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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Sunday, March 19, Christ on Capitol Hill 

Congregational responses are in bold print. 
The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE                 Jazz Ensemble 
 

THEME –  Fourth Sunday in Lent - Who sinned? 
When it comes to faith, sometimes there are bad questions—questions that are formed 
by assumptions, questions that lead us to judgment or isolation. When Jesus and the 
disciples encounter a blind man along the way, the disciples immediately ask, “Teacher, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2). They ask a bad 
question. Their question assumes that illness and disability are the result of sin; it 
assumes that the man deserved to be born blind; it assumes that physical blindness is a 
form of failure. Unfortunately, the crowd continues to interrogate the man and dissect 
the miracle of what happens to him. The crowd also asks bad questions because their 
intent is to drive him out and prove that Jesus is a heretic. This week, let us pay attention 
to the questions we ask. What assumptions do we carry? What is our intent? When 
seeking clarity or understanding, what are better questions we can ask? 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION, CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In today’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who around 
them could be blamed for suffering. The disciples want to identify who around them had 
done wrong. In the prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers at others. In confession, 
we turn our attention toward ourselves and invite God into that honest and vulnerable 
space. So do this counter-cultural thing with me today. Let us pray together using the 
prayer of confession, printed in your bulletin. Let us pray: 
 
Who here has sinned? 
We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people in need. We make 
false assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness. 
Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score. 
When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God 
comes running. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
Have you sinned? 
I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore people in need. I make false 
assumptions and fail to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness. 

GATHERING 
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Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score. 
When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God 
comes running. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 
 
*GATHERING SONG     All Are Welcome       Worship 641  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Scripture is full of questions... 
Where are you? 
Am I my brother’s keeper? 
Whom shall I send? 
Who do you say that I am? 
Who sinned? 
How many times shall I forgive? 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 
Scripture is full of questions, 
so just like those in our scriptures, may we bring our full curiosity and wonder into this 
space. 
Let us ask and seek after our merciful God. 
 
KYRIE         (sung twice)       Worship 158  
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
God of Good news, there is reading your Word, there is hearing your Word, and then 
there is tunneling ourselves into your Word— harvesting your Word, building a home in 
your Word, laying your Word over us like a blanket, wrapping ourselves in your Word, 
know your Word like the back of our hand, singing your Word, planting ourselves like a 
garden in your Word. God, we could listen to scripture like we listen to the news, or we 
could cocoon ourselves in your Word and it could change us entirely. So bundle us up. 
Give us the latter. We want to know you. With hopeful hearts we pray, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*You may 
stand  
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FIRST READING    John 9:1-7          Readers 
1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3Jesus answered, "Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. 4We 
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 6When he had said this, he 
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's 
eyes, 7saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see.  
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
*LENTEN ACCLAMATION             Worship 176  
 
GOSPEL       John 9:8-41       Preacher 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?" 9Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is 
someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 10But they kept asking him, "Then how 
were your eyes opened?" 11He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my 
sight." 12They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask 
him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, 
and now I see." 16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not 
observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" 
And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It 
was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." 18The Jews did not believe that he had 
been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had 
received his sight 19and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 
does he now see?" 20His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." 22His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; 
ask him." 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, "Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner." 25He answered, "I do not know 

WORD 
God speaks to us through scripture reading, preaching, and song 

*You may 
stand  
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whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." 26They 
said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27He answered them, 
"I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become his disciples?" 28Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 30The man answered, "Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing." 34They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?" And they drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, 
and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36He answered, 
"And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 37Jesus said to him, "You have 
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." 38He said, "Lord, I believe." And he 
worshiped him. 39Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do 
not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." 40Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" 41Jesus said to them, 
"If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin 
remains.  
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME           Pastoral Intern Carrie Stiles 
 
MESSAGE              Pastor Emily Rova-Hegener  
 
*SONG      Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound     Worship 779 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe in a merciful God, 
 a God who does not keep score, 
 a God who wants good for us. 
We believe in a creative God, 
 a God who would heal with mud, 
 a God capable of seeing what we cannot. 
We believe in a saving God, 
 a God who heals, 
 a God who greets our questions with patience, 
 a God who sends us out with hope in our step. 
What wondrous love is this. Amen. 
 

*You may 
stand  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation.              All Creation Sings   921 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE   
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.   
You are welcome to stand, turn in a full circle in your space & greet others with a bow 
or  wave in the name of Jesus who is our peace.  
 
OFFERING                Jazz Ensemble 
You’re invited to place offerings in the baskets on your way out today.  or give online at 
christoncapitolhill.com/donations/  
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OFFERING PRAYER  
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out 
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
God of our weary years… and let the church say Amen. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Together we pray: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is 
and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The 
hallowing of your name echo through the universe. The way of your justice be followed by 
the people of the world. Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the 
bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In 
times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 
              – From  A New Zealand Prayer Book 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.  
 

COMMUNION        Jesus is a Rock       Worship 333  
          Be Thou My Vision      Worship 793  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our 
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the 
world with your love. Amen. 
 
MILESTONES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

MEAL 

*You may 
stand  
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BLESSING 
 As you leave this place,  
may God bless you with seeking.  
Seek out the hungry.  
Seek the weary.  
Seek the good in every person you pass.  
Seek out the hopeful.  
Seek the faithful.  
Seek God in each of us.  
As you seek and as you wonder, 
may you find what you are looking for.  
In the name of our loving God,  
who is always seeking us,  
go now in peace.  
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us into the world. 

SENDING 
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SENDING SONG    Surely God Is My Salvation    All Creation Sings 926  
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CHARGE 
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                  Jazz Ensemble 
 
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons, sundaysandseasons.com 
Liturgy adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  
Cover Art “insight” by Lisle Gwynn Garrity |Inspired by John 9: 8-41 Silk painting with digital 
drawing and collage| A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  

Preacher/ 
Presider 
Pastor Emily Rova
-Hegener  
 
Worship Leader 
Pastoral Intern 
Carrie Stiles 

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Natalia Peterson 
Nathan Hanson 
Davu Seru 
Josh Granowski 
Anne Zielske  
Lara Hanson  

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Edward Mumba 
 
Pastoral 
Assistant 
Chuck Engleking 

Communion 
Setup 
Joy McElroy 
Ann Jalonen 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 
 
 

Ushers/Candle 
Lighters 
Garmai Jackson 
Kathy Kolstad 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
Sam Rahberg 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

In the Building this Week & Next 

• Thu, Mar 23 - Unifloral Holistics (Tentative) - Sanctuary 
• Thu, Mar 30, 8 am - 12 pm - JRLC Faith Leader Summit - Sanctuary  
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Today:  + Worship  9:30 am + 10:45 am Fellowship, Godly Play and Four12 Youth 
 
Sunday School & Confirmation Deep Dive 

Godly Play will meet upstairs for story, activities and feast. Four12 
will connect with Aaron & Kristen Haddorff and attend the Vitality 
Session. 

 

The March Deep Dive this afternoon from 1-3 pm will focus on “Death and 
Resurrection.”  We’ve found that teens (& adults) generally aren’t sure what to do 
when someone dies.  What do you say?  How do you act?  What does it all mean?  A 
tour of a funeral home sounds a bit creepy, but they always have tons of questions, 
and it makes things a bit less strange when they encounter the death of a family 
member or friend.   
We will gather at 1pm on March 19  with Anne Christ of Bradshaw Funeral Home.  If 
there are no funerals scheduled, we will gather at  Bradshaw Simple Traditions in 
Highland, 671 South Snelling Ave.  If a funeral is scheduled for that location, we will 
meet at Immanuel Lutheran Church.  (We’ll let you know by mid-week next week.) 
Parents, friends & mentors are welcome to come along. 

 
Devotional  Booklet & Cards 
Are available on the Gathering Space table. Please feel free to pick 
one up for the season of Lent. 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders 

Preacher 
Pastoral Intern 
Carrie Stiles 
 
Presider 
Pastor Joy 
McDonald Coltvet 
 
Worship Leader 
Nate Rahberg 

Greeters 
Carol Dokken 
Kathy Harris 
 
Musicians 
Paul Swenson 
Linnea Krahn 
Jonah Sitorus  
Serena Coltvet 

Sound Board 
Bobbie Cloud 
 
Tigrinia Reader 
Yohannes Gabir 
 
English Reader 
Edward Mumba 
 
Pastoral 
Assistant 
Chuck Engleking 

Communion 
Setup 
Linnea Krahn 
Linda Senty 
Koopmans 
 
Communion 
Servers 
Ushers 
 
 

Ushers/Candle 
Lighters 
Mark 
Cavanaugh 
Yohannes gabir 
 
Communion 
Cleanup 
 
Tech Team 
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Contact Information 
651-222-3619                                       
105 University Avenue West 
 
Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                           pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Carrie Stiles, Pastoral Intern                           intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Tahnea Brown, Office & Communications     office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel, Building & Events Mgr.      manager@christoncapitolhill.com 
Laura Delventhal, Council President               laura.delventhal@gmail.com  
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                   musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                              651.222.3619 
Custodian, Equinox                                           651.222.3619 
                                  
Wifi Password—Christ22              Come see us on Facebook! 
                  www.christoncapitolhill.com 
     

A Tree of Life in the City 

THIS WEEK 

Date Time Event Location 

Tue, Mar 21 12:00 pm Shobi's Table Parking Lot 

Wed, Mar 22 4:00 pm Men's Group Zoom 

 5:30 pm Lent Soup Supper Gathering Space 

 6:30 pm Lent Evening Prayer Sanctuary 

Sun, Mar 26 9:30 am Worship In Person/Zoom/Live Stream 

 10:45 am Godly Play/Four12 Youth Godly Play/Youth Room 

 10:45 am Vitality Session #4 Gathering Space 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
Making a Change: LENT WEDNESDAYS 

 March 22—Change of Heart  
 March 29—Change of Plans  
 

Vitality & Visioning Meetings: SUNDAYS 
 March 19: Dare to Dream 
 March 26: Design an Experiment  


