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Advent One—Draw Near to Wonder

“Ah yes. | can see that God is here. This is what I’'ve been waiting for.”

Sunday, November 28, 2021 | Christ on Capitol Hill



Gifts of Love
Advent One—Draw Near to Wonder
Sunday, November 28 Christ on Capitol Hill

GATHERING

Congregational responses are in bold print.
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Jazz Ensemble

WELCOME & REMEMBERING THE CHILDREN Pastoral Intern Carrie
We acknowledge that the sacred land on which we reside, worship and gather was
first the home of the 11 sovereign nations who first lived in this land we call
Minnesota. We honor the American Indian people who continue to live and work
here as part of this community. Let us remain mindful of broken covenants and the
need to strive to make right with all our relations. Each Sunday for 225 days, we
remember the children who were taken from their families, especially those who
died in Native Boarding Schools far away from home, in the United States and
Canada.

THEME — There are reasons for fear all around us. Family relationships fall apart,
death is too close, the whole creation seems to be suffering. This has always been

true from Genesis, the beginning, to as far as we can see out into the future. What
is the antidote to so much fear? Could it be wonder, brave acts of love, holding to

hope? We watch and wait as we sing, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel...”

Candle Lighting—O Come, O Come Emmanuel Worship 257 verses 1 & 2

Draw Near to Wonder Pastoral Intern Carrie
| wonder if the earth is waiting for a Messiah like | am--

Trees bending toward love,

fireflies keeping a promise to be light,

the moon returning over and over again

with hope that the world will look differently

this time.
| wonder if I'll ever really know when it happens--

Those moments when God is in my midst.

Those all the time,
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everywhere,
rare kind of moments that I’'m terrible at
trusting but know like a rainstorm.
| wonder, because | am human.
| wonder, because not wondering leaves me stuck.
And | cannot be stuck in a world
that separates children from parents,
women from their bodies,
and men from their emotions.
So | wonder.
Will the stars ever fall?
Will | see you face to face, and you see me?
Will the moon come back tonight and sigh, saying,
“Ah yes. | can see that God is here. This is what
I've been waiting for.”

Prayer by Sarah Are
*GATHERING SONG Creator of the Stars of Night Worship 245
Invitation - Breathe deeply Pastor Joy

Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the front cover. Imagine placing
yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Breathe again. Offer a
silent or spoken prayer to God.

GREETING Pastor Joy
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY Leader
Stir up your power, O Emmanuel, and come among us. By your merciful protection,
replace our fears of threat and danger with wonder, hope and love. Help us live
with confident trust in you, practicing gentle justice, and ever more in communion
with you--Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit. Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Genesis 16:7-13  Translation by Wilda C. Gafney
from A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church
A reading from Genesis...
Now the messenger of the ALL-SEEING GOD found Hagar by a spring of water in
the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And the messenger said, “Hagar,
slave-girl of Sarai, from where have you come and where are you going?” And she
said, “From my mistress Sarai am | fleeing.” The messenger of the INSCRUTABLE
GOD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and subject yourself to her.”

The messenger of the WELLSPRING OF LIFE said to Hagar, “Greatly will |
multiply your seed, so they cannot be counted for multitude.” Then the
messenger of the FOUNT OF LIFE said to her,

“Look! You are pregnant and shall give birth to a son,

And you shall call him Ishmael (meaning God hears),

For the FAITHFUL ONE has heard of your abuse.

He shall be a wild ass of a man,

With his hand against everyone,

And everyone’s hand against him;

And he shall live in the sight of all his kin.”

So Hagar named the LIVING GOD who spoke to her: “You are El-ro’i”; for she said,
“Have | really seen God and remained alive after seeing God?”
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Listen to the Word All Creation Sings 974
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GOSPEL Luke 21:25-31 Readers
A reading from Luke -

Jesus said:| “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.”

Then Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom
of God is near. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME & MESSAGE Pastor Joy

*SONG Now the Heavens Start to Whisper All Creation Sings 901
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1 Now the heav-ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.
2 Heav -y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.
3 Christ,e - ter - nal Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of = wis-dom’s seed,
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Earth from slum - ber wakes to lis - ten to the stir- ring, faint with-in:
Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
come to bless with fire and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.
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seed of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child to spring from Jes - se’s stem!
Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in a world grown dim.
In the lone -ly, in the strang-er, in the out-cast, hid from view;
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Like the soil be - neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
Heav-en’s em - ber fans to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.
Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.
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Confession & Forgiveness Pastor Joy & all
Forgive us, God, when we live our lives within the lines,

when we say this is the shape of our work

this is the boundary of our habitation

these are the limits to our love

there are the lines of our vision

these, and none other.

Draw us beyond our patterns into yours:

shifting, moving, curving, spiraling, many-colored, ever-changing,
stretching, pushing, challenging, renaming, unsettling, disturbing,
casting forth, and welcoming home.

--by Jan Richardson from Night Visions: Searching the Shadows of
Advent & Christmas

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE with sung responses Leader

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim
the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your
face in all people and in all of creation.

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind
and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what
you have lovingly created.

Sing verse one of Come Now, O God  All Creation Sings 902

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of
the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our
communities. God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and
wait. Come to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs,
retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind (especially we pray

for.......... ).

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from



destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by natural
disasters, for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, and
other relief organizations.

Sing verse two of Come Now, O God All Creation Sings 902

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who
journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make
us confident that your promises endure forever. God of new life, you come among
us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in
the name of Jesus.

Sing verse three of Come Now, O God  All Creation Sings 902
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1 Come now, O God, when our love is for-sak - en.
2 Come, when we squan - der the free - dom you gave us.
3 Come, put an end to our self - serv-ing mad - ness.
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Come, when our bed - rock of faith has been shak - en.
Come, break the sys - tems of sin that en-slave  us.
Come, while the world is en - shroud - ed in sad - ness.
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Come, when our deep - est of hopes are mis - tak - en.
Come, though we won - der if you can still save us.
Come, turn the tears of our mourmn - ing to glad - ness.
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Come, Em - man - u - el. Come, Em-man - u - el.
SHARING THE PEACE Pastor

The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a
bow or wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.
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OFFERING Jazz Ensemble
You’'re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today.
or give online at christoncapitolhill.com/donations/

OFFERING PRAYER Leader
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple
meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right...

HOLY, HOLY Worship page 173 (Setting Six)
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

HOW THIS MEAL BEGAN

THE CAMBODIAN LORD’S PRAYER
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION Pastor
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.

COMMUNION MUSIC Come Now, O Prince of Peace Worship 247

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Leader
God Most High, you draw near to us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to
be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ
Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us into the world.

*BLESSING
The God of hope and wonder fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we

may live by the power of the Holy Spirit, through + Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

SENDING SONG  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed & Burning  All Creation Sings949
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1 Keep your lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your
2 Dark-er mid - night lies be - fore us, dark - er
3 Lo, the morn - ing soon is break - ing, lo, the
4 Keep your lamps trimmed and  burn - ing, keep your
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lamps trimmed and bum - ing, keep your lamps
mid - night lies be - fore us, dark - er mid - night
morn - ing ~ soon is break - ing, lo, the morn - ing
lamps trimmed and burn - ing, keep your lamps
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trimmed and burn - ing, for this work’s  al- most done.
lies be - fore us, for this work’s al-most done.
soon is break - ing, for this work’s  al- most done.
trimmed and  burn - ing, for this work’s  al-most done.
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Chil-dren, don’t grow wea -ry; chil-dren, don’t grow wea - ry;
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chil-dren, don’t grow wea-ry, for this work’s al-most done.
CHARGE
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Jazz Ensemble
Today’s Worship Leaders
Preacher & Musicians Khmer Crucifer Candle Lighters
Presider Paul Swenson Reader Chuck Engleking
Pastor Joy Jazz Ensemble: Ushers
McDonald Coltvet Nathan Hanson Tigrinia Communion Mark Cavanaugh
Josh Granowski Reader Setup Yohannes Gabir
Worship Leader Davu Seru Yohannes
Sharon Hardy Natalia Peterson Gabir Communion Communion
Sarah Bauer Servers Cleanup
Greeters English Ushers
Carol Dokken Sound Board Reader Tech Team

Bobbie Cloud




2021

Following Christ

CHRIST ON CAPITOL HILL NOVEMBER 28,

Today: + Worship 9:30 am + All Ages Fellowship/Four12 Youth 10:45-11:45 am

Commitment Sunday

Thanks to all who gave their commitment forms to share their intentions for 2022
giving today. If you forgot your form, please feel welcome to send a message to
the church office in the coming days or turn it in next Sunday. We are so grateful

for you sharing what God has first given you.

Advent

Our theme this Advent will be “Draw Near,” and you may wish to pick up a
devotional booklet for use daily this month either today or next Sunday. Please
feel welcome to take one for yourself and one to share with another.

Advent Tuesday Evenings
@eiayoungaduls We will pray and learn

together with videos &

resources from Young

ADVENT PILGRIMAGE IN PALESTINE

beginning Nov 30th. This

v Adults in Global Mission
each Tuesday in Advent
[)
) [ )

event will be hosted through
the Christ worship Zoom.

Prayer Request Form https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
Sunday Volunteer Sign Ups https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3

Next Week’s Worship Leaders |

Preacher Musicians Khmer Crucifer

Seminarian Sarah  Natalia Peterson Reader Chuck

Bauer Engleking
Sound Board Tigrinia

Worship Leader Bobbie Cloud Reader Communion

Dan Koopmans Yohannes Setup
Presider Gabir

Greeters Pastor Joy Communion

Carol Dokken McDonald Coltvet English Servers

Reader Ushers

Candle Lighters
Ushers
Pat Carlson

George Kolstad

Communion
Cleanup

Tech Team
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https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3

THIS WEEK

Date Time Event Location

Tue, Nov 30 12-1pm Shobi’s Lunch COCH Parking Lot

Wed, Dec 1 4:00 PM Men’s Group Zoom

Sat, Dec 4 11:15 AM Godly Play Zoom

Sun, Dec 5 9:30 AM Worship In person & via Zoom
11:00 AM Fourl2 Youth Youth Room

SAVE THE DATES

Coming up in Advent/Christmas

November 30 - Advent Pilgrimage in the Holy Land begins, 7 pm, Zoom
December 5 — Draw Near to Truth

December 12 — Draw Near to Justice

December 19 - Draw Near to One Another

Christmas Eve, December 24, 4:30 pm — Love Drawn Here

Christmas Day, December 25, 10:30 am — O Come, Let Us Adore Lessons &
Carols for Christmas

e December 26 - Draw Near to Love

Contact Information
651-222-3619

105 University Avenue West \“ /
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com "-
Carrie Stiles, Pastoral Intern intern@christoncapitolhill.com jx

Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications office@christoncapitolhill.com

Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr. manager@christoncapitolhill.com ATree of Life in the City
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com

Natalia Peterson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com

Paul Swenson, Organist 651.222.3619

Custodian, Equinox 651.222.3619

Wifi Password—Christ22
Come see us on Facebook!
www.christoncapitolhill.com
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