
   

 

Christ Herald June 2021 

Welcome to Ordinary Time…  

the great, green, growing time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We celebrated in many ways during May—with Grads & Confirmation students, with a return to in-person 
worship (& at the same time, the launch of something completely new—hybrid worship) on May 23 and with 
a Farewell & Godspeed to our Kitchen Coordinator (who is happily staying as both a member of Christ and 
mission developer of Shobi’s Table and trainer of the new Kitchen Coordinator). We had the opportunity to 
celebrate Vicar Anne’s graduation & birthday together at a lovely Garden Party hosted by the Fechts. Many of 
us attended the Daily Work Annual Steps to Success event, the Good Neighbor Training and Shobi’s 5K-as-you-
can.  Thank you to so many people who made these meaningful events possible through your careful thinking 
and planning about how we come back safely and joyfully into community together. Thank you for your giving 
of time and money. Thank you for being patient as we work through a sharing worship livestream in this first 
way… and as we build the structure for a more sophisticated system. 
 
Now, it is summer and we give thanks for Vicar Anne Wickland who is with us for one more month. After a 
year+ of very little time off, I will be taking several weeks off in a row this month in order to rest and renew. 
I’m so grateful to Vicar Anne, other staff and volunteers who are making this break possible. You’ll get to 
welcome three pastors who will preside for Communion on Sundays (Juli Thompson, Emily Rova-Hegener, 
Peter Rogness) and Vicar Anne will be available to you for all the rest of your pastoral care needs. Please feel 
welcome to contact Vicar Anne—this is great opportunity and experience for her as she prepares for her first 
call somewhere near Madison, Wisconsin. And pray for Vicar Anne as she waits for her first call—we’ll bless 
and send her in worship on Sunday, June 27. 
 
Ordinary time—the great, green, growing time—is a time for rest and renewal. It’s a time to notice God at 
work. It’s a time to take a deep breath as everything comes back to life within and around us. We have several 
engaging events happening this month. Join in when you can and give yourself permission for rest. Watch for 
more details in the weekly emails and at our website: christoncapitolhill.com. 

June 12 - 9:30 am - Books & Brunch - Kloster Residence 
June 16 - Baptized in Tear Gas, event with author Elle Dowd by Zoom at 7 pm 
June 24 - Cherish All Children 5K 
June 27 - Farewell & Godspeed to Vicar Anne Wickland 
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Sunday Worship Themes for June 

June Worship Themes 
God at work 

 
June 6 – God at work: God Responds 
The people ask Samuel for a king; God disagrees but gives the people what they ask. God is 
boundless in love and longs to respond to us. Jesus is filled by the Holy Spirit. We who have 
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection 
and knit together in the body of Christ. 1 Samuel 8:4-22 and Mark 3:20-35 
 
 
June 13 – God at work: God Sees 
God tells Samuel to anoint little David king, for God sees his loving heart. Jesus finds the 
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine 
activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here.  It may not appear all that impressive, but while 
nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 1 Samuel 8:4-22 and 
Mark 3:20-35 
 
June 20 -  God at work: God Leads 
David defeats Goliath because God is with the underdog. God leads us in astonishing and 
remarkable ways. Sometimes God leads in the form of the least expected. Jesus is here now, 
and when we call him, he will calm the storm. Even the wind and waves listen to him. We 
also listen and are called to believe in the power of God’s word in Jesus, a power greater 
than all that we fear. 
1 Samuel 17: 32-49 and Mark 4:35-41 
 
June 27 – God at work: God Saves, Jazz Sunday & Farewell/Godspeed for Vicar Anne 
Grief is a thin place. Today, David mourns for his dearest friend. In times of grief, it is hard 
to see how light and life can ever emerge again. New life starts in the dark. It may be hard 
to see, but God is at work. In Mark’s gospel Jesus breaks down barriers. We dare to touch 
Jesus and to live as a community that defines no one as an outsider. 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
and Mark 5:21-43 

Hello musicians, lovers of music, and everyone in between! 
 
There are few activities comparable to that of creating music together. We often breathe at the same time, 
our energies connect with one another, it has even been pointed out that our heart beats can sometimes 
synchronize.  In some ways the feeling of disconnect during Covid has been exacerbated because the 
creation of music in person was stifled, not just in church, but everywhere. On the occasional recordings I 
have had with the Jazz Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble and the staff, I had felt a buoyancy that kept my spirits 
up for many hours after collaborating with them. Although the congregation won’t be singing out fully until 
it had been determined we can do so safely in person we can still enjoy humming along behind our masks and listen to hymn 
leaders as they sing. If you are interested in participating as a hymn leader, whether it be as a soloist or in a small group, please 
contact me if you haven’t already! You can email me at musicians@christoncapitolhill.com.  Everyone is welcome to participate 
in this new ministry, to breathe and to beat our hearts together once again. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Natalia Peterson 
Music Director 

mailto:musicians@christoncapitolhill.com
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 Shobi’s Table at Christ on Capitol Hill 

The Vicar’s Voice 

Beginning Tuesday, June 8th, Shobi's Table will serve out of the parking lot 
at Christ on Capitol Hill each week.  We're so excited to be serving lunch in 
this neighborhood again where we re-started two years ago.  You are always 
welcome to swing by and get lunch at the truck from noon to 1pm, to sign 
up to volunteer in the kitchen and as a truck host, and most definitely to 
help spread the word to others who might benefit from a pay-as-you-can 
lunch.   Whether you come by on a Thursday in Frogtown, a Friday in 
Midway or now a Tuesday at the Capitol - we'd love to see you!  

It is with gratitude and thanksgiving that I write my last newsletter article as your vicar. My time as 
your vicar is winding down with my last Sunday being June 27th and my last day June 30th. I am so 
thankful that I’ve been able to learn and grow into my pastoral identity here at Christ on Capitol 
Hill and I am thankful for every one of you that has been a part of that learning and growing.  
 
What a year it has been! This year has been filled with countless zoom calls and creative ways of 
being community and some of the highlights include: coffee breaks in the parking lot; creating a 
community Advent devotional; many hours of worship video editing; Godly Play and getting to 
know so many stuffed animals and favorite feast snacks; Four12 fun filled with movies, bonfires 
and snow fun; CLC Women’s monthly Bible study; you’ve all seen my kittens grow into cats; I went 
from brown hair to blue-- and now to purple! We’ve explored the books of Exodus and Revelation 
together, along with the ELCA’s social message on gender based violence.  
 
Thank you to all of you at Christ for your support and encouragement throughout my internship year. Many thanks to my 
intern team committee, especially my co-chairs Juli Thompson and Mike Peterson, who gave me grace and support, full of not 
only thoughtful feedback and kind words of praise but the much needed critiques and questions as well. Thank you to our 
wonderful staff, Jean, Natalia, and Deacon Kari, who fill our staff meetings with humor (including puns!), support, and loving 
accountability. And of course, thank you to Pastor Joy. I am grateful for your wealth of wisdom and experience, and your 
leadership this past year that has allowed me to question and grow more as a person and as a pastor.   
 
When I leave here I will head back to Madison, WI where I’ll start the first call process and begin interviewing with churches. 
The first call process is a whole new system this year so I wasn’t assigned a specific synod but am still affiliated with my home 
synod of South Central Synod of Wisconsin and will start interviewing in the Madison area. Much is up in the air, but my home 
synod staff has been incredibly supportive and I’m excited to see where God calls me.  
 
Again, thank you Christ on Capitol Hill for everything. I am so grateful for this year and will continue to pray for Christ and every 
one of you.  
 
Blessings, Vicar Anne 

Baptized in Tear Gas book event with Author Elle 
Dowd 
 
Join in June 16th at 7 pm on Zoom with author Elle Dowd, where she'll introduce us to her 
book Baptized in Teargas: From White Moderate to Abolitionist, being released August 
10th.  She will read an excerpt and have some Q&A time. For more information on Elle 
Dowd, you can read at christoncapitolhill.com/blog/ 

 
You can pre-order her book Baptized in Teargas: From White Moderate to Abolitionist at Broadleaf books or your favorite 
book seller. 
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105 University Avenue West ~ 651-222-3619 ~ christoncapitolhill.com 
Did you know? We are the last 50¢ fare stop inside the Green Line’s downtown! 

Contact  Information 
 
 

Pastor Joy McDonald Coltvet                        pastorjoy@christoncapitolhill.com 
Deacon Kari Olsen, Kitchen Coordinator    kitchen@christoncapitolhill.com 
Vicar Anne Wickland                                      intern@christoncapitolhill.com 
Jean Christoffel Office & Building Mgr.       office@christoncapitolhill.com 
Erik Wohlrabe Council President                  erik.wohlrabe@gmail.com      
Natalia Peterson, Music Director                 musicians@christoncapitolhill.com 
Paul Swenson, Organist                                 651.222.3619 
Custodian: Equinox                                    651.222.3619 
 
 

  
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays at 9:30 am 
by Zoom     

 
 

Godly Play on Saturdays 
11:15 am 
 
Four12 Youth on Sundays 
4:12 pm 
 
Check the events calendar! 
christoncapitolhill.com 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

Communication Deadlines: 

If you wish to have an article published  in the next 
Newsletter, please send it to Jean at 
office@christoncapitolhill.com  on or before  the 
15th of the month.  
If you wish to have something published in the 
weekly  bulletin or placed on the Kiosk or website, 
please send it to Jean by noon on Monday for the 
following Sunday. 

Follow Christ on Capitol Hill on Facebook! 

A Tree of Life in the City 

May Council Report 
 
The Church Council met on May 10, 2021 via Zoom and 
the following is a recap of that meeting. The Council next 
meets on June 14, 2021. 
Pastor Joy led devotion reflecting on 1 Timothy 6:12 
Treasurer’s Report for April was presented by Henrik 
Weber. It was another strong month with congregational 
giving and building partner funds covering our monthly 
expenses. We have a current campaign to raise $10,000 
for hybrid worship and then we’ll do a final Welcome 
Table push later in the year. 
Building Repair Needs include exterior fence repair due to 
car crash on University Ave. and window repair needs due 
to vandalism. Repairs will be reviewed through our Church 
Mutual Insurance coverage, with recommendations for 
work going forward coming from our Property Team with 
Council approval.  
Security System Proposal – final proposal addressing our 
building needs was approved. In addition, current internal 
cameras can be redirected to fit our updated needs. 
Property Team will look at this. 
Personnel Update – Shobi’s Table received a multi-year 
grant which will allow for their rental payments to COCH. 
The new Kitchen Coordinator position is now posted. 
Welcome Statement on our website – Pastor Joy led a 
conversation about updates to our Welcome Statement 
and Council will review this statement annually each 
October. Council approved adding this statement to our 
current welcome statement: “We commit to working for 
greater racial equity in our congregation and community.”  
Hybrid worship equipment – Hybrid Worship Team is 
reviewing tech equipment needed to support hybrid 
worship and the expenses involved. Council approved up 
to $12,000 for the Hybrid Worship Team to proceed with 
purchase of equipment and labor. 
Ideas shared for summer Council meetings included July 
discussion of book Becoming a Hybrid Church and August 
meeting as a backyard barbecue. 
Next Council meeting is Monday, June 14, 7:00pm via 
Zoom. 
 
Written by Joy McElroy, adapted from Council Minutes. 


