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 December 24, 2021                  4:30 PM 
 

Welcome to Worship.  Thank you for coming. 
We hope that you experience here a deep breath of peace, unexpected joy, 

and God's love, hidden in each moment and revealed in Jesus. 
 

Prelude                                   
 
Welcome  & Call to Worship                   

One: We come to worship  
All: Because we belong in community. 
One: We come to worship 
All: to be surrounded in hope. 
One: We come to worship 
All: to draw near to God. 
One We come to worship 
To find that God has already drawn near to us.  
One: Love is drawn here. Let us worship! 

                                                   
Please stand. 
Opening Song   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice       Worship 288 
 
Prayer 
All-powerful and unseen God,  the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts 
with peace. Call us this night and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination & First Reading      (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7) 
   Spanish  Tigrinia  Swahili  English 
A reading from Isaiah             
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 
and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Song    In a Far-Off Place, Jesus Comes   All Creation Sings 908              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Children’s Liturgy for Christmas Eve 
 
We are ready… All is quiet and still. 
Song    O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs 1)   Worship 279 
 
As night gathers… in the stable with the animals. 
Song    Once in Royal David’s City (vs 1)    Worship 269 
 
Stars brighten… filled with straw 
Song    Away in a Manger (vs 1 & 2)    Worship  277 
 
In the hills… in the center of all that love. 
Song   While Shepherds Watched their Flocks at Night   Coltvet family 



 

 
Three camels plod… its shining shows them. 
Song    We Three Kings  (vs. 1) 
 We three kings of Orient are;    Refrain 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar,    Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain,   star with royal beauty bright; 
 following yonder star.     westward leading, still proceeding, 
        guide us to thy perfect light! 
  
Their journey ends… Enter into the mystery of Christmas, with which this night is filled. 
Duet    Night Long Awaited    All Creation Sings  912 
 
Please stand. 
Call to Confession  
The angels appeared…  Let us pray: 
God of starlight, We promised ourselves that this year would be different; and yet, here we are 
again. We longed to be faithful like Mary and generous like the magi.  
We longed to be like the shepherds—putting down our work to focus on you. 
But time got away from us and Sabbath was fleeting.  So we come to you tonight in prayer. 
We draw near to you, knowing that you have already drawn near to us. 
Forgive us for our shortcomings. Love us into a new season of life, where once again we might strive 
to be your hands and feet in this world. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Family of God, no matter who you are, what you have done, or what you have left undone, know this—
You are loved, forgiven and made new. The promise of Christmas is that God simply loves you too 
much to stay away. God sent God’s only son to this earth to be closer to you, so draw near to that 
promise, and rest in that good news. 
We are saved by grace through faith, and in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
Song     On Christmas Night (vs. 1 & 4)    Worship 274 

  
Prayers                  Leader 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to God’s people on earth. 
Blessed are you, prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.  
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love. 
Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.  
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age. 
Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely or homeless.  
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.  
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 



 

 
Blessed are you, Son of God. You live among us as the Word made flesh.  
Reveal yourself to us in word and meal that we may bear your light to all the world. 
 
Sharing the Peace                                 Pastor 
P          The Peace of Christ be with you always.                
C          And also with you. 

 

You are invited to stand, turn & greet one another with a bow or wave, in the name of Jesus! 
 
 

You may sit. 
Offering           
  

Offering Prayer                       Leader 
All-giving God, you have breathed life into our bodies, this community, and these gifts of the earth that 
become the meal of your grace. Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope and 
blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Please stand.                                            

Response   Your Little Ones, Dear Lord  vs 1, 3     Worship 286 
 
 

Communion 
Invitation to the Table 
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving        Pastor 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
God of starry nights— 
 
Together we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Invitation to Communion         Pastor 
Love has come: God’s love for all people. Come and eat, for Christ invites you.  

 

 Everyone is welcome to take communion!    
You may sit until the ushers direct you when to come forward. You may receive the bread/wafer 

in cupped hands—like a manger. Cups of grape juice are available on both sides. 
If you need gluten free, just indicate to your server.   

 
 



 

  

Communion Songs  I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve   Worship 271 
    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    Worship 276 
    It Came upon a Midnight Clear       Worship 282 
         
 

Please stand as you are able. 

Prayer After Communion                      Leader 
God of starlight… 
And again, we are in awe. Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 
 
 

Candle Lighting 

 
Lighting of the candles  as  John 1 is read by Pastor Joy 
[Tilt only unlit candles; lighted candles should remain upright.] 
 
When all candles are lit, all join in singing: 
 

 

   Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
   round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
   sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
   Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
   glories stream from heaven afar. Heavenly hosts sing, alleluia! 
   Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
   Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
   radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
   Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.    
               Copyright in the public domain. Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 
 
 

 

Blessing           Pastor 

Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the + Child in the manger, and strength from the Spirit of life 

be blessings for you today and forever. Amen. 
 
The candles are extinguished. Remember these words from Godly Play— 
Watch, when the light is extinguished, it goes everywhere. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Sending Song      Joy to the World   

 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Charge                                  Leader 
 Go with Christ who fills you with grace and truth! 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Postlude                   Natalia Peterson 

Worship Participants— 
everyone here 

 
Preacher/Presider 
Children of Christ 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet 
 
Worship Leader 
Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
 
Readers 
Yippy Clem, Johannes Gabir, 
Pastor Lusungu Msigwe, 
Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
 

Greeters 
Kathy Harris 
Carol Dokken 
 
Musicians 
Natalia Peterson 
 
Ushers 
George & Kathy Kolstad, 
Scott Seitz, Dave Nass 
 
Candle Lighters 
Dinkenesh Coltvet 
 
 

 
Communion Servers 
Pastor Lusungu Msigwe, 
Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
 
 
Tech Team 
Ben McDonald Coltvet, 
Chris Kay, Bobbie Cloud,  
Abenet Coltvet 

 
 



 

 May you all have a joyful Christmas and a blessed New Year! 
 

Poinsettias—Thank you! 
Thank you to all who ordered the lovely poinsettias to beautify the worship space. 
Thank you to those who donated poinsettia plants for the Christmas services: 
The Coltvet family—In honor of our grandparents  
Rhonda Niola—In honor of the Four12 Youth & In memory of Allen & Lydia Johnson 
Natalia & Mike Peterson 
 
Christmas Day Worship—tomorrow at 10:30 am—On Christmas morning the people of God gather to 
celebrate the birth of the Word made flesh,  Jesus Christ.  
 
Godly Play resumes on January 8, 2022. 
Christ’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, January 30 after 9:30 am Worship. 
 
Thank you to all who made 2022 Create commitments! 
THANK YOU so much to every single person who has given gifts of any size to Christ this past year, and 
to all of those who turned in commitment cards for 2022 giving as a part of our Create stewardship 
appeal. With God’s guiding, we will continue to Create in more and more 
ways into the future!  
 
Year-End Gifts 
In a season when we receive many good requests from many worthy causes, 
and in a year when offerings already have been generous, we want to 
remind you how important your offering to the ministry of Christ (the 
General Fund) is for our health as a congregation. We invite you to give 
generously at this year-end so that we might enter 2022 free of deficit! 

 
Welcome Table Capital Campaign 
Thank you to all those who gave to the Welcome Table Capital Campaign 
throughout these past three years. We are so grateful to have reached our goal of 
$300,000 over the years of this project which allowed us to renovate the kitchen to 
serve hungry neighbors regularly throughout the Capitol Area, Frogtown and 
Midway.   

Contact Information 
651-222-3619                           www.christoncapitolhill.com     Come see us on Facebook! 
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet         pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles   intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Office & Communications: Tahnea Brown office@christoncapitolhill.com  
Building & Events Manager: Jean Christoffel  manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Music Director: Natalia Peterson   musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Council President:: Erik Wohlrabe  erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com               

Wifi Password for CLCH-Guest—Christ22 


