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“The church has left the building!”

When we said this prior to this time of global pandemic, we meant
that people were not only gathering for worship but out serving in
our neighborhood and in their neighborhoods.

The church has left the building!

During a global pandemic, it meant our church doors were locked.
We worshiped from our homes. We tried to make connections
between us the best we could... In parking lots and yards, through
computers, letters and phones.

Now, what does it mean?

Well, in this in-between time, through one stage of pandemic but
not yet through what seems to be another wave, it means that
some of us are not coming back.

Some of us have moved or died or are simply not planning to enter the church building in the foreseeable future
because of worries about being in an inside space.

Some have rearranged their lives during this past year and a half in such a way that congregational life is simply
not a part of their life anymore.

They still believe in God, they still pray... But they do not plan to worship at Christ.

When some part of us has left, what does it mean for those of us who are still gathering but who feel diminished?
How do we who are gathering feel about "us" in light of those who are gone?

There are lots of possible responses. Here are a few we can try this September.

1 - Are you missing someone at worship?

Call or write a note of care. This is not a note to inspire guilt. This is a note to say, "l would love to see you. Any
way we could connect so | could hear about what's happening in your life?"

2 - Do you wish we had more people in the sanctuary on Sunday?

Think about your circles. Who needs an invitation to try out this community of Jesus' love and grace? Invite them
to come with you.

3 - If you are not able to come in person (we know there are lots of understandable reasons why), consider joining
in the Zoom or Livestream & alert us to your presence. It's a reminder to those in the room, we are surrounded by
a great cloud of witnesses. Don't forget that whether you are present in the room or on Zoom, we see you, we
hear you, you matter.

4 - Are you too lonely, too depressed, too tired to come?

You are not alone. We are all companions in this lonely, hard, challenging time and when we accompany each
other (in person and in a whole variety of ways), we get to experience Emmanuel, God-with-us (and it's not even
Advent yet).

Our friend Joe Davis has a poem/song that asks us to Show Up!*

As you are able, as you choose, as you wish, | invite you to creatively think about how you can show up to be the
part of Christ's body that only you can be. During times as complex as these, we need each other--the only hands
of Christ that some will ever see--more than ever.

Blessings,
Pastor Joy

*You can find this poem/song at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXC4EKKDOko OR just do a Google search
with this words: joe davis show up
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Sunday Worship Themes for September

Season of Creation

As summer comes to an end & fall begins, we look outside for inspiration — to the

shape of the land, flora & fauna, and to all who labor with physical ease & physical
@ challenges. We give thanks for as long as we live.

September 5 — All Abilities Honored — Labor Day weekend

God is in transformation mode as those living with disabilities are freed from
oppression, and the Psalmist sings, “I will praise the Lord as long as | live.” Everyone
who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir.

Isaiah 25: 4-7a, Psalm 146, Mark 7: 31-37

“God's work. Our hands.” Sunddy September 12 — God’s Work, Our Hands
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Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God's
love.
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Psalm 19 and Mark 8: 34-37

September 19 — Water Where We Live

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve.
Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are
called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in
daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.

Psalm 1 and Mark 9: 30-37

September 26 — Salt, Prayer & Peace with Justice

Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control.
The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in
ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

James 5: 13-20 and Mark 9: 38-50

SAVE THE DATES

September 3-5—Family Camp

September 12 - God’s Work, Our Hands

Sept 19 - Deep Dive, Water Where We Live Event in Peace Garden

Sept 26 - AYTI Presentation by Dinkenesh Coltvet & Zoe Rahberg (Augsburg Youth Theology Institute - presenting their
projects from 2020 & 2021)



. ] |
AVAVAVA

m s
=T BHA |

September 12, 2021, is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, September 12, 2021. This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus
Christ — every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God'’s
grace.

At Christ on Capitol Hill, you can join in serving outside (trash pick up in our neighborhood with safety precautions in place) or
inside (assembling fleece tie blankets for children living in disaster impacted communities that are served by Camp Noah).
Come one and all to join in this church wide day of serving together!

Greetings everyone!
Some 20 or so years ago | took the StrengthsFinder® test where | found out that my number one strength
is Adaptability. The past year and a half my adaptability has been challenged along with everyone else’s
and, at least for me, | could really use a break from being adaptable. As Pastor Joy and | spent time
discussing what we need to do to adopt new worship and fellowship plans | was reminded by her, as well
as others, that we need to give ourselves grace; to support our church and each other in ways which are
life-giving and joyful; and, to do so without a sense of duty, shame or anxiety. Speaking with many of the peopie who provide
music during our worship | have found that most everyone is interested in dabbling in new music worship styles! Although
choral singing is still uncomfortable for most of our musicians, other avenues have been discussed and | look forward to
changing things up a bit and make a joyful noise. Thanks to all of you for being so appreciative, enthusiastic, and
complimentary of my music ministry. You have made me feel supported and loved during this uncertain time. Stay tuned
yall...



Thank You So Much!

Thank you to all who supported the Annual Outdoor
worship & picnic and National Night Out in early August.
There are some wonderful photos up on the Christ
website and Facebook page of those fun events.

Thank you to all who have been tending our Peace Garden
with love during some very challenging summer months.

Thank you to those who helped make the celebration in
honor of Pastor Joy's 20th Anniversary of Ordained
Ministry so special. Beautiful music, beautiful salads,
beautiful day—and thank you so much for the cards and
generous gifts!

We look forward to joining together for a day of service
together with the whole ELCA on Sunday, September 12th,
God's Work, Our Hands Sunday.
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Join Zoom Worship from your computer:
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/304275262
Meeting ID: 304 275 262

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,304275262# US

September Birthdays

Kathy Harris

Dave Krahn

Eric Magee

John Olson

Aiden Cavanaugh
Coreen Miller
Yohannes Gabir
Nathan Moffitt

Pat Carlson

Ralph Baumgartner
Micah Zielske

Rachael Zielske
Madelyn Thomsen

Joy McDonald Coltvet
Ingrid Wangaard-Tjornehoj
Alex Balasis

Meipong Himmtann
Angela Blum-Craig

If you wish to have an article published in the next
Newsletter, please send it to Jean at
office@christoncapitolhill.com on or before the
15th of the month.

September 03
September 05
September 06
September 06
September 09
September 09
September | |
September | |
September 15
September 16
September 16
September 16
September 20
September 22
September 25
September 26
September 27
September 28

If you wish to have something published in the

weekly bulletin or placed on the Kiosk or website,
please send it to Jean by noon on Monday for the

following Sunday.

Sunday Volunteers - SignUpGenius!

Want to volunteer on Sundays? Call the office and Jean can sign you up—or— click
on this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084BA4AA29A7FF2-sunday to

sign up online!
See the eBlast for more details.

Contact Information

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet

Jean Christoffel, Office & Building Mgr.
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President
Natalia Peterson, Music Director

Paul Swenson, Organist

Custodian, Equinox

651.222.3619
651.222.3619

pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com
office@christoncapitolhill.com
erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com
musicians@christoncapitolhill.com

ATree of Life in the City

Worship Schedule

Check the events calendar!

Sundays at 9:30 am
by Zoom

christoncapitolhill.com

105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown!

| Follow Christ on Capitol Hill on Facebook!



https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/304275262
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084BA4AA29A7FF2-sunday

