for just one of my legs to march. 
It’s all or nothing, 
my life or our lives, 
daylight or darkness. 
Maybe that’s why justice is so hard. 

GATHERING 
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WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 

In order to be just, it takes all of who we are— 

Sins, scars, guilt and all. 
So I pray— 

Break my whole heart, God. 
Break my heart and in the cracks, 
in the fractured places, 
plant seeds of strength 

so that justice will grow in me 

and I in it, 
like a wildflower that can’t be tamed. 
Bit by bit 
I cling to your word. 
Bit by bit, 
I turn my heart into a garden 

for your justice to take root. 
It is not an option for part of my heart to break. 

 Prayer by Sarah Are 
*GATHERING SONG  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn Worship 242 
 
Invitation - Breathe deeply            Pastor Joy 
Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the front cover. Imagine placing 
yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Breathe again. Offer a 
silent or spoken prayer to God. 
 
GREETING                                                                                             Pastor Joy 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                              Leader 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  



4 

 

FIRST READING                                 Isaiah 12:2-6      Leader 
A reading from Isaiah... 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,  
for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
3With joy you will draw water  
from the wells of salvation.  
4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name;  
make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this name is 
exalted.  
5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;  
let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,  
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  Listen to the Word        All Creation Sings 974 

GOSPEL                                                     Luke 3:7-18      Readers 
A reading from Luke  - 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the 
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crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we 
do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As the people were filled with 
expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many 
other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
CHILDREN’S TIME & MESSAGE       Seminarian Sarah Bauer 

 
*SONG   Come To Be Our Hope, Oh Jesus  All Creation Sings 904 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  
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Confession & Forgiveness          Pastor Joy & all 
Forgive us, God, when we live our lives within the lines, 
when we say this is the shape of our work 
this is the boundary of our habitation 
these are the limits to our love 
there are the lines of our vision 
these, and none other. 
 

Draw us beyond our patterns into yours: 
shifting, moving, curving, spiraling, many-colored, ever-changing, 
stretching, pushing, challenging, renaming, unsettling, disturbing, 
casting forth, and welcoming home. 

--by Jan Richardson from Night Visions: Searching the Shadows of Advent & Christmas 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                with sung responses     Leader 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 
A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. 
Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Rejoicing 
God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the 
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ministry of church musicians. With instruments and dance, join our voices to the 
song of all creation.  
Sing verse one of Come Now, O God All Creation Sings 902 
 

Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life 
into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. 
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, 
that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, 
or ill this day (especially………………………………..) 
Sing verse two of Come Now, O God All Creation Sings 902 
 

Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up 
prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the 
freedom found in generosity. We give you thanks for your servants who showed 
us your goodness and grace. By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith 
until we make our home with you. God of new life, you come among us in the 
places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 
Sing verse three of Come Now, O God All Creation Sings 902 
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SHARING THE PEACE                  Pastor  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                                  
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a 
bow or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace. 
 
 
OFFERING        Emmanuel by Bob McGee,      Bell Choir 
                                            arrangement by Natalia Peterson 
You’re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today.                  
or give online at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/ 
 
OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 Leader 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the 
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple 
meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.  

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right… 
 
HOLY, HOLY          Worship page 173 (Setting Six)  

*You may 
stand  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 
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HOW THIS MEAL BEGAN 
 
THE CAMBODIAN LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                Pastor  
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  
Comfort, Comfort Now My People  Worship 256 
              
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             Leader       
God Most High, you draw near to us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to 
be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 
Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

                     
*BLESSING 
The God of hope and wonder fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may live by the power of the Holy Spirit, through † Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                         People, Look East      Worship 248 
   
CHARGE 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                        Paul Swenson  

*You may 
stand  

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher 
Seminarian Sarah 
Bauer 
 
Worship Leader 
Kari Alice Olsen 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 

Musicians 
Paul Swenson  
Kari Olson 
Lara Hanson 
Bell Choir 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Ann Fecht 

Crucifer 
Chuck Engleking 
 
Communion Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Judy & Dave 
Nass 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
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Next Week’s Worship Leaders 
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + All Ages Fellowship/Four12 Youth  10:45-11:45 am 
 
Advent  
Our theme this Advent is “Draw Near,” and you may wish to pick up a devotional 
booklet for use daily. Please feel welcome to take one for yourself and one to 
share with another. 

 
Advent Tuesday Evenings 
We will pray and learn 
together with videos & 
resources from Young 
Adults in Global Mission 
each Tuesday in Advent 
beginning Nov 30th. This 
event will be hosted 
through the Christ worship 
Zoom. 
 

CLC Women’s Potluck Thursday, December 16th  
Join the women for bible study followed by a potluck—bring your favorite dish to 
share! 
 
Prayer Request Form   https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk 
Sunday Volunteer Sign Ups   https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3   

Preacher 
Pastor Joy 
 
Worship Leader 
Jonah Sitorus 
 
Greeters 
Carol Dokken 

Musicians 
Jazz Ensemble 
Natalia Peterson 
 
Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
 
 

Khmer Reader 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
 

Crucifer 
Chuck 
Engleking 
 
Communion 
Setup 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 

Candle Lighters 
 
Ushers 
Garmai Garyu & 
Kathy Kolstad 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 

https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles , Pastoral Intern                         intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications  office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.     manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President                 erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                             651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                        651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22 
                    Come see us on Facebook!
                   www.christoncapitolhill.com 

A Tree of Life in the City 

THIS WEEK 

SAVE THE DATES 
Coming up in Advent/Christmas 

• December 19 - Draw Near to One Another 

• Christmas Eve, December 24, 4:30 pm – Love Drawn Here 

• Christmas Day, December 25, 10:30 am – O Come, Let Us Adore Lessons &  
Carols for Christmas 

• December 26 - Draw Near to Love 

Date Time Event Location 

Mon, Dec 13 7 pm Council Meeting Zoom 

Tue, Dec 14 12-1pm Shobi’s Lunch COCH Parking Lot 

  7pm Advent Pilgrimage in the Holy Land Zoom 

Wed, Dec 15 4:00 PM Men’s Group Zoom 

Sat, Dec 18 11:15 AM Godly Play Zoom 

Sun, Dec 19 9:30 AM Worship – Draw Near to One Another 
In person & via 
Zoom 

  11:00 AM Four12 Youth Youth Room 


