Christ Herald December 2020

Almost but not yet

This is a month that we have been anticipating... and not always with
joy and hope. Some of us have already celebrated Christmas, back
when the weather was nice enough to meet with extended relatives
outside. Others of us... didn’t even think of that. We wonder, how will
this month go? What is Christmas without our normal traditions? It is
nearly Christmas, but we’re even less able to gather together than we
were this past summer and fall. But here’s my hope. We'll struggle
through the doubts and questions that we bring to this month...
together. Through God’s goodness in every time and place, even in
the unusual ways we’ll share love & light this Christmas, we’ll taste
God’s gifts of curiosity and creativity, persistence and wonder. We’'ll
have moments of peace. We'll be surprised by joy.

In this month’s worship, we’ll explore the theme Where We Belong. Tuhina Verma Rasche writes:
As Christ came to dwell among us, we too seek a place to dwell.
Everyone may have different definitions of home and the places where we belong. Some people may find
home not in physical spaces, but instead in belonging to a community that accepts us for the entirety of
who God created us to be. Advent and Christmas are a sort of homecoming. God found a new home among
us in the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. God will find this home again as Christ returns. The dwelling places
where we find Christ today can be in our homes. Sometimes those dwelling places can take us by surprise;
sometimes those dwelling places can also be where we experience the most comfort and joy, where we
truly belong in creation.

Our way is not God’s way. Especially when it comes to the timing of events. God’s timing to us may not
seem nice, measured or orderly at all. Sometimes God seems to break into our lives at the most
inconvenient times in our everyday lives... God’s time collides with our time. How do we know God’s times is
at work? Because God’s timing has been at work through all of history.

God was with God'’s people in times of suffering and lament. God was also present in their celebration and
homecoming. The history of God being with God’s people is repeated in the most incredible way: God in
Jesus dwelling with us.

Along the way of this month, we’ll have creative opportunities to connect, learn and grow. If you have been
hesitating to try Zoom (“because in person is better” — we get it!), please let us help you get connected! Zoom for
work meetings and school is different than gathering to be Christ’s body together... you cannot get Covid-19 from
Zoom, you can join in from distant places, so please join in... those gathering would love to see you.

Watch for more details in weekly emails about all these events this month—mostly by Zoom:

Worship each Sunday with the theme: Where We Belong

Godly Play each Saturday & Four12 Youth each Sunday

Holden Evening Prayer— video available for weekly midweek worship all month at christoncapitolhill.com/blog
or at the Christ Facebook page

Eagle’s Nest Gathering of Gifts - (more details in weekly emails, collection of gifts on Dec 8, 15, 20) https://
Www.signupgenius.com/go/10COD48ADAS2EA1F8C52-eagles

Books & Brunch — Trailer Baby by Kathryn Sanoden Pearson (yes, that’s right... the Kathryn Pearson from
Christ!) — Dec 12 at 9:30 am

Second Saturday — Soup & Pie Social on Zoom: Stories of Gratitude, Stories of “Almost, Not Yet” — Dec 12, 6
pm

Advent Pilgrimage: Meditation in the Sanctuary by appointment (We hope on Dec 23)

Christmas Eve — 4:30 pm Zoom worship
followed by candlelight gathering, “Silent Night” in Peace Garden at approximately 5:45 pm

Christmas Day — 10:30 am Zoom worship

This month, many of you have contributed to the devotional resource that Vicar Anne has been putting together
with the theme of AImost but Not Yet. Thank you for contributing art, reflections, poems and more! Whether you
are here in Saint Paul or much farther away, we hope you’ll use this resource each day of Advent.

Blessings,
Pastor Joy


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48ADA82EA1F8C52-eagles
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D48ADA82EA1F8C52-eagles
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Sunday Worship Themes for December—Advent & Christmas: Where We Belong

As Christ came to dwell among us, we too seek a place to dwell.

December 6 — Where the Wild Things Are

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets
in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the
assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be
gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly
and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our
lives in a world in need of justice and peace. Isaiah 40: 1-11 & Mark 1:1-8

December 13 — Homecoming

Isaiah makes clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God'’s
children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed ouftfit as
it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in
worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 & Luke 1: 26-38

December 20 — Travelers to Bethlehem

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that
God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the
news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” With Mary today we hear
the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.”

2 Samuel 7:1-11 & Luke 1:46b-55

Christmas Eve — In Deepest Night, Welcome Christ

Christmas Day — Home in the Word

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child who will illumine the world and
bring endless peace and justice. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for
everyone. Filled with the light, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to
bring all things into being. Today we celebrate God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of
Jesus then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, we declare to the world that
we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let
us adore!

Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] & John 1:1-14

December 27 - Bringing Wholeness in Broken Places

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all humanity,
to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, recognizing what
God is doing in Jesus. We have seen God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held
Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the
healing of the world. Isaiah 61:10--62:3 & Luke 2:22-40

Volunteer/Gift Gifting Opportunities

We are beginning to use Sign Up Genius as a way to register for participation online.

Watch for information in the weekly emails for how to participate in this year’s Eagle’s Nest Gift Giving.

We also hope to offer an opportunity to come for an Advent Pilgrimage Christ Sanctuary later in Advent after the Governor’s
orders are lifted (hopefully). Also, you can sign up to share Advent/Christmas music this month! (carols/services/etc.)
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From Joy McElroy of Cherish All Children

Cherish All Children & Vicar Anne to host January Series “Called to Foster Change”

Dates: Wednesdays January 6, 13, 20, 27 from 7:00-8:00pm

Facilitators: Joy McElroy, Cherish All Children & Vicar Anne Wickland, Christ on Capitol Hill

Location: Christ on Capitol Hill Zoom

God calls for us to care for one another in many ways. We have been publicly and privately caring for others in times of
great need over this past year. One of the more hidden circumstances that needs our care and attention, is relating to
gender-based violence, and how we can come together to prevent this harm in our communities.

We hope you will join us in a study of the ELCA social message on Gender-based Violence.

The study begins with a reading of Tamar’s story in 2 Samuel 13, acknowledging “[Gender-based violence] is a sin that
Christians need to recognize, understand and confront, for our religious history bears its stain.” And recognizing that church
members may be survivors, perpetrators, and bystanders — we can respond to God’s call to engage in this work to create
safe and healthy communities, and to support the healing of survivors and all impacted.

Contact Joy or Vicar Anne with questions at joy.mcelroy@cherishallchildren.org or intern@christoncapitolhill.com .

\®
¥ Cherish

' ALL CHILDREN
In other Cherish All Children news — During this time when children and youth are online more than
ever, we are focused on equipping parents, caregivers, and young people with the tools and resources to stay safe online.
January 14, 2021, Cherish All Children will host “Timely Topics — Online Safety for Youth” via Zoom from 7:00-8:00pm. Save
the date — more info with a link to join will be coming!
Visit our website for education and resources at www.cherishallchildren.org .

Notes from Natalia

"
Greetings all, f} ;
Advent and Christmas are upon us and how we plan to celebrate the seasons seems to change daily with the ;6_\\?/

current health situation. | mentioned an Advent Pilgrimage in our November Newsletter. In lieu of the

Governor’s remarks of all of us limiting indoor gatherings through December 18 we will delay the in-person pilgrimage until
the week of Christmas, if it is deemed to be safe to do so. We will, however, be videotaping this and will present it both on
the church’s Facebook page and website. The works of visual artists Beverly Tipton Hammond and A Drew Hammond will be
on display as well as readings, candle lighting, and music.

As we ponder our Advent theme, Almost, But Not Yet we are finding creative ways to celebrate the Christmas season. The
staff and I are asking for submissions of video recorded music of solo vocalists/instrumentalists as well as family groups to
perform traditional Christmas carols. Please consider sharing your gifts of music with one another in this way! We ask that you
supply us with names of performer(s), whether the music will be sung or is instrumental (or both) and the specific Christmas
carol you will be performing. If you have extended family to include in this endeavor (in a socially distanced way) we would be
delighted to hear them with you. These recordings will be used sporadically on our Facebook page during the month of
December as well as our Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and the two subsequent Sunday services. To sign up, please go to this
Google Form: https://forms.gle/3)Zs3SBwzmvDDMhY6

May the grace of this season embrace you all,

Natalia Peterson
Music Director



https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Gender-Violence
mailto:joy.mcelroy@cherishallchildren.org
mailto:intern@christoncapitolhill.com
http://www.cherishallchildren.org
https://forms.gle/3JZs3SBwzmvDDMhY6

November Council Report

The Church Council met on Monday November 9th via Zoom.

Treasurer Henrik Weber shared the treasurer's report. We are
near the end of the transition of our financial systems to the
new cloud based version of QuickBooks. Henrik commended
our building manager and bookkeeper Jean Christoffel for her
work reconciling our records between the old and new
systems. Henrik and council president Erik Wohlrabe also
shared an update on the status of our Payroll Protection Plan
Loan forgiveness application. They have been working with our
loan officer at Western Bank to file the forgiveness application
before the end of 2020. The council anticipates our PPP loan
will be fully forgiven once our application is processed and
approved.

The 2021 budget was a major point of discussion, as Henrik led
us through the ways in which Covid-19 has impacted our
building partner revenue this year, and what we can project for
income in 2021, as we continue to experience the effects of the
Bandemic. Funding for building and technology upgrades will

e needed to adapt our space for worship as we continue to
deal with the effects of the pandemic in the years to come.

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet gave an update on the progress of
the Share Life stewardship campaign, highlighting our goal of
hiring a part-time youth & justice worker. The appeal brochures
and response cards have been mailed; responses will be used
in our budget projections at the December council meeting.

The Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) has
asked Pastor Joy and the council to draft a public letter for
comment on the plans to reopen the Bethesda hospital as a
homeless shelter beginning December 1st. Council member
Dave Nass motioned that Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet and
Council President Erik Wohlrabe, with input from the council,
prepare and present a letter to the CAAPB.

Pastor Joy also shared an update from our congregation's Covid
response team. We have received a request from the synod, as
well as the Minnesota Department of Health, to provide our
Covid plan. It has been proposed the sanctuary be open at
certain times during the holiday season as a meditative space.
The Covid Response Team believes this may be possible,
though several logistical challenges remain. The pastor also led
a discussion around other events which may happen during the
Advent and Christmas seasons.

'{thCounciI will next meet via Zoom on Monday, December
th.

Respectfully submitted by
Erik Wohlrabe, Council President

Adapted from Minutes by Janell Draper

Contact Information

December Birthdays

Diamond Wilson December 10
LiJun Kasten December 11
Deb Magee December 11
Calvin Heinz December 12
Kathryn Kolstad December 12
Tracy Seitz December 12
Soraya Harris December 15
Lee Ann Pomrenke December 16
Gabriel Napierala December 20
Simon Menase December 24
Edward Thompson December 25
Brant Thomsen December 25
Micah Putz-Yang December 27
Elizabeth Niola December 30
Leo Rhode December 30
Serena Coltvet December 31

If you wish to have an article published
in the next Newsletter, please send it
to Jean at office@christoncapitolhill.com
on or before the 15th of the month.
If you wish to have something published in the weekly
bulletin or placed on the Kiosk or website, please send it
to Jean by noon on Tuesday for the following Sunday.

Join Zoom Worship from your computer:
https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/304275262
Meeting ID: 304 275 262

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,304275262# US

ATree of Life in the City
Worship Schedule

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com Sundays at 9:30 am
Deacon Kari Olsen, Kitchen Coordinator kitchen@christoncapitolhill.com by Zoom

Vicar Anne Wickland intern@christoncapitolhill.com

Jean Christoffel Office & Building Mgr.  office@christoncapitolhill.com Godly Play on Saturdays
Erik Wohlrabe Council President erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com 11am

Natalia Peterson, Music Director musicians@christoncapitolhill.com

Paul Swenson, Organist 651.222.3619 :°1“2r t)zmvmh on Sundays
Custodian: Equinox 651.222.3619

105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com  Check the events calendar!
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown! christoncapitolhill.com

| Follow Christ on Capitol Hill on Facebook!



https://luthersem.zoom.us/j/304275262

