
   

 

Christ Herald November 2021 

November: Gifts of Love & Vision 
 

Last month, pastors in our Saint Paul Area Synod gathered for 40 hours 
at the Bishop’s Theological Conference and we heard this story from 
Janice Riggle Huie, a retired Bishop of the United Methodist Church. 
She described in thick detail her childhood on a farm in south Texas and 
how that farm looked after 4 years of drought. She was out with her 
father checking in on the cows, as they did daily, and her father asked 
her, “What do you see?” She answered, “I see dry brush everywhere.”  
“What else do you see?” Well, on the way in she had seen a jack rabbit. 
“A jack rabbit.” 
“What else do you see?” And now she was really struggling. “A rattlesnake…” 
His deep brow furrowed, and not just because she was making up stories. Finally, after a long silence, she asked 
him, “What do you see, Daddy?” 
“Look out there… I see green grass growing, all the way up to the cows’ bellies. And we’ll put in a cistern right 
over there, and there will be a windmill.” And 39 years later, her Daddy’s vision came to reality. She showed us a 
photo. 
 
Her story made me cry for at least two reasons. First—that ability to look out and see thick green grass when all 
the eye can see is dead brush. Second—the fact that they had to wait 39 years to see his vision come to reality. 
Bishop Huie, a guest among us, told us this story to inspire us to tenacity and resilience in this season. Over and 
over, they tried and failed and never gave up innovating toward this vision. But, it didn’t take 10 minutes or even 
a couple of years. 
 
We have been living through this pandemic for 20 months. In that time, we have done amazing, adaptable 
things… we have hung in there… we have reached out to care for one another… and yet, every week, a different 
person from this congregation reaches out to me and says they won’t be back. The reasons are many—
pandemic fears, exploring a new path, everything has changed on them, the church is lacking what it once was 
or what they hoped it would be, they are exhausted, they have work, they are investing in another place, they 
needed a change, they feel out of the loop… The temptation to isolation and withdrawal is strong. 
 
Also every week, another person/family is back. A newcomer walks through the door and says we’re exactly who 
they’re looking for. It’s a time of transitions so intense that I can barely keep up. I’m trying to imagine who will 
be serving next on the Council, who will serve faithfully in a time when everything is different and still in motion 
and when significant, grounded, faithful leadership will be needed. 
 
I don’t know this congregation’s future—whether we have 39 years to embrace and participate in God’s vision 
or far less or far more—but I do know that we have been here before. I do know that in the past, people left be-
cause things changed and they didn’t like or recognize their church any more. People left because they didn't 
like the pastor or didn’t like how someone else in the congregation treated them or felt like they had to give too 
much… when people are looking for a way out, they can find one. 
 
We have experienced many losses (personally, communally) before and during the pandemic. 
This month, we will remember the saints who have gone before us. This is a hard and beautiful labor of love. In 
the past few years, we have lost the matriarchs and patriarchs from each of the major cultures present in our 
church—Xe Cao, John Opara, Tsereha Tafere, Lieng Chao Tann, Don and Shirley Brekke, Carolyn Knutson, Ken 
Nosbusch, Ray Miller, Marge Pedersen… and these are just a few of the names we’ll read, acknowledging out 
loud our personal and communal losses. We do not grieve without hope, and grief is often painful. 
Also in this month, we’ll continue with the deep work our Saint Paul Area Synod is asking us to do in the 225-day
-journey: Remember the Children. In addition to our weekly acknowledgment in worship, this month there are 
several events offered through the larger church to increase our understanding and depth of commitment to 
repenting for harm in the past and creating a better present and future.  
 
I know that in spite of these deep and sad losses and the difficult work of acknowledging so much pain and harm 
 in the past, the church has continued to move in love, change and become new—living out mission and vision. 
We live in challenging times yet the Spirit continues to call… are we noticing? 
(cont’d page 3) 
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Sunday Worship Themes  

November 7 – All Saints Sunday, The Greatest Gift 
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who 
pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who 
in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object 
of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food 
with Elijah, does something of great importance. 
1 Kings 17: 8-16 and Mark 12: 38-44 
 
 
November 14 – A Community of Love 
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s 
coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the final resurrection and 
the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in 
us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no 
way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, 
trusting the one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day 
approaching, the more important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love. 
Hebrews 10: 11-25 and Mark 13: 1-8 
 
 
November 21 – Reign of Christ/Commitment Sunday, Create with the King of Love 
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true 
king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he 
would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. 
Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority 
comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth 
voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day Christ reigns, knowing this victory will 
be the nonviolent victory of love. 
Revelation 1: 4b-8 and John 18: 33-37 
 
 
November 28 –  Advent One, Draw Near to Wonder 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, 
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these 
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ 
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we 
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the 
advent of Christ in word and supper. 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36 
 

Gifts of Love 
On Reformation Sunday (October 31st), Christ called to us to love God and love one another, a call that keeps us always 
reforming and transforming. This month, we’ll continue reflecting on giving from the heart as we notice the extravagant 
generosity of those who have lost loved ones and Christ who makes a way out of no way, offering a nonviolent reign of love. 
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Gifts of Love & Vision (cont’d from page 1) 

Notes from Natalia 

Greetings all! 
It has been an interesting and joyful start to the fall season for many of our musicians. Our first dive into 
bell ringing has been a serendipitous outcome of the current health situation. Since this newsletter 
publication is slated for November and most everyone receives this beforehand, many of you will find our 
October 31 Reformation Sunday service to be joyful and enlightening! 
 
As I am writing this, I recall the staff meeting held today where Pastor Joy mentioned that we have been in 
the pandemic for 20 months. In that span of time, you could birth a child, teach them to walk, talk, eat, express themselves 
and be on your way to training them out of diapers.  I know some little ones who have only experienced this new normal, but 
we are anything but normal these days. For me, (and many others with whom I’ve spoken) we are experiencing grief for many 
reasons, everyone bringing their own specific grief to the table. It is because of this I have been mulling over ways to express 
our grief publicly where we can support one another. As a person who tries to find creativity in all environments, I would like 
to offer to both our COCH community and the community at large a way to express this. It could be through poetry, personal 
experience, music, art, all creative mediums to culminate in a combined gallery showing and gathering in the worship and/or 
gathering spaces. If you are feeling the need to grieve as a community and would like to offer suggestions or directly 
participate, please email me ay musicians@christoncapitolhill.com or call me at 651-278-3046. 
 
Warmly, 
Natalia Peterson 
Music Director 

I am noticing how half of our Council is composed of people who have joined this congregation in the past seven  
years. How amazing is that? People not only join this congregation, expecting to be served, but they step into service. 
 
One of the hardest things about Hybrid Church (worship offered both in person and online) is that neither group has a full view 
of who else is present. It’s almost like we’ve expanded to two services and we’re noticing the growing pains. I’ve been asked to 
share numbers of attendees from week to week, but what I think would be even more meaningful is if those who are watching 
remotely would reach out to several people (either those leading or those you see present) each Sunday to say—I saw you, I 
give thanks for you, I was with you. Think of it as your time in the Gathering space, when you extend yourself to say “Hello, 
how are you doing?” to others… would you do that for us, in this time when those in person are risking so much and needing 
that glimpse of you? 
 
In the song, Waiting for Lighting by Steven Curtis Chapman, the songwriter shares: 

But the sign and the word  
Have already been given, 
And now it’s by faith 
We must look and we must listen 

 
This month, you’ll receive an invitation to share your plans for giving in 2022—a year that will be called Create. “Look,” God 
invites, “I am about to do a new thing. Can you perceive it?” Let’s look and listen together through the milestones, through the 
highs and lows of this month, and pray that as Christ whispers our name and calls us to community, we will hear and respond. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Joy 

mailto:musicians@christoncapitolhill.com
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Catching Up with Carrie Stiles 

Hello! 
Thank you for your warm welcome to Christ Lutheran this past month! Even in the midst of Zoom meetings 
and a portion of the congregation worshipping virtually, it has been wonderful to meet so many of you and 
begin to hear your stories. I look forward to hearing more over the next almost two years and about how 
this congregation and each of you personally have grown roots in this “Tree of Life in the City”.  
 
At the All-Teams meeting in October, I shared a word that spoke to how we are called to reach our roots 
deep into the presence of God.  

 
“I hope your roots would go down deep and bear good fruit in this beautiful tragedy of a world, fruit like love and joy, 

peace and patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and maybe even self-control. Maybe.”  Sarah Bessy 
 

For the last 20 months, we have had to rely on those deep root systems to sustain us. We have also discovered places where 
we thought we were in great shape, but really it has turned out to be shallow, or sandy, or the stakes that were helping prop us 
up just disappeared. However, it doesn’t mean God has up and left, actually even when we feel buffeted in the storm, God is 
still there. And it doesn’t change the call to continue to reach the limbs of Christ out into the city, or our personal branches to 
those in our lives. New fruits will arise. As Christians that promise is at the root.  
 
So for today, how will you sustain your own tree? Will you sit with your coffee or tea in silence? Will you take a walk? Will you 
sing a song? Will you pray with scripture? And how will you help lift up the branches of another tree? Will you call a neighbor 
you haven’t heard from in a while? Will you write down the name of someone to pray for on a post-it and put it where you will 
see it all week? Will you pray for your church and your city? Will you swallow your own opinion and love the hard-to-love in 
your circle? 
 
Reach your branches high and breathe. You are not alone. 
 

Sunday, November 14th - 7pm 
A Virtual Fundraiser for Shobi's Table 

 
You are invited to help raise funds for Shobi’s Table pay-as-you-can cafe!* Come to a 
virtual event for some livestream entertainment and gathering of funds to ensure 
that the ministry of Shobi's Table heads into the new year with gusto! This year 
we're excited to share with you cooking videos from the Shobi's Table kitchen crew, 
and to reach new fundraising goals with the expanding Shobi's community.  An 
anonymous donor has offered to match up to $15,000, so we’re excited to announce 
our goal of $30,000 total! Every dollar you give will help ensure the ministry of 
making delicious, nutritious from-scratch meals available to everyone who comes to 
the big blue food truck.  

 
 

Info on how to watch on Nov 14th and to give anytime is available on our website - shobistable.org.  

From Scratch 2021 

https://shobistable.org/
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Upcoming Events at Christ 

November 
 
Souls Take Refuge & Remember: Duets by Dean Magraw and Davu Seru Friday, November 12, 7 pm 
Christ on Capitol Hill will be hosting Dean Magraw and Davu Seru in a concert of guitar and percussion duets. Dean and Davu 
had performed together at the Black Dog Coffee and Wine Bar the first Tuesday of every month but needed to break when 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit. This summer they were invited to play outdoors in Sandstone, MN at the homestead and ranch 
of Holace Nelson, a devoted attendee of their 10-year residence at Black Dog The sanctity of the woods at Nelson’s home 
prompted them to find other sacred spaces in which to perform. 
Admission: No one will be turned away however the musicians suggest that you pay what you can.   
 

Book Group 
November book group: We will be discussing the book How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi. The discussion is open to 
anyone interested, even if you haven’t read the book, so it’s a great time to give the group a try! We’ll be meeting on 
November 13th at 9:30am in the church gathering space. 
 

Chain Reaction Theater 
Chain Reaction Theatre Project Presents the play WHITE PRIVILEGE, at Christ on Capitol Hill on November 6th, 7 pm. Written 
by Malaina Moore and directed by Justin Cervantes, WHITE PRIVILEGE,  tells illuminating, raw, true stories about the 
consequences of white privilege on the Black experience in America. Performed in a series of vignettes by both Black and 
white actors, WHITE PRIVILEGE explores a wide range of issues surrounding race, including micro-aggressions, cultural 
appropriation, the education system and police brutality.  
 Tickets 
$20 tickets can be purchased at chainreactiontp.simpletix.com. Pay-What-You-Can tickets available at the door by cash, 
check or credit card. All seating is general admission. Pre-purchase strongly recommended. Age Recommendation: 
Recommended for ages 13+ due to strong subject matter and some profanity. 
 

Poinsettias! 
If you would like to order poinsettias this year,  
we have 8” reds with decorative organza and gold crystal pattern covered pots.  
Contact Jean at office@christoncapitolhill.com or call the church office 651-222-3619 
 

December 
 
Coming up in Advent/Christmas 
December 5 – Draw Near to Truth 
December 12 – Draw Near to Justice 
December 19 - Draw Near to One Another 
Christmas Eve, December 24 – Love Drawn Here 
Christmas Day, December 25 – O Come, Let Us Adore Lessons & Carols for Christmas 
December 26 - Draw Near to Love 

CLC Women’s Cookie Sale Plus 
December 12th in the Gathering Space after worship 

CLC Women’s Eagle’s Nest Befriending  
November 28th to December 19th  

 
Pick up ornaments on Novemb28th and bring gifts back on or 
before December 19th.  
 
We’ll give gifts for girls and boys ranging from toddlers to 
teens, and $10 Target gift cards for their mothers.  
Please bring gifts unwrapped. Donations of gift bags, scarves, 
mittens, hats, socks and personal care items are also 
welcome.  
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Events in the Community 

Full Circle Theatre Presents: The Empathy Project 
Full Circle Theatre has been using our Fellowship Hall for rehearsals of this powerful play. 
 
ABOUT THE EMPATHY PROJECT 
 
 A new play exploring empathy across geographic, political, and racial divides based on interviews of rural and urban 
Minnesotans—people like your neighbors, your friends, or even yourself. This play investigates the power and limits of 
empathy in a deeply fractured world. 
The play runs from November 12-21.  

Learn more here: https://www.fullcircletheatermn.org/  

Planting Hope Campaign 
of the Saint Paul Area Synod 
 
About the Campaign 
The Planting Hope campaign expresses our confidence that God is at work in the 110 congregations 
and mission starts of the synod and God is at work in the East Metro of the Twin Cities, the territory 
served by the Saint Paul Area Synod. This three-year campaign offers an opportunity to contribute to 
the collective involvement of 120,000 Lutherans of this synod in four activity areas. 
  
They include: 
> Invite neighbors into life in Christ; 
> Renew the congregations of the synod; 
> Raise up the next generations of leaders; 
> Invest in a transformative project on the East Side of St. Paul with other community partners. 
 
Are you interested in serving as the congregational campaign leader for the Planting Hope Campaign within our 
congregation? Each congregation will be asked to highlight the Planting Hope Campaign for 6 weeks in spring 2022. Please let 
Council President Erik Wohlrabe or Pastor Joy know if you are interested in serving in this way. 

2021 BKB Fall Festival—“Inatosha. It is enough”  
Saturday, November 13, 2021 - 09:00am to 11:15am 
Christus Victor Lutheran Church 
“Inatosha. It is enough” can mean abundance, satisfaction or, paradoxically, too much to bear, depending upon the 
circumstance. [Read Rev. Peter Harrits' reflection on Inatosha from a recent Companion Synod Update.] This year, we’ll be 
exploring “enoughness” at the Bega Kwa Bega Fall Festival. Gathered together, we’ll hear reflections from Tanzanians and 
Americans, join our voices in prayer, and celebrate this companionship that means so much to so many. Plan to join us online 
or in person! 
  
Attend In-Person: 

In-person participants must register so we may monitor numbers, prepare the space adequately and communicate changes, 
should the need arise. We will follow the safe gathering protocols of our host: Masks are required indoors, physical distancing 
is encouraged and no food/drink will be served. 
Register at https://spas-elca.org/event/2021-bkb-fall-festival/ 
 
Or Join Us Online: 

This event will also be livestreamed on Christus Victor’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ChristusVictorChurch/). No 
registration is necessary for watching this event online. 

https://www.fullcircletheatermn.org/
https://spas-elca.org/planting-hope/
http://maps.google.com/?q=Christus%20Victor%20Lutheran%20Church
https://spas-elca.org/inatosha-it-is-enough/
https://spas-elca.org/event/2021-bkb-fall-festival/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristusVictorChurch/
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Community Events cont’d 

REMEMBER THE CHILDREN 
Two learning events in November 2021 
 
American Indian 101 with Vance Blackfox 
November 11 - 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
 
Presenter Vance Blackfox, Cherokee educator and Lutheran theologian, will provide an in-depth history lesson of the harms of 
these boarding schools, the role of the church in these schools and what steps we might take toward healing. 
 
Background: 
From the moment the first ship reached the shores of the Americas, the Church has been a force of colonization, causing pain 
and suffering for Indigenous peoples. One particular colonial endeavor that caused lasting trauma, from which Indigenous 
communities are still recovering, is Indian Boarding Schools. With the motto “Kill the Indian, and save the man,” (Capt. Richard 
H. Pratt, 1892) these schools were the federal government’s chosen method of forced assimilation. Most of these schools 
were run by the Church.  
  
In 2016 the ELCA repudiated the doctrine of discovery, calling for the worshipping communities, synods and the denomination 
as whole “…to acknowledge and repent from this church’s complicity in the evils of colonialism in the 
Americas…”(CA16.02.04). As part of this work, the Saint Paul Area Synod's Advocates for Racial Equity work group, in 
partnership with the Minneapolis Area Synod, is offering an American Indian 101 presentation and discussion.  
  
 
N O V E M B E R  1 6 - 1 7 ,  2 0 2 1 :  V I N E  D E L O R I A  J R .  T H E O L O G I C A L  S Y M P O S I U M  
The 13th Annual Vine Deloria Jr. Theological Symposium will be held virtually November 16 and 17. The symposium educates 
seminarians and church leaders about the work of Vine Deloria Jr. and about Indigenous culture, movements, and activism. 
This year, symposium content will focus on Indian boarding schools and their intersection with Christian and theological 
education. 
More information about the schedule of events and presenters is available here. 
The event registration is now open! 

Sign Ups & Links 
 
All Saints Remembrances —Sign up on the All Saints document at this link: https://tinyurl.com/s94848wd or use the sign up 
sheet in the Gathering Space.  
 
Prayer Requests Google Doc 
Share your prayers with the community. Click the link (or type it in your browser) to go to the Google Doc and type in your 
prayer requests. We will read from this list of prayers in worship & share in the Tuesday emails:  https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk  
 
Sunday Volunteers  -  SignUpGenius 
Now that we’re back in person doing hybrid worship, we need you to help in the liturgy - “the work of the people”  Would 
you enjoy reading scripture, being on the tech or usher teams, learning how to set up Communion? There are both “behind 
the scenes” & in front roles for all kinds of people.  Use the link below to go to Signupgenius. Don’t have internet or an email 
account? Call the office @651-222-3619 and Jean can sign you up:  https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3 
Donate on our website: https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93  
 
AmazonSmile - An opportunity to donate, at no cost to you!                        
Already an Amazon customer? We are signed up with Amazon’s non-profit donation site, AmazonSmile. If you want Amazon 
to donate to Christ, just start each shopping session at this URL  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0705841 and Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the church. 
 
Join Zoom Worship from your computer: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd=YWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09 
Meeting ID: 883 8112 1927 
Passcode: 364027 

https://www.lstc.edu/news-events/events/vine-deloria-jr
https://www.lstc.edu/news-events/events/vine-deloria-jr-registration
https://tinyurl.com/s94848wd
https://tinyurl.com/3skbbtsk
https://tinyurl.com/ft2yxn3
https://tinyurl.com/2cuthb93
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0705841
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381121927?pwd%3DYWE0N3JxZ3Zac21wMkwzcWNuSEx0dz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1635606777671205&usg=AOvVaw0Dm5Ao3SD1YMs-lHMu7myC
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105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com 
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown! 

Contact  Information 
 
 

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles , Pastoral Intern                         intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Office & Building Mgr.      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President                 erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                                 651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                    651.222.3619 
 
 

  
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays at 9:30 am 
by Zoom     

 
 

 
Check the events calendar! 
christoncapitolhill.com 

  

Communication Deadlines: 

If you wish to have an article published  in the next 
Newsletter, please send it to Jean at 
office@christoncapitolhill.com  on or before  the 
15th of the month.  
If you wish to have something published in the 
weekly  bulletin or placed on the Kiosk or website, 
please send it to Jean by noon on Monday for the 
following Sunday. 

Follow Christ on Capitol Hill on Facebook! 

A Tree of Life in the City 

OCTOBER COUNCIL NOTES 
 

Pre-Council meeting, we held an All Teams meeting via 
Zoom. Erik introduced Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles and she 
opened our time together with devotion. Erik shared three 
primary topics of: 

The Welcome Table Campaign successes and time to 
make final gifts 

Becoming a Hybrid Church – a book Council is reading 
and Council members shared reflections on how 
we are implementing this in our ministry at Christ 

Pastor Joy’s Sabbatical in the summer of 2022 with the 
theme of “Create”. 

Break-out rooms gave small groups time to reflect on 
questions around these three topics, coming back to share 
with one another. 
The Council Meeting began with a presentation by Dave 
Krahn on Building Renewal Projects and potential grants. 
Council will explore options for the long-term needs of our 
building in collaboration with the Property Team. 
Treasurer’s Report for September – Revenue totaled 
$18,187 with general budget expenses $28,803. This 
included street assessments and one bill paid for two 
months. Offering income continues to be strong and 
expenses are in line. 
Lilly Grant Funding – this will be managed separately from 
our budgeted funds, following recommendations from an 
accountant.  
Personnel Team Recommendation – Council approved the 
team’s recommendation to hire a Communications and 
Office Administrator 10 hours/week. Jean will expand into 
the kitchen management role, bringing in additional 
activity and income.  
The next Council meeting will be Monday, November 8, 
2021 via Zoom. 
 
Written by Joy McElroy, adapted from Council Minutes. 

November Birthdays 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   


