
   

 

Christ Herald October 2021 

This October… Show Up to Celebrate, Complete, 
Remember, Welcome, Show Up 
 
Thank you to all who have been showing up in many and various 
ways. We need each other in this unusual time. We hoped that by 
now, we would be 100% done with this pandemic and now we are 
living with uncertainty… again/still. If you are struggling, we want to 
hear about it so we can pray together with you. You are not alone. If 
you are in transition and re-thinking priorities, you are not alone. If 
you are tired of things being in constant change due to a pandemic 
and many other factors, you are not alone. 
 
On Monday, October 11, you’re invited by the Christ Council to an All 
Teams & Groups Gathering Night (Zoom). We’ll gather by Zoom to 
share some resources, plans & listen to your hopes as we move through 
this “still pandemic” season. Can’t stand Zoom? Pick a friend who is 
comfortable with Zoom, go to their house & join together from there. 
P.S. If you used to be a group that hasn’t met in a long, long time or if 
you’ve never been in a group… you’re still invited. This is like our old “Committee Night”—and even more inclusive. 
If you have felt out of the loop, if you have questions, if you have even a little interest in the events & projects that 
are coming in the future, join in! 
 
Celebrate 
This month, we give thanks that we are the recipients of a very generous Clergy Renewal grant for the purpose of 
funding a Sabbatical in summer 2022 for Pastor Joy and providing solid support for the congregation when she is 
away next summer. Many more details will be coming but for now, we rejoice in this unexpected and abundant 
gift. 
 
Complete the Welcome Table Capital Campaign 
This month, you will receive a letter sharing with you the incredible things we have done together with gifts given 
through the Welcome Table Capital Campaign. We have nearly met our $300,000 goal over these past three years 
and now is the time to bring it to completion! You will receive a letter in the mail giving thanks for all that has been 
given to build the kitchen ministry that has hosted Shobi’s Table (now serving 3+ meals every week!) throughout 
the pandemic and encourage us to meet/exceed our goal as we plan for future projects. 
 
Remember the Children   
The American Indian Alaskan Native Lutheran Association (AIANLA) within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) has issued a letter on behalf of the Indigenous people throughout North America. Bishop Patricia 
Lull invites each of us to read this letter with care.  
As a synod, we will dedicate the 225 days from October 1, 2021, to the end of the Synod Assembly on May 14, 
2022, as a period of remembrance, repentance, and resolve to live in equitable partnership with neighbors of 
Native identity. For the Bishop’s letter, the original letter from the AIANLA and more information about coming 
events, visit christoncapitolhill.com/remembering-the-children/ 
 
Welcome Pastoral Intern 
We are so excited that we have the opportunity to host a pastoral intern again this year—and in fact, Pastoral 
Intern Carrie Stiles will be with us part-time for nearly two years—from September 27, 2021 through May 2023. 
Please see her greeting inside. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Pastor Joy 
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Sunday Worship Themes  

October 3 – Where Children Are Blessed 
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story 
we find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human 
legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples 
who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to 
receive the kingdom of God as a child does? Psalm 8 and Mark 10: 2-16 
 
 
October 10 – Where the Last Are First 
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a 
good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on 
him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to 
life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the 
message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message 
with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. Psalm 90: 12-17 
and Mark 10: 17-31 
 
October 17 – Where the Least Are the Greatest 
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, 
leading to Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on importance and power. 
Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct 
challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others 
is what makes you great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an 
end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross, a sign of 
great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and service. Psalm 91: 9-16 
and Mark 10: 35-45 
 

October 24 –  Were the Blind Can See 
Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by 
addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that 
Jesus is the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust 
powers that be? Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for 
help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to 
Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?” Psalm 126 and  
Mark 10: 46-52 
 
October 31 – The Greatest Commandment 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed 
in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the 
good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Jesus states the core of God’s law: love God with all you are and 
have, and love your neighbor as yourself. All our worship, all our community service, 
all our social action, all our family caregiving is empty if it is done without love. 
Psalm 46 and Mark 12 28-34 

The Upside-Down Reign of God 
The values of God’s way turn a broken world right side up again. Each of these stories from Mark 10 reveal a different way that 
God inverts the dominant culture and invites us to live a life “upside down.” Shocking reversals lead to true discipleship. 
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Upcoming Events 

Meet Our New Intern 

Hello, my name is Carrie Stiles. I live in Lindstrom, Minnesota. We live on my family farm and have re-
done the 128 year old family farmhouse. My kids are sixth generation on the farm. We have horses, 
chickens, dogs, and bees. The bees are my hobby and I continue to learn every season! Gardening, bees, 
and a variety of outdoor activities with my family are my happy places. My favorite place to vacation is 
BWCA! 
 
I first attended Luther Seminary in the 90’s for my masters in Children, Youth and Family Ministry. I have 
worked in CYF for 28 years in a variety of congregations. It was a great way to work in ministry while 
raising (and homeschooling) three kids. I met my husband at Luther and he is an ELCA pastor. Our kids are 
Caleb-23, Annica-20, and Tobie-17. Last year I finished my Spiritual Direction Certification at Christos Center of Spiritual 
Formation and loved the learning. After working in the church for my adult life and with our empty nest looming, God led me to 
look at the MDivX program at Luther Seminary. I am excited to serve and learn as your pastoral intern at Christ on Capitol Hill 
while taking classes at Luther Seminary. 

October 1 Remember the Children Begins 

October  3 Marathon Sunday 

October 9 Books & Brunch 

October 11 All Teams & Groups 

October 21 CLC Women’s Meeting 

October 24 Confirmation Deep Dive 

October 31 Reformation Sunday 

Ordinations 
Eric Miller—October 24, 7pm, ELC, LaCrosse, WI  

Send cards to: 
Pastor Eric Miller 
℅ English Lutheran Church 
1509 King Street 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, 54601  

 

Anne Wickland—October 30, 2 pm, Bethel, Madison, WI 
Send cards to: 
Pastor Anne Wickland 
9618 Watts Road, Apt 301 
Verona, WI 53593 
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105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com 
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown! 

Contact  Information 
 
 

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Office & Building Mgr.      office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President                erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                                 651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                    651.222.3619 
 
 

  
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays at 9:30 am 
by Zoom     

 
 

 
Check the events calendar! 
christoncapitolhill.com 

  

Communication Deadlines: 

If you wish to have an article published  in the next 
Newsletter, please send it to Jean at 
office@christoncapitolhill.com  on or before  the 
15th of the month.  
If you wish to have something published in the 
weekly  bulletin or placed on the Kiosk or website, 
please send it to Jean by noon on Monday for the 
following Sunday. 

Follow Christ on Capitol Hill on Facebook! 

A Tree of Life in the City 

Join Zoom Worship from your computer: 
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/304275262 

Meeting ID: 304 275 262 
 

One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,304275262# US 

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL NOTES 
 

September Council Report 
The Church Council met September 13, 2021 via Zoom and the 
following recaps that meeting. The Council meets next on 
October 11, 2021, following an All Teams meeting. 
Lilly Grant – Grant was received to fund a 2022 pastor’s 
sabbatical and congregational renewal activities.  
New Intern – We have an opportunity through Luther Seminary 
for an intern to start September 27, 2021 part-time for 2 years. 
This will require $5,000-6,000 in our 2022 budget. 
Livestream update – The three new cameras will begin to be used 
this month. Digital soundboard installation will happen at a later 
date. 
The Welcome Table Campaign – 3-year campaign ends October 
31st and we are $16,000 away from our $300,000 goal. We hope 
to meet our goal, thank the congregation and celebrate together. 
Asset gifts can be received through year end, and there will also 
be MIF loan repayment for seven years. 
Remember the Children 255 Days of Remembrance – a synod 
initiative begins October 1st to remember American Indian 
children sent away to boarding schools and dying there without 
being returned to their families. Resources will be provided for 
worship, learning, and repentance. 
Security Topics – new security system is running well with the 
intercom and key fobs for entry. Use of the Peace Garden has 
quieted down as well. 
 
For a full copy of the meeting minutes contact Jean at the office. 
 
Written by Joy McElroy, adapted from Council Minutes. 

Sunday Volunteers -  SignUpGenius! 
Want to volunteer on Sundays?  Call the office and Jean can sign you up—or— click 
on this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084BA4AA29A7FF2-sunday  to 
sign up online!  

See the eBlast for more details. 

October Birthdays 
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